Shepherd University Humanities Council Teacher Institute
“Voices from the Misty Mountains, Reclaiming our Story for a New Appalachia”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         July 10-July 17,  2023, 9:00a.m.-noon unless otherwise noted, Bryd CHE 165/Zoom Hybrid Workshop Format

                                    House          Walker             Rash       Giovanni
HUMANITIES PURPOSE OF THE INSTUTYTE:  Voices from the Misty Mountains explores the cultural distinctiveness of the region known as Appalachia, sharing with West Virginia teachers an understanding of the rich historical, social, philosophic, linguistic, political, and literary stories of our Appalachian region and state. The literary, historic and cultural voices explored in the institute will help teacher/mentors understand the diversity of our region and the importance of knowing this rich story, and passing on that knowledge and understanding to underserved West Virginia children in communities.  The institute also seeks to provide funding to all participants so that they may acquire the tools, materials, resources, and professional development to enhance their work with the children whom they mentor and teach.
ESSENTIAL GOALS ACQUIRED THROUGH THE PROJECT:
To transform the community through mentoring educational leaders;

To transform community leaders through understanding the power of our Appalachian stories;

To engender an understanding of our Appalachian stories through an awareness of the richness and diversity 

of those stories.

LITERARY TEXTS AND REQUIREMENTS: Required are two powerful novels and two slender collections of poetry that portray the Appalachian story through time: Silas House’s Parchment of Leaves; Charles Frazier’s’ Cold Mountain; Frank X Walker’s Affrilachia; Ron Rash’s Eureka.  Three volumes of the Anthology of Appalachian Writers (House, Wilkinson, and Manilla volumes) provide background and supplemental information. Books are provided through Four Seasons Bookstore in Shepherdstown (304.876.3486) who will ship books if you live out of town, compliments of the Institute.  The History of Appalachia by John Williams is likewise a superb resource that is recommended for the serious scholar/teacher, though not provided from the grant. Project participants are asked to “friend” the APST Facebook Page in order to keep apprised of events (go to https://www.shepherd.edu/appalachian and scroll to end of page to click the icon). BrightSpace Discussion Forum should be checked daily during the week-long institute. Two (2) activity responses (see reporting format in BrightSpace) are required of all participants, one of which must be a fieldtrip (cultural options and fieldtrips listed below; participants are required to attend one of the fieldtrips if feasible: Storer College/Harpers Ferry or Antietam Battlefield with Civil War Institute Director). Participants will select a project or unit/lesson plan to present at the end of the Institute (see Project Assignment & Rubric); the project reflection and presentation will detail how the Humanities Council stipend will be utilized, for professional development and/or for purchase of classroom resources and materials. Participants are required to complete the Humanities Council Evaluation and Institute Exit Survey when the Institute ends. Daily assessment check-ins will be routine.
COURSE CONTENT/ASSIGNMENTS:  Reading assignment due dates are listed below and noted on BrightSpace Content links; Byrd CHE 165 lectures and literary artist/discussions are available through synchronous web presentations; artist presentations in Byrd CHE Theater:
                  

July 10: 
9:00 a.m.-noon  The Power of Place and Teaching Appalachians

“Where I’m From” Introductions; What is Appalachia; Who are Appalachians? George Ella Lyon’s “How the Letters Bloom . . . ” and “Archeology”; Jesse Stuart’s “A Farmer Singing” “Go Dance Tonight,” “Kenyon Murray,” “Split Cherry Tree”; Tony Earley’s “The Quare Gene” from The Appalachians. WV Humanities Council Stipends mailed to participants chosen.
July 11
 9:00-10:30 Roads to Qualla and a Clash of Values: The First Appalachians and Colonial Appalachians, Awiakta and the Cherokee, from Selu, Wisdom of the Corn Goddess (BrightSpace) 

10:45-Noon Dr. Benjamin Bankhurst, “European Folkways and Early Colonial Settlers”

Project Abstracts due on BrightSpace

 1:30-3:00 Language and Culture of Appalachia, 


Silas House’s “In My Own Country”; Lee Smith’s “Southern Exposure”; Crystal Wilkinson’s “On Being Country”; Michael Montgomery’s “The Historical Background and Nature of the Englishes of Appalachia”

Silas House’s A Parchment of Leaves Appalachian Book Club Break-outs
July 12:     
9:00-10:30  Appalachians and the Civil War: The  Hero’s Journey in Charles Frazier’s Cold Mountain (Appalachian Book Club Teacher Break-outs)  


10:30-Noon A Soldier’s Story with Dr. James Broomall, Tyler Moore Civil War Institute
July 13:
9:00-10:30 Industrial Appalachia: Company Towns, the Mine Wars and Standing the Times”  Ron Rash’s Eureka

10:45-12:30 Rachael Meads and Appalachian Music

Charles Wolfe’s “The Bristol Sessions” and Rita Forrester’s “The Carter Family” (BrightSpace
7:00 p.m. Frank X Walker Reading, Byrd CHE and Zooming (Community Invited)
July 14:
9:00-10:30 Nikki Giovanni and Chasing the Revolution

