
The Gateway Academy is a one-week residential, pre-
college program intended to encourage eighth graders 
who are going into the ninth grade to think about, plan, 
and prepare for college. The program is held in the 
summer on the campus of Shepherd University. 

Through activities and interactive classes, Academy 
participants receive instruction and information on the 
benefits of a college education. The program is designed 
to change learning habits, improve grades in school, and 
increase the possibility for college attendance. 

Participants will get a feel for college by living on campus 
and attending classes that are led by teachers and college 
professors.  Classes include hands-on activities that 
improve learning skills in science, math, writing, and 
social sciences. The academy will also provide instruction 
on how to study and career planning. Recreational 
activities such as bowling, billiards and games are also 
scheduled throughout the week.  

Participants will enjoy two field trips during the Academy, 
a day long trip to Washington, DC and an afternoon visit 
to nearby Harpers Ferry National Park. All trips are 
related to class activities.  

What is the Gateway Academy? 

When/Where is the Academy? 

The Academy will be held July 9-14, 2017 at Shepherd 
University.  The University is located in the Eastern 
Panhandle of West Virginia in Shepherdstown.  

Selection  

All applications received by the deadline April 21, 2017 will be 
considered.  Although the Academy is selective, it is not 
competitive. Generally students invited to attend: 
  

 are not academically performing to their potential ability 
(Note:  preference will be given to the student who falls 
somewhere between the middle and high performance 
level); 

 have the potential for college but lack goal commitment 
and planning for the future; 

 lack self-esteem/confidence in their ability to do school 
work; 

 need better study habits; 
 are members of a minority or disadvantaged 

socioeconomic group; and 
 are willing and enthusiastic about participating in a 

summer academy. 
  
Note: There is no limit to the number of applicants submitted 
per school. The Academy is committed to Equal Opportunity 
regardless of race, gender, or disability.  

How much does the Academy cost? 

Participants chosen by the selection committee are asked to 
make a $100 financial commitment to attend the Academy. 
Participants and their parents must handle the cost of 
transportation to and from Shepherdstown. Spending 
money is not required.  

Admission Requirements 

To be considered for the Gateway Academy, an applicant 
must: 
  
a) have satisfactory academic performance (average to 

good grades) in school; 
b) be eligible to enter the ninth grade in the fall semester 

of 2017; 
c) be no older than 15 years-of-age prior to the Gateway 

Academy (July 2017); 
d) be a US resident and attend a public school. Note:  

residents not attending public school may apply but 
are still required to provide all supporting application 
data.  Teacher references must be from certified 
educators, and verification must come from a 
counselor or principal at the nearest public school. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE @ www.shepherd.edu/gateway 


