“Quilting the Black-eyed Pea (We’re Going to Mars)”  and “Choices” by Nikki Giovanni 
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Read about Nikki Giovanni on the Poetry Foundation link at http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/nikki-giovanni, and click on the AHWIR Nikki Giovanni page at http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwir to explore the links and the critical essay on her work.  Listen to Giovanni read “Quilting the Black-eyed Pea” (2002) at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMKSSlaqTLE.  How does the notion of “going to Mars” seem to express the best of what human-beings are capable?  How is going to Mars similar to what African Americans experienced before emancipation?  Why does Giovanni say that NASA should consult African American’s about what to do on such a long trip as the journey to Mars?  What do African Americans know about “long journeys”?
Read the poem “Choices” (from Cotton Candy on a Rainy Day, 1978) by Giovanni.  How does the poem apply to your life experiences?  What does the poem say about living one’s life authentically?
If i can't do 
what i want to do 
then my job is to not 
do what i don't want 
to do
It's not the same thing 
but it's the best i can 
do

If i can't have 
what i want . . . then 
my job is to want 
what i've got 
and be satisfied 
that at least there 
is something more to want

Since i can't go 
where i need 
to go . . . then i must . . . go 
where the signs point 
through always understanding 
parallel movement 
isn't lateral

When i can't express 
what i really feel 
i practice feeling 
what i can express 
and none of it is equal
I know 
but that's why mankind 
alone among the animals 
learns to cry 

