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*Serena by Ron Rash
Essential Questions for Serena:
· How does society express gender expectations and how are they met or challenged?

· What influences us more – our circumstances or our nature (instinct)?

· What is the purpose of intertextuality in the novel?  Can we identify all the instances of intertextuality?

· How is Serena like the archetypal Lady Macbeth?  How is she different?

· What is the significance of mythological and biblical allusions made in the text?

· How can you look at this text through the lenses of different schools of literary criticism?

· What is the reason for the narrative structure and how does it affect the reader’s experience of the text?

In Macbeth, concepts of greed, ambition, power, “good,” and “evil” were explored.  They must again be explored in this text.  Be certain to annotate with these concepts in mind, as well as for evidence of the essential questions. 

NOTE: There will be a Socratic Seminar comparing and contrasting Macbeth and Serena at the conclusion of our study of Serena, so you will want to be certain to read this text with Macbeth in mind. 

AP QUESTIONS and Annotations: A task that you MUST complete as you annotate is to annotate FOR these particular released AP Free-Response Questions.  You MUST do so either on sticky notes that you place into a notebook or directly into a DEJ notebook.  Your annotations will be checked as a grade.   The reason for this is both to be certain you can contribute to class discussions with the richness of thought required, and to be certain you are preparing for the timed in-class essay that will be given at the end of the unit.  
1972. In retrospect, the reader often discovers that the first chapter of a novel or the opening scene of a drama introduces some of the major themes of the work. Write an essay about the first chapter of Serena in which you explain how it functions in this way.

1994. In some works of literature, a character who appears briefly, or does not appear at all, is a significant presence. Write an essay in which you show how such a character in Serena functions in the work. You may wish to discuss how the character affects action, theme, or the development of other characters. Avoid plot summary.

1995. Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using characters who are alienated from that culture or society because of gender, race, class, or creed. In Serena choose a character who plays a significant role and show how that character's alienation reveals the surrounding society's assumptions or moral values.

2005, Form B. One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay in which you discuss how a character in Serena struggles to free himself or herself from the power of others or seeks to gain power over others. Be sure to demonstrate in your essay how the author uses this power struggle to enhance the meaning of the work.

____________________________________________________________

Keep the following review in mind:

SERENA by Ron Rash

Publisher Ecco/Harper Collins, October 2008

The year is 1929, and newlyweds George and Serena Pemberton arrive from Boston in the North Carolina mountains to create a timber empire. Although George has already lived in the camp long enough to father an illegitimate child, Serena is new to the mountains—but she soon shows herself the equal of any worker, overseeing crews, hunting rattlesnakes, even saving her husband’s life in the wilderness.

Together, this Lord and Lady Macbeth of the woodlands ruthlessly kill or vanquish all who fall out of favor. Yet when Serena learns that she will never bear a child, she vengefully sets out to kill the son George had without her. Mother and child begin a struggle for their lives, and when Serena suspects George is protecting his illegitimate family, the Pemberton’s intense, passionate marriage starts to unravel as the story moves toward its shocking reckoning.


Ron Rash’s new novel Serena catapults him to the front ranks of the best American novelists. This novel will make a wonderful movie, and the brave actress who plays Serena is a shoe-in for an Academy Award nomination.
-- Pat Conroy

Rash is a storyteller of the highest rank and Serena confirms this from the opening sentence to the final page. An epic achievement."
-- Jeffrey Lent, author of In The Fall

"An Appalachian retelling of Macbeth, a thriller, a word-perfect evocation of an era and a people, a grim chapter in the history of conservation: if SERENA doesn't finally win Ron Rash the overdue attention of the national literary (and cinematic) establishments, I can't imagine what they're holding out for."
-- Arthur Phillips, author of Prague, The Egyptologist, Angelica

"A gorgeous, brutal writer."
-- Richard Price, best selling author of Lush Life
 http://www.rusoffagency.com/authors/rash_r/serenat/serena.htm
Reading Schedule for Serena
Part I: Due January 10 & 11, 2011
Part II: Due January 18 & 19, 2011
Part III: Due February 1 & 2, 2011
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