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“The woice of higher education faculty”



                      
          ACF  Report, January 19, 2016                                                              
January 19, 2016, was Higher Education Day at the Legislature, and a contingent of Advisory Council of Faculty members had made appointments for conversations with two of the most powerful Republican leaders in the Senate, as the Republicans at this point in time control the Legislature.  ACF members present at the meetings were Roy Nutter (WVU and ACF Chair), Mark Goldstein (Northern CTC and ACF Vice Chair), Sylvia Shurbutt (Shepherd and ACF Legislative Coordinator), Sandra Elmore (WV Tech), Dave Brown (WVSOM), Marybeth Beller (Marshall), Mike Lilly (Bluefield), Amy Cunningham (Pierpont CTC), Sylvia Senften (West Liberty); highlights from those meetings are below:
Senator Dave Sypolt (R.Preston), 9:00 a.m., Senate Education Chair:  The ACF stressed the importance of funding for higher education and retooling WV workers as the State moves away move away from the extraction industries to softer industries which necessitates legislative support of higher education.  Sypolt was very interested in getting our opinion about the HEPC and its contribution to the system, given, as the said, that all colleges and universities had BOGs to oversee policy and curricula changes.  We responded that the HEPC in particular had addressed all legislative demands and suggestions, using the example of transfer and articulation progress and the current co-requisite initiative that goes hand-in-hand with eliminating developmental programs and increasing student retention and timely graduation.  We noted that the recent Complete College American (CCA) Conference was a good example of how thoughtfully the HEPC staff was moving on these important issues, and noted that this spring tangible progress will be made on moving toward the co-requisite model (or stretch courses which schools such as Shepherd use).  We cited the RBA Today program as an example of how the HEPC acts as a central repository for student information and policy-making organization that keeps consistency, order, and credibility among system institutions.  Dr. Nutter spoke of WVU’s not needing such oversight, but he noted that the other institutions required reporting to policy-making entities such as the HEPC and CTC Council.  We did note that Sen. Sypolt was busy taking notes on our comments throughout this portion of the conversation.
We wanted to know what Senator Sypolt thought would be major issues for the Legislature.  His response was as follows:

1) He noted that the Tech move to Beckley would be important.  
2) He spoke of a 12-hr. rule that would require students to pay for courses above that number (we responded that this approach might hinder student retention and progress toward graduation).  
3) He spoke of legislation reducing educational bureaucracy and noted there would be a decrease in reports.  
4) He spoke of more autonomy for the 4-year institutions and their being governed, by and large, by their BOGs.  
5) He also spoke of higher education budget cuts as inevitable, though he talked about some tax increases to offset or reduce the cuts.  
6) When we asked specifically about a PEIA fix so that co-pays and drug costs would not rise so dramatically this year, he said he believed the PEIA issue would be addressed. 
Senator Mike Hall (R.Putnam), 10:00 a.m., Senate Finance Chair:  We talked with Senator Hall mostly about ways to raise revenue and the PEIA issue.  Both Hall and Sypolt seemed optimistic about the Governor and the Legislature doing something to address the $120,000,000 PEIA shortfall.  We surmised the politicians had gotten the message about the dearth of funding over the years for PEIA and the fact that it is now time.  State funding for PEIA will likely be in the mix for budget preparation, and a plan to raise the tax on cigarettes has been accepted, as there are enough votes in the Senate to pass this item, according to Hall.  Other revenue ideas that may be discussed include a food tax.  Taxes on natural gas are very low, and Roy suggested that taxing at the well-head on volume would serve the state better.  While the economic situation is certainly dire for the state with the demise of Coal, this Republican legislature does appear to understand that the State’s bills cannot be paid without some revenue increases, and everything cannot be accomplished through budget cutting.
