Bobbie Ann Mason’s In Country
1.  *Explain the term “in country,” as it references the military and soldiers who serve our country.

2. In Country is a bildungsroman or “coming of age” story, set within the narrative frame of a pilgrimage or journey (parts one and three).  Where are the family in the novel going on this journey? _____________________________

3. *When the novel opens, it has been almost twenty years since the Vietnam War has ended.  Samantha Hughes, the story’s protagonist, is trying to find the answers for a multitude of questions, not the least of which is who her father Dwayne was, a soldier killed in the war before she was born.  Why does Sam say, “The least little threat and America’s got to put on its cowboy boots and stomp around and show somebody a thing or two”; what does she mean by this statement?
4. What does Sam learn about her father that surprises her when her grandmother lets her read his diary from Vietnam? _______________________________
5. Why is Sam angry at her mother? __________________________________
6. *Why does she feel responsible for her uncle Emmett?
7. Why is Sam worried about her friend Dawn? ________________________
8. *Why does Sam run away to Cawood’s Pond at the novel’s climax?
9. Who finds her there and brings her home?__________________________
10. When Sam and her family find the name of her father on the Vietnam Memorial Wall, the moment is transcending for Emmett.  What other name does Sam find on the Wall that helps her to understand that the war, indeed all wars,  are every American’s problem, not just the soldiers who fight? ________
