
Institute of Environmental Studies Portfolio

Portfolio requirement for ENVS students


All graduating ENVS students are required to compile a portfolio – a representative collection of your work and courses taken during for your degree.  There are many uses for the portfolio; the primary one is to showcase your work and development through the ENVS program.  This provides prospective employers evidence of your knowledge and skills.  Another important aspect is that the portfolio provides you with the knowledge, expectations, and type of skills the successful major should develop in the ENVS program.  Additional purposes and the contents for the portfolio are included below.  


One aspect that you should keep in mind about preparing the portfolio is that you should be prepared to discuss and answer questions about the items you include – especially, if you include these items in your CV.  Enthusiasm and knowledge of what you have done is important to employers.


There are some requirements that may not be applicable to all students; for example, transfer students who may not have completed specific portfolio components completed in Dimensions classes.  However, all components should complete as many of the components as applicable.


Dr. Peter Vila will be the overall coordinator for the Portfolio requirement.  Please see him if you have any additional questions (pvila@shepherd.edu; 114 Byrd Science).


ENVS Portfolio 

Performance based evaluation: Aquatic Sciences, Environmental Engineering, Historical Preservation, Resource Management, and Science Tracks and the new Environmental Studies Comprehensive and Sustainable Resource Management tracks.
Purposes of the Student Portfolio:

1. The portfolio provides the student a method, other than grades, of evaluating her/his accomplishments and her/his mastery of basic skill requirements established by the department.

2. The portfolio showcases the student’s work and demonstrates her/his accomplishments when applying to jobs or to graduate schools.

3. The portfolio provides a written record that faculty can access when completing letters of recommendation for employment or graduate study.

4. The portfolio demonstrates the general level of knowledge and expectations of performance expected of students in the ENVS program and the type of skills the successful major should develop.

5.  The portfolio provides the department and those assessing the department a way to evaluate our success in preparing students for careers in environmental studies.

6.  The portfolio provides external evaluators a means by which they can assess the department.

Components to evaluate student success in the ENVS program:

The ENVS department will use the portfolio to assess specific learning goals identified as outcomes.  The learning goals reflected in the portfolio comprise four major skill and knowledge components. 

1) Core Knowledge: Students will demonstrate knowledge and ability to conceptualize the complex interdisciplinary issues commonly encountered in environmental studies.

· These deal with issues from core courses and other environmental studies courses




2) Analytical Techniques: Students will demonstrate the ability to propose hypotheses, carry out experimental studies, and analyze data.

· Techniques include knowledge and use of computers for data analysis and GIS, mathematical applications such as modeling, statistical analysis, chemical analysis, general laboratory skills (e.g,, completion of a laboratory notebook), and mastery of field methodology specific to your track.

3) Written and Oral Presentations: Students will demonstrate the ability to research from a variety of sources and evaluate and synthesize in a written format the information.

· Papers come from classes, submitted manuscripts, or any other formal writing.

· Students will demonstrate the ability to effectively communicate in an oral presentation the results of their research in a clear organized fashion.
· Presentations come from a variety of sources: Course presentations, school presentations, meetings and conferences (e.g., West Virginia Academy of Sciences), community outreach (NCTC, Project Wet), internship, senior research.

4) Outreach and Service: Students will demonstrate the ability to apply technical and organizational skills to educate and provide a service to the community. 

· There are many possibilities for this skill component: SEO (Adopt a Highway, Calendar Project, Science Olympiad, Earth Daytona), Community Projects (Yankauer), Stream cleanup, Local organizations (Potomac Valley Audubon Society, Sierra Club).

Note: Students are highly encouraged to participate in outreach and service.  This is not a program requirement.  However, all students who have graduated from the program have participated in outreach services and benefited from the contacts and experiences.  

Portfolio Contents:

Section Headings

1) Table of contents and Title Page.  The Title Page should include the following:

Name:


Semester/year graduating:


Track:

2.) Statement of Goals I:

      Upon entering the program the student will complete a statement of goals they hope to achieve at Shepherd in the Environmental Studies Program. These goals do not need to be adhered to rigidly, but rather provide the student and others with a reference of the student’s interests and desires prior to their start in the program. 

      This letter is to be completed as part of the Introduction to the Portfolio in the Dimensions I Course.

