
Marty Amerikaner, Ph.D. 
Marty Amerikaner is a professor 
and former chairman of the 
psychology department at 
Marshall University.  Dr. 
Amerikaner also is a past 
president of the state 
psychological association and 
former chairman of the state 
Board of Examiners of 
Psychologists.  He currently serves 
as the WV Representative to the 
American Psychological 
Association's Council of 
Representatives.  Dr. Amerikaner 
received his doctoral degree in 
Psychology from the University of 
Florida in 1978. He has provided 
psychological and counseling 
services to adolescents, adults and 
couples for over 30 years. Dr. 
Amerikaner's research interest is 
Psychotherapy Processes. His 
teaching interests are Therapy 
Interviewing, Clinical Supervision, 
Ethics, and Practicum Supervision. 

 
Mike Austin 
Mike Austin was raised in Yakima, 
Washington where honey bees are 
an essential part of the apple 
industry and has taken up 
beekeeping as a hobby.  He has a 
small related business selling his 
honey (Duchess Apiary) and is an 
active member of the Eastern 
Panhandle Beekeepers Association 
(EPBA).    Upon retirement from 
the Navy in 1985, Mike joined the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and served several 
tours at the U.S. Mission to NATO 
as the U.S. Representative to the 
Civil Emergency Planning 
Committee.    When not overseas 
he was FEMAs Planning Officer 
handling disaster preparedness 
and response working the Federal 
Departments and Agencies that 
get involved when a Presidential 
Disaster is declared.    Upon 
returning to the states in 2003 he 

was made the Senior Advisor for 
International Affairs. 
Mike travelled widely in Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia working 
with the NATO Partner nations.  
When visiting his counterparts 
helping them assess their 
resources and vulnerabilities, he 
frequently encountered differing 
farming methods, particularly 
beekeeping.   In each country it 
reflected their local culture and 
traditions.    
Shortly after retirement in 2004, 
he took a beekeeping course 
sponsored by the Hagerstown 
Valley Beekeepers Association in 
conjunction with the Eastern 
Panhandle organization and 
ordered two packages of bees 
from a supplier in North Carolina.   
He now manages 30 – 40 colonies 
that are kept at various locations 
in the county.  His primary focus is 
on the production of honey and 
mentoring several families in their 
beekeeping efforts. 
 

Jim Bowen, D.V.M. 
 

Kathy Corpus, Ph.D. 

Kathleen Corpus, Ph.D. is co-chair 
of the department of business 
administration and family and 
consumer sciences.  She holds a 
BA from California State University 
at Sacramento, an MA from 
Washington State University, and 
a PhD from Kansas State 
University.  Corpus recently 
earned the title of Certified 
Personal and Family Finance 
Educator (CPFFE) by the American 
Association of Family and 
Consumer Sciences.  Corpus joined 
the Shepherd University faculty in 
2008. 
 

Lee Doty 
Lee Doty practiced law for thirty-
three years before turning her 
attention full-time to writing 

novels, short stories and poetry.  
She obtained her Masters of Fine 
Arts in Creative Writing at 
Rosemont School of Graduate 
Studies in Rosemont, PA and 
chaired the Montgomery County 
Community College Writers’ Club 
for several years.  Her short stories 
and poetry have appeared in 
numerous publications, including 
Philadelphia Stories.  Her novel 
Tidal Kin is currently under review 
with an independent publisher.  
She received her B.S. from Duke 
University and J.D. from 
Georgetown University Law 
Center. 
 

Dale Leatherman 
Dale Ann Leatherman is a 
freelance travel writer specializing 
in equestrian sports, golf, and 
adventure.  She is a former 
president of the Society of 
American Travel Writers, an 
exclusive 1,000 member 
professional organization.  Dale’s 
career includes experience as a 
staff editor for newspapers, 
magazines, and websites.  She has 
been a freelance writer/editor for 
more than 30 years.  Her articles 
have been published in diverse 
outlets, including AAA World, the 
Robb Report, Washingtonian, 
Meetings & Conventions, LINKS, 
Global Traveler, the Dallas 
Morning News, and the Columbus 
Dispatch.  Courting Danger, her 
book collaboration with the late 
1930s tennis star/WWII spy Alice 
Marble, was a lead title for St. 
Martin’s Press and is currently 
under movie option. 

 
Joe Markowitz, Ph.D. 
Joe received his Bachelors, 
Masters and Doctorate degrees in 
Math and Psychology.  He 
previously worked as a private 
consultant for the Franklin 
Institute, BellCom in the Apollo 



Program, BBN, the Central 
Intelligence Agency, MIT and IC.  
Joe is a member of the Defense 
Science Board, Intelligence 
Community Science Board and FBI 
Director’s Advisory Board. 
 

Judith Marshall 
 
Dana Mitchell 
Dana Mitchell moved to 
Shepherdstown from the D.C. area 
a decade ago. She brought with 
her a comprehensive love of 
history, a flair for theatrics, and 
even a personal nugget from her 
own journey. 
“I always say I was born into it—
having nearly been born in the 
elevator of the U.S. Capitol 
building,” she admits. “My mother 
worked at the Capitol and I grew 
up there, seeing history all around 
me all the time. I just loved it, and 
I love theatrics and sharing 
information with people.” 
Mitchell grew up in D.C. and 
always wanted to be a guide of 
some sort—often taking to giving 
tours of the city to visiting family 
and friends—though she never 
fully pursued a desire to be a tour 
guide. She does a great deal of 
research on all of the things she 
talks about, to confirm the 
backstories. Mitchell started the 
Shepherdstown Mysteries Walk 
tour in August of 2014. 
 

