Faculty Senate Minutes
Special Meeting - Wednesday, May 6, 2015, 1:30 p.m., Cumberland Room

Senate Roster for 2014-16: Kurtis Adams (MUSC), Andro Barnett (HPERS), Chris Coltrin (ART), Kathy Corpus (BADM/FACS), Amy DeWitt (SOC/GEOG), Rhonda Donaldson (LIB), Jeff Groff (IEPS), Max Guirguis (PSCI), Osman Guzide (CME), Roger Hamood (ACCT), Mary Hancock (NURS), Andy Henriksson (HIST), Doug Horner (SOWK), Jim Lewin (ENGL/LANG), Mengyang Li (CHEM), Chris Lovelace (PSY), Kathy Reid (ECON), Sylvia Shurbutt (ACF), J.B. Tuttle (EDUC), Kevin Williams (COMM), David Wing (BIOL)
Officers: J.B. Tuttle (President), Andy Henriksson (Parliamentarian), Jeff Groff (Secretary)

Meeting Schedule (2014-15) 9/15, 10/6, 10/20, 11/3, 11/17, 12/1, 2/2, 2/16, 3/2, 4/6 (Storer Ballroom), 4/20 (Cumberland Room)

Kurtis Adams		(MUSC)		X (e-vote)
Andro Barnett		(HPERS)		present
Sally Brasher		(HIST)			X
Chris Coltrin		(ART)			present
Kathleen Corpus	(BADM/FACS)		present
Amy DeWitt		(SOC/GEOG)		present
Rhonda Donaldson 	(LIB)			present
Jeff Groff		(IEPS)			present
Max Guirguis		(PSCI)			present
Osman Guzide		(CME)			X
Roger Hamood		(ACCT)			present
Mary Hancock		(NURS)			present
Doug Horner		(SOWK)		present
James Lewin		(ENG)			present
Mengyang Li		(CHEM)		present
Chris Lovelace		(PSY)			present
Kathy Reid		(ECON)			present
Sylvia Shurbutt 		(ACF)			present
J.B. Tuttle		(EDUC)			present
Kevin Williams		(COMM)		X (e-vote)
David Wing		(BIOL)			present

I. Debate and Vote on Endorsement of C&I interdisciplinary guidance

Shurbutt: Motion to endorse the changes proposed by the C&I Committee regarding the documents for interdisciplinary majors and minors. We would like this in the catalog by next year.

Seconded by Tuttle

Lewin: Journalism minor is an interdisciplinary-like discipline. How does this language affect it?

Shurbutt: Yes, but that minor was forwarded to be under the English department so this language wouldn’t change the Journalism program already in place. 

Ames: Note that the language of the document states that programs primarily housed under one department would advance under the current process, not under the proposed process for interdisciplinary programs. 

Corpus: Is the major difference between what is done now and what is proposed the part about the program board?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shurbutt: We have pretty much already been using program boards. So, this proposed language mainly puts in writing and codifies what we have largely already been doing. The only major difference is that the program director has to go up for re-election every three years.

Tuttle: In the event an interdisciplinary program involves two departments from two different schools, does the program go through both deans?

Shurbutt: Any such program would require sign off by the chairs of all involved departments. Usually there is one school under which the program would fall.

Lewin: Would you need a board for programs created and managed under one department?

Shurbutt: No

Vote by acclamation with one abstention 
	
II. Continued Debate and Vote on FOIA Requests to the President

A motion to use the revised documents, dated April 17, as the basis for action carried in the April 20 meeting.  A second motion to convene the Senate in emergency meeting on May 6th for discussion and vote also carried on April 20. Accordingly, today’s May 6 meeting has been convened for debate on the motion and vote on whether to approve a FOIA request or to proceed in other ways. 

Guirguis: Will some Senators vote by email?

Tuttle: Yes, we determined at the April 20th that absentee ballots sent to me would be accepted. Two members have exercised that option (as noted above under attendance). 

Barnett: Can we elect a committee to look at these documents before voting?

Tuttle: That may or may not be necessary. Besides, this vote needs to occur first before any committee can be formed.

Shurbutt: Just to clarify, the question on the table is to approve the April 17th FOIA request?

Tuttle: Yes. And, in the event of a “no” vote, it seems clear from previous recorded discussion on this issue that the faculty desire to get the desired information via continued dialogue with the administration. 

Coltrin: In the event the FOIA request doesn’t pass and we request information and don’t get what we want, then we can revisit the FOIA request again.

Barnett: If this passes, what are we going to do with the information?

Tuttle: That is up in the air: once we get the information we will proceed to process and disseminate the information received.

Shurbutt: Our actions will depend on the outcome of the vote and the information we get as a result of the vote should it succeed.

Corpus: Note that even if the Senate doesn’t pass the FOIA request, one person still has the legal authority to issue the FOIA request.

Shurbutt: Yes, but endorsement by the Senate carries much more weight.

Wing: There is an existing path in place that we can follow without the FOIA requests should we wish to request this information.

Tuttle: Yes, the bylaws state that the Senate can pass a resolution to that effect and the administration has 60 days to respond.

Wing: Did everyone discuss the email from Alan Purdue in their departments?

Vote was conducted via ballot:

Yes: 7
No: 11
Abstain: 1
Note: The tally above included two absentee ballots that were cast.

The motion does not carry.

Motion by Shurbutt and seconded by Barnett to request these documents as worded without the FOIA request.

Lovelace: Should we use language that is more specific?

Ames: It may be useful to have a back and forth process that begins with preliminary documents but continues until all specific concerns are addressed.

Guirguis: We are obviously not interested in how much is paid for electricity. We are interested in the costs of people hired on an ad hoc and discretionary basis. 

Shurbutt and Lovelace: Let’s amend the motion to empower Senators Tuttle and Guirguis to request of the administration  information that is in the spirit of the FOIA request.

Tuttle: The faculty is sending a message that we want more transparency.

Motion as amended: The Senate resolves to empower Senate President Tuttle and Senator Guirguis to issue non-FOIA requests to the administration on our behalf for documents and information that are in the spirit of, and commensurate with the wording of, the FOIA requests dated April 17th, 2015.

Motion carries by acclamation

Motion to adjourn made, seconded, and carried: Adjourned at 2:02 pm

Respectfully submitted by,

Jeff Groff
IEPS Senator and Senate Secretary
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