One Foot in Eden by Ron Rash
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]Ron Rash




[image: image4.jpg]



Before you begin reading One Foot in Eden, look at some of the images associated with Lake Jocassee, built by damming the Keowee River and flooding the valleys and hills in the mountains of northwest South Carolina.  To build the dam, hundreds of Appalachian families were displaced by Duke Power Company using the state’s “Eminent Domain” laws.     Also, explore some of the poems in Rash’s 2002 Raising the Dead volume: http://articles.poetryx.com/36/.   
As you read One Foot in Eden, consider how the story is similar to an old Scottish Ballad, a form of narrative poetry often put to music.   How does Ron Rash unfold this story; describe the narrative structure of the book?  One Foot in Eden is a novel that could have begun as an old Scottish ballad, for it is a story about indiscretion, murder, good intentions gone awry, and finally ultimate judgment. Why does Amy Holcombe become involved with her neighbor Holland Winchester? What happens when she tries to break with Holland? How is the Holcombe’s relationship as a couple affected? 



What part does Widow Glendower play in the story?  Find out what a Cailleach is in Scottish mythology. and determine if Widow Glendower fits the description.  As the years pass and the dam is completed, the river waters have almost filled the lake; graveyards have been removed, families have left the valley, and farms are now rapidly being consumed by the rising waters.  Isaac Holcombe is now 18, and he and his family are preparing to leave the valley and their farm.  What does his neighbor Mrs. Winchester want him to do?  Why?  What secret does she tell Isaac, and what does she do afterward?  What explanation does Sheriff Alexander offer for her actions.  This is ultimately a story about impermanence, guilt, and finally judgment.  What happens to Amy and Billy Holcombe at the end of the book?  How is Amy’s decision to commit a wrong for what she thinks is a greater good similar to the building of the Jocassee Reservoir?  Explain.  When you have finished the book, explore the AWIR website at http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/rash/works.html.  Click on the essay on Rash, and read about him as a writer; you can also scroll down to the explication of One Foot in Eden. 
