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1) The Committee held its second meeting for the academic year on February 5, 2020. 

2) In November Amy Speck provided a list of retiring faculty for the Committee to decide on a faculty member to invite to speak for the Last Lecture.  The Committee voted via a Sakai poll for the faculty member to invite.  Dr. Geri Crawley-Woods was the committee’s selection for the Last Lecture invitation.  Dr. Crawley-Woods accepted the invitation in December. 

3) Kurtis Adams updated the Faculty Scholarship Application Form and the Faculty Senate webpage for the scholarship application process.  Kurtis emailed the scholarship application information to all faculty in early January; the scholarship submission deadline is March 1.  Kurtis will send a reminder email to faculty in mid-February. 

4) Cindy Vance received the list of students eligible for nomination for the McMurran Scholar award from the Registrar’s Office in early February.  On February 4, she emailed the list of eligible students to the department chairs along with the nomination form that must be signed by 3 faculty members in support of the nominee.  All nominations are due to Cindy Vance by Friday, February 21.  The nomination forms must also include the citation writer for each nominee and the faculty presenter for the department.  After the faculty challenge period for the nominees, the scholars will be notified (the planned date in Monday, March 9). 

5) Cindy Vance developed a comprehensive Excel spreadsheet that the committee will use to track duties and timelines for the convocation preparation.  The committee spent the majority of the meeting determining the “who” and “when” for the tasks in relation to the last lecture, scholars, printed program, and ceremony logistics.  Two significant changes that the committee is working on for the McMurran Scholar Convocation are as follows:

1. Junior McMurran Scholars will purchase robes from the bookstore in lieu of borrowing them from the Provost’s office.  The bookstore has agreed to give the students the “early bird” discount even though the purchase will be after the senior order deadline. 
2. The committee has received additional funding for the reception so heavy hors d'oeuvres will be served.  Sytil is working on the menu with catering.  The reception will be in the multi-purpose room of the Wellness Center with round tables available for seating. 