Statement of Goals II:

      Completed at the end of the students program and should discuss the intended career track and should reflect on the students accomplishments.  This statement should reference specific items in the portfolio that demonstrate the four skill and knowledge components.  

3) Resume:
      Resume I.  Students will include their resume when they enroll in the ENVS program.  

Resume II.  At their senior year, a final updated resume will be included in the portfolio.  

4) Courses taken and grades (three separate categories)


1) ENVS courses


2) Other science courses


3) Other college courses

5) Major skill and knowledge components

Students will select 2-3 papers that they feel demonstrate each of the Core Knowledge, Analytical Techniques, and Written components.  Included will be a statement describing why that particular work demonstrates that particular skill.

6) Capstone paper: a copy of the senior research paper will be included. 

Portfolio Checklist

Section I: Table of Contents and Title Page


□ Title Page

 
□ Table of Contents with page numbers

Section II:  Statement of Goals


□ Statement of Goals I


□ Statement of Goals II

Section III: Resume


□ Resume I


□ Resume II

Section IV: Courses taken


□ ENVS Courses


□ Other Science Courses


□ Other College Courses

Section V: Major skills and knowledge components


□ Core Knowledge and statement

□ Analytical Techniques and statement

□ Written Component and statement

Section VI: Capstone Paper completed in Environmental Capstone ENVS 462 

□ Capstone paper

	Student ________

Evaluator_______
	Does Not Meet Standard
	Meets Standard
	Score

	
	Non-Scorable 

1
	Poor

2
	Moderate

3
	Good

4
	Excellent

5
	

	Grammar/Usage/

Mechanics
	Errors render writing

very difficult to

understand
	Errors interfere with

understanding
	Numerous errors are

apparent and may

distract the reader
	Some errors or

patterns of errors are

present
	Few or no errors

present; departures

from convention appear intentional and are effective
	

	Statement of 

Goals
	Little information on intended career path, no description of accomplishments and how they addressed specific goals and increased environmental awareness; no demonstration of specific items in portfolio address the skill and knowledge components
	Little information on intended career path, no description of accomplishments and how they addressed specific goals and increased environmental awareness; inadequate demonstration of specific items in portfolio address the skill and knowledge components
	Information on intended career path present, little description of accomplishments and how they addressed specific goals and increased environmental awareness; poor demonstration of how specific items in portfolio address the skill and knowledge components
	Provides information on intended career path, description of accomplishments and how they addressed specific goals and increased environmental awareness; adequate demonstration of specific items in portfolio that address the skill and knowledge components
	Provides strong, clearly stated, and convincing insight and information on intended career path, description of accomplishments and how they addressed specific goals and increased environmental awareness; strong demonstration of specific items in portfolio that address the skill and knowledge components
	

	Resume
	Resume is not typed; exceeds two pages or is less than a page; is not clean and neat in appearance; divisions between categories confusing and disorganized; few recommended categories and information present
	Resume is typed; exceeds two pages or is less than a page; is not clean and neat in appearance; divisions between categories poorly defined; few recommended categories and information present
	Resume is typed; exceeds two pages or is less than a page; is acceptable in appearance; divisions between categories are present but not easy to follow; few recommended categories and information present
	Resume is typed on good quality paper; length is near but does not exceed two pages; clean and neat in appearance; well designed – divisions between categories could be improved for legibility; includes most recommended categories and information 
	Resume is typed on good quality paper; does not exceed and is close to two pages; clean and neat in appearance; well designed – divisions between categories visually pleasing and well organized; includes most recommended categories and information 
	

	Core Knowledge/ Written and Oral Components
	No demonstration of research and analysis and synthesis of sources in written or oral presentations
	Minimal demonstration of research and no analysis of sources and synthesis
	Use of several sources but little analysis or synthesis
	Use of several sources with some insight and analysis
	Integration of several sources with thoughtful insight and convincing analysis
	

	Analytical Techniques
	No demonstration of use of analytical techniques and no graphs of data
	Minimal demonstration of analytical techniques and few graphs of data
	Some analysis and demonstration and knowledge of analytical techniques present; few data graphs
	Adequate demonstration and knowledge of analytical techniques with corresponding graphic analysis 
	Demonstration of knowledge of difficult analytical techniques with well-developed graphic analysis
	

	
	Total score
	


Please note


( The portfolio document is to be turned in as a doc or pdf file (
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