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Before you begin reading Serena, look at the Wiki discussion of the logging industry in Appalachia.  Also, look over the discussion of the controversy around the creation of the Smoky Mountain Park; note the part that Roosevelt and Rockefeller played in the early years of establishing the park, as well as such figures as Horace Kephart. 
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Serena has been called a “retelling of Shakespeare’s Macbeth”; glance over a synopsis of Shakespeare’s Macbeth, paying close attention to the Scottish prophesies rendered by the witches, the spiraling carnage and murder necessary to satisfy Macbeth’s thirst for power, the figure of Macduff, and the most important the characterization of Lady Macbeth and how she acts as catalyst in the tragedy.    As you read Serena, note the parallels that Rash makes with Shakespeare’s tragedy; when you see these, mark them in your book.  Shakespeare was influenced by Greek tragedy; note the characteristics of tragedy as detailed by Aristotle’s Poetics and see if any apply to Rash’s tragedy.

[image: image3.jpg]



As you read Serena, note how she wins first the respect and then the fear of the men in Pemberton’s logging camp.  What does the very first scene in the book tell you about the kind of “anti-heroine” Serena is going to be?    At the book’s beginning, how are Pemberton and Serena a match for each other, and how is it she is able to capture and hold the attention of this man whom she has chosen to marry?  As the tragedy unfolds, Pemberton doesn’t appear to have the “purity” of Serena’s dark vision; when do you sense she loses faith in his powers?  Sheriff McDowell knows that he will never be able to convict the politically powerful Pembertons, so he opts for at least finding a way to eliminate Pemberton; how does he accomplish this task?
