A Land More Kind Than Home                                                                                                                By Wiley Cash
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As you prepare to read A Land More Kind than Home, explore the information on the Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence website about Wiley Cash, and read the essay that you will find under the Teaching Resources and Links: http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/cash/. Explore this information about snake handling in Appalachia; and since Gastonia, NC, plays such a prominent part in Cash’s work, peruse the links that portray his home town in Gaston County, North Carolina. 
A Land More Kind Than Home is an intense story, taking place over the span of approximately six days, portraying the tragedy of an autistic boy asphyxiated during a healing service in a southern Appalachian church. It has an interesting narrative structure, told through the point of view of several characters in the story—who?  Why is this narrative style particularly appealing for a writer like Cash; what advantages does the author accrue from such a narrative structure.
Why does Adelaide Lyle take the children out of the church?  What do the deacons do when Sister Molly Jameson is bitten by a copperhead?  Carson Chambliss controls this congregation with an iron fist, and for a period of about 10 years the outside world is kept out of the church and its business.  How would you characterize Cash’s portrayal of the congregation?  Do these people appear to be caricatures, stereotypes, or something else?  Justify your assertion.
Explain the significance of the book’s title.  Why does Julie Hall think that her son Christopher (Stump) needs to have hands laid on him by the church deacons?  How would you describe the relationship between Stump and his little brother Jess?  What do the boys discover when they return from play and find Preacher Chambliss at their home?  Why does Julie think the first church service helped Stump?  What happens the second time the deacons “help” Stump?
This is a story about fathers and sons, as much as anything.  What has happened to Sheriff Barefield’s son?  How has Jimmy Hall changed when he returns to the valley?  What does Jess think about his grandfather?  Why do you think Jess doesn’t tell his father Ben Hall early on about the preacher; why do you think Jess doesn’t tell the truth about Stump’s “healing”?  Who else appears to make bad decisions that affect Stump’s life.
The end of this award-winning novel has a tragic dimension, with carnage rivaling Hamlet.  What are the ironies associated with the tragic deaths of the 3 sons in the tale?  How do these incidents relate to the fathers? Also similar to Shakespeare’s tragedies is the discrepancy between appearance and reality—explain regarding this story. Are there any contemporary political implications to take away from the story in terms following a charismatic but morally lacking leader?  Is there resolution at the end of the tale—explain?
