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Presented to the Faculty Senate on 9/18/2017, Senator Lovelace

Whereas, The Shepherd University Faculty Senate, at their April 3, 2017 meeting, endorsed allowing students to participate in the May commencement ceremony who are very close to completing the requirements for graduation; and
Whereas, A subcommittee of the Faculty Senate including the Dean of Graduate Studies, Provost, and Registrar then drafted a policy to that effect;
Resolved, That the Shepherd University Faculty Senate charges the Shepherd University Provost to work with the Executive Leadership Team to add to the Shepherd University catalog a policy that is fully consistent with the text below. It is understood that this applies to undergraduate students only, and that the individual graduate programs will develop similar policies. The Provost is requested to respond to the Faculty Senate as to the outcome of this resolution within 60 days.

Undergraduate students who have not yet fulfilled all requirements for graduation may participate in the May commencement ceremony as long as they are, as of the time of the May commencement ceremony, in good academic standing and have yet to complete no more than two courses totaling no more than nine credit hours. Those students must have already applied for May graduation to be eligible. Their names will be listed in the commencement program without Latin honors and with an indication that they have not yet completed all the degree requirements. After they have completed all degree requirements, they will be listed again in a future commencement program, with Latin honors as appropriate, but may not participate again in commencement. Previously, a six- or eight-credit upper limit had been discussed. However, this was increased to accommodate students for whom those final one or two courses could add up to nine credits, as may be the case with an internship or a co-op work experience. The phrase “good academic standing” means that the undergraduate student must have at least a 2.0 GPA for all courses (cumulative GPA), Shepherd courses (institutional GPA), courses presented to satisfy the major and the minor (this may be higher than 2.0 for some programs), and this must be the case following assessment of final spring grades. These requirements will likely be somewhat different for graduate students.


