“Ego Tripping” and “A Poem for Langston Hughes” by Nikki Giovanni 
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Read about Nikki Giovanni on the Poetry Foundation link at http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/nikki-giovanni, and click on the AHWIR Nikki Giovanni page at http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwir to explore the links and the critical essay on her work.  Listen to Giovanni read “Ego Tripping” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ido1wh866yg; see the text of the poem at  http://www.maishazjohnson.com/blog/nikki-giovanni-on-ego-tripping.  After reading the poem, explain how it is revisionist and subversive in its context.  How does Giovanni make you rethink the whole idea of Africa as the “dark continent”?  How is the poem “turn history upside down”?  Look at this YouTube version of “Ego Tripping”: https://search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=Ego+Tripping+on+YouTube&ei=UTF-8&hspart=mozilla&hsimp=yhs-003. Read also “A Poem for Langston Hughes” (see below).   What does it have in common with “Ego Tripping”?   What is unusual about the poem’s style?
“A Poem for Langston Hughes”

diamonds are mined . . . oil is discovered
gold is found . . . but thoughts are uncovered
wool is sheared . . . silk is spun
weaving is hard . . . but words are fun
highways span . . . bridges connect
country roads ramble . . . but I suspect
if i took a rainbow ride
i could be there by your side
metaphor has its point of view
allusion and illusion . . . too
meter . . . verse . . . classical . . . free
poems are what you do to me
let's look at this one more time
since i've put this rap to rhyme
when i take my rainbow ride
you'll be right there by my side
hey bop hey bop hey re re
