


For the design of the landscaping and
formal Gardens, Mr. Potts turned to
Philadelphia Landscape Architect Oglesby
Paul. Mr. Paul had studied Horticulture
and Agriculture at Harvard University
under Arthur Shurcliff who served as the
Chief Landscape Architect at Colonial
Williamsburg and none other than
Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., famous for
designing New Yorks Central Park.

Oglesby Paul was responsible for many
designs in the Philadephia area, but is
most known for his designs for High Gate
Mansion in West Virginia, Montpelier in
Virginia, and The Hershey Mansion in
Pennsylvania.

In 1908, Popodicon was celebrated by the
Shepherdstown Register as “A handsome
new home...” and described it as “...

one of the most notable improvements in
Jefferson County ...”

The house boasted 16 rooms, three
bathrooms, and its water was pumped
from an artesian well. Even more
impressive was the 64 acres of land

Mr. Potts had amassed through private
purchases. He continued to buy adjacent
property, and the estate grew from 64
acres to over 120 acres.

The Potts family named the estate
Popodicon after a family home in
Colebrookdale Township,
Pennsylvania,

named Popodickon
which dated back to
the 1700s. It' name
was derived from the
legend that Delaware
Chief Popodick

was buried on the

property.

The Potts family lived
at Popodicon from
1908 until 1964 when
the family sold it to
the State of West
Virginia to be used
to expand then-
Shepherd College.

The land was put to
good use, allowing
the school to expand
in what is now

the West Campus
while Popodicon
itself served as the
School President’s
Residence.

College President,
Oliver S. Ikenberry
served as President
of Shepherd College
from 1947-1964.







Popodicon serves the University &

Community by holding functions such as:

= Bodice Project (October, 27, 28 & 29,
2016)

= Friends of Music Under the Stars 6-25-17

= Jefferson County Historical Society
Picnic 8-2-17

= Friends of the Byrd Center Reception
10-4-17

= Jefferson High School Dance 10-7-17
and 10-27-18
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= American Conservation Film Festival
Reception 10-12-17

= Potomac Pedalers Touring Club Back
Road Century Post-Ride Event for 2,000
people 9/17/17. (A second post ride

celebration was scheduled for 9-16-18, but

was canceled due to the hurricane)

= Contemporary American Theater Festival

VIP Reception 3-23-18

= Delta Sigma Pi Alumni Event 4-10-18

= Shenandoah Potomac Garden Council
House Tour 4-28-18
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= Council of Accounting Educators
Conference Reception 9-14-18

Upcoming events include:

= Several holiday receptions (both
university and private functions)

= A graduation party in June of 2019

= Several weddings and rehearsal dinners
= Friends of Popodicon Holiday open
house is scheduled for the second
weekend in December

Popodicon remains, as The
Shepherdstown Register
declared, “... a place of rare
loveliness,” and will remain so
with the help of organizations
such as The Friends of
Popodicon.

For more information on
Popodicon, renting its facilities
or volunteering with the
Friends of Popodicon, please
visit: Shepherd.edu/Popodicon