 
10:30-Noon A Conversation with Frank X Walker, Affrilachia and Affrilachians

1:30-3:00 p.m. Friday Afternoon Fieldtrip: Harpers Ferry: Storer College and Niagara Movement, Seeds of the NAACP, US Parks Department or CATF Theater Performances
*July 15
Saturday Morning Fieldtrip 9:00-11:30 a.m., “Fallen Footsteps: Walking Antietam Battlefield through the Soldiers’ Eyes,” with Civil War Institute Director Dr. Broomall or CATF Theater Performances Teachers should attend at least one fieldtrip, overnight accommodations in the area or University dorm accommodations are available upon request. Contemporary American Theater Festival, July 8-31 (https://catf.org/) 
7:00 p.m. 
The Power of the Story, Tales from the Front Porch with Adam Booth, Judy Prozzillo Byers’ “Storytelling in Appalachia
July 17 
9:00-Noon Institute Presentations, Reflections, Certificate Awards. Byrd CHE (See Project Assignment & Rubric)
EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENTS:  Two activity reflections will be turned in: one must be a fieldtrip reflection and another an additional cultural experience of the participant’s choice (see activity response format on BrightSpace).  Misty Mountains Institute participants will receive timely written feedback on these Activity Reflections, as well as on Collaborative Learning responses collected from Appalachian Book Club Discussions.  Activity and collaborative learning responses, as well as participation on the BrightSpace Forum (a minimum of 4 substantive posts) and participation in the Institute will be factored together for ½ of the Misty Mountains evaluation; the individual project and presentation will suffice for ½ of the institute evaluation as well. The Participant Project will involve one of the following: an historic, literary, creative, or cultural studies research project conference-style presentation or an alternative lesson or teaching unit or pedagogical tool or a project associated in some way with Appalachian literature, history, or culture, integrated into teaching/mentoring plans—see project assignment and evaluative rubric for details.  For project ideas, see NEH Misty Mountains Participant Projects at http://www.shepherd.edu/neh/misty-mountains-projects-and-past-participants or 2022 Misty Mountains projects.  Projects will be presented on the final day of the Misty Mountains workshop, July 17, 2023.  Graduate credit (with a tuition discount is provided only for Institute participants) will be available through the Shepherd University Graduate Studies Program for application toward the Appalachian Studies Graduate Certificate, the APST MA degree, or the Global Appalachia program in the MA Program (MA graduate partnership with the University of the West of Scotland and Shepherd University) or for graduate credit transfer to other institutions. All participants who complete the Misty Mountains Institute will receive a certificate of completion. A participant exit survey is required at the end of the Institute, in order to evaluate activities, events, Misty Mountains faculty facilitators, various components of the Institute, and most important to report on plans for using the stipend award for enhancing classroom resources and/or for professional development .

Useful Resources: Biggers, Jeff.  The United States of Appalachia.  Emeryville, CA, 2006.   F 219 .A65 B54 200
Billings, D. & G. Norman, eds.  Back Talk Appalachia: Confronting Stereotypes.  Lexington: UK Pr., 99.  F210.C66

Catte, Elizabeth. What You Are Getting Wrong about Appalachia.  Cleveland: Belt Publishing, 2018.

Catte, Elizabeth, Emily Hilliard, and Jessica Salfia.  55 Strong, Inside the WV Teachers’ Strike.  Cleveland: Belt, 2018.

Chambers, Cassie.  Hill Women, Finding Family & A Way Forward in Appalachia.  NY: Ballantine, 2020.

Clark, Amy & Nancy Hayward, eds. Talking Appalachia: Voice, Identity & Community, Lexington: U K Press, 2013.

Collins, Kaye and Jonathan Blackstock, Eds. The Fox Fire Book of Simple Living. NY: Anchor Books, 2016.

Edwards, Grace etal eds.  A Handbook to Appalachia. Knoxville: UT Press, 2006.

Eller, Ronald.  Uneven Ground: Appalachia Since 1945.  Lexington: UK Press, 2008.   HN79 .A127 E55 2008

Evans, Mari-Anne etal. The Appalachian: America’s First and Last Frontier.

Green, James.  The Devil Is Here in these Hills.

Harkins, Anthony and Meredith McCarroll.  Appalachian Reckoning: A Region Responds to Hillbilly Elegy.  WVU Press, 2019.  
House, Silas and Wendell Berry, etal.  Missing Mountains.  Lexington: Wind Publications, 2005.

House, Silas and Jason Howard.  Something’s Rising: Appalachians Fighting Mountaintop Removal, Lexington: UK Pr., 2009.

Kennedy, Brent.  Melungeons: An Untold story of Ethnic Cleansing in America. Macon: Mercer UP, 1997.

Magnusson, Magnus.  Scotland: The Story of a Nation. NY: Grove Press, 2000.

Montgomery, Ben. Grandma Gatewood’s Walk . . . Appalachian Trail.  Chicago Review Press, 2014.

Kephart, Horace. Our Southern Highlanders. Alexander NC: Land of Sky Books, 2001.

Rehder, John.  Appalachian Folkways.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 2004.   GR 108 .R48 2004

Savage, Lon. Thunder in the Mountains: The WV Mine War, 1920-21. Pittsburg: U of Pittsburg Press, 1990.

Savage, Lon Kelly and Ginny Savage Ayers.  Never Justice, Never Peace: Mother Jones and the Miner Rebellion at Paint and Cabin Creeks. Morgantown: WVU Press, 2018.

Skidmore, Hubert.  Hawk’s Nest, A Novel, UT Press, 2004.

Turner, W.H. and Edward Cabbell, Eds., Blacks in Appalachia, Lexington: UK Press, 1985.

Wilkerson, Jessica.  To Live Here, You have to Fight: How Women Led Appal, Movements for Social Justice. U of Ill Pr, 2019.

Williams, John.  Appalachia, A History.  Chapel Hill: UNC Press, 2002.   F 106 .W68 2002

Williamson, J. and Edwin Arnold. Interviewing Appalachia.  Knoxville: UT Press, 1994.

Encyclopedia of Appalachia.  Abramson, Ruby and Jean Haskell, eds.  Knoxville: UT Press, 2006. Ref F 106.E53 2006.  

Appalachia Studies Bibliographies @  http://appalachianstudies.org/resources/bibliographies.php.                                                                                  

