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Resolution to Oppose HB 2519, Relating to Concealed Carry on Campus
Whereas, this bill will override the ability of colleges and universities to regulate the carrying of deadly weapons on their campuses;
Whereas, firearms in the classroom are counterproductive to an open, effective learning environment;
Whereas, firearms on campus create an inherently dangerous environment and could negatively impact recruitment of new students to Shepherd and retention of current students as well as hiring and retention of staff and administrators;
Whereas, firearms in the classroom could negatively impact the faculty’s ability to encourage open, honest communication and could negatively affect faculty hiring and retention;
Whereas, depression is the most common mental health issue for which college students seek counseling and depression significantly increases the risk of suicide, and having a firearm present increases the risk of suicide by gunshot;
Whereas, the cost of securing buildings and public events would represent an undue financial burden on Shepherd University;
Be it resolved, that the Faculty Senate of Shepherd University urges defeat of HB 2519.
We so resolve.

