“Shiloh” by Bobbie Ann Mason




Read about Bobbie Ann Mason at the AHWIR website (http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/); click on the Mason page from the AHWIR main page and see what you can learn about her writing and her work.


As you read “Shiloh,” determine the characteristics of Mason’s style that sets her apart from other writers.  If you have trouble defining her style, look at the first part of the critical essay on the Mason website for some hints.  What do you think some critics are referring to when they call Mason a “K-Mart Realist” or a “minimalist”?  Mason does not like these terms?  Why do you think they are limiting and/or short-sighted?

Characterize the relationship between Leroy and Norma Jean Moffitt.  Describe Leroy; describe Norma Jean; what sort of people are they?  What are some problems and tragedies they have had to face in their marriage?    Why does Leroy propose that he and Norma Jean drive to the Shiloh Battlefield?  What does Norma Jean tell Leroy after they arrive?  Is Leroy surprised?  How would you characterize Mason’s attitude toward her characters; do you think she is judgmental, empathetic, condescending?  Explain.  What do you think this story is really about, other than the vicissitudes of modern marriage?
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