Michael Mitchell 
Mike Mitchell is the Chairman of 
the C&O Canal Trust and President 
of Michael C. Mitchell Consulting, 
LLC, a practice that focuses on 
business development for firms in 
the defense and aerospace 
industry.  He retired from 
Lockheed Martin in 2011 after a 
20-year career with the firm.  Prior 
to his work for Lockheed Martin, 
Mike served on the staff of the 
Senate Governmental Affairs 

Committee for Senator William V. 
Roth, Jr. (R-DE).  Mike has a BA in 
history from Trinity College, 
Hartford, CT and a Master in 
Public Administration from 
American University in 
Washington, DC.  He is the former 
Chairman of the Board of 
Kenwood Country Club and is in 
his 24th year as an adult Boy Scout 
leader in Potomac, MD. 
 

Anne Murtagh, Ph.D. 
Anne Murtagh has a Master's 
degree in community psychology 
and a Ph.D. in clinical 
psychology.  She is an Associate 
Professor of Psychology at 
Shepherd University, with a 
special interest in 
psychopathology, positive 
psychology, ADHD and attention, 
and mindfulness meditation. 
 

Rita Nieman 
Rita Nieman moved with her 
husband Charles to 
Shepherdstown from Pittsburgh, 
PA, where eight years ago she 
became involved in raising 
awareness and helping survivors 
of Human Trafficking. She has 
started a chapter of the Eastern 
Panhandle Human Exploitation 
and Anti-Trafficking Task Force at 
Shepherd University, seeking to 
bring together members of the 
community and the university in a 
combined effort. Rita has a 
Master’s Degree in German and is 
semi-retired from teaching. 
 

J. Edward Slonaker  

A Certified Financial Planner and 
Wealth Advisor, Ed Slonaker is the 
CEO/ Managing Partner of Morgan 
Financial Group, LLC and has been 
in the financial services business 
for over 25 years.  He is a 
registered representative of 
Founders Financial Securities, LLC 
and Life Underwriter Training 

Council Fellow.  Ed serves on the 
advisory boards of Founders 
Financial Inc., Eastern West 
Virginia Community Foundation 
and the United Way of the Eastern 
Panhandle. 

 

Sara Smith 
A resident of Shepherdstown, Sara 
Smith is a Professor Emerita of 
English from Montgomery College, 
MD.  She was also the Assistant 
Chief Executive Officer for 
Academic and Student Affairs at 
Montgomery College.  She taught 
courses such as Expository 
Writing, World Literature, 
Women’s Literature and Honors 
Seminars.  Sara holds a BA in 
English from Millsaps College, 
Jackson, MS and a MA in English 
from University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville.  She also completed 
Post Graduate studies and taught 
part-time at University of 
Arkansas, University of Illinois, and 
University of North Carolina. 
 

Linda Spatig, Ed.D. 
Linda Spatig is Professor Emeritus 
at Marshall University where she 
taught research methods in the 
College of Education and 
Professional Development for 30 
years.  She was Co-Director for the 
Center for the Study of Ethnicity 
and Gender in Appalachia and 
Associate Editor of the Journal of 
Appalachian Studies.  Dr. Spatig 
has presented numerous papers 
on youth, gender and ethnicity in 
Appalachia.   She retired this past 
spring and now resides in 
Shepherdstown with her husband 
Marty Amerikaner.   
 

John Splaine, Ed.D. 
John Splaine has taught for over 
50 years. He taught at the 
University of Maryland, University 
of New Hampshire, University of 
Denver, and Shepherd University. 



He also taught in high schools in 
Maryland and New Hampshire. 
Among his non-fiction books are 
“A Companion to the Lincoln-
Douglas Debates,” and “The Road 
to the White House since 
Television.” His novel, “Mr. M’s 
Notebook” will be released in 
January, 2017. 
He was a consultant to the 
television network, C-SPAN, from 
1987 to 2007. Splaine worked on 
the series, “The Lincoln-Douglas 
Debates,” “American Writers,” 
and “American Presidents.” The 
latter received a Peabody Award. 
 

Susan Strasser 
As a 15-year old during the Civil 
Rights Movement, Susan Strasser 
picketed Woolworth’s in her 
hometown in support of the sit-ins 
at lunch counters in the South, 
and stood on the National Mall to 
hear Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
describe a dream that was hers, 
too.   Today, in response to the 
murders at Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal church in 
Charleston, SC and to 
#BlackLivesMatter, Strasser seeks 
to use her skills as a prize-winning 
historian to address issues of 
contemporary racism.  Strasser is 
a Richards Professor of American 
History Emerita at the University 
of Delaware. She has also taught 
at The Evergreen State College, 
George Washington University, 
Princeton University, the Bard 
Graduate Center, and (as Fulbright 
Senior Lecturer) at the Free 
University of Berlin.  Her work has 
been supported by the Rockefeller 
and Guggenheim foundations, the 
German Historical Institute, the 
Harvard Business School, the 
American Council of Learned 
Societies, Harvard’s Bunting 
Institute, the Smithsonian 
Institution, and the Cultures of 
Consumption Programme, 
University of London.  The New 

Yorker has praised Strasser for 
“retrieving what history discards:  
the taken-for-granted minutiae of 
everyday life.”  Her books Never 
Done: A History of American 
Housework; Satisfaction 
Guaranteed: The Making of the 
American Mass Market; and 
Waste and Want: A Social History 
of Trash have been widely 
reviewed, and translated into 
Italian, Korean, and Japanese.  
 

Fred Turco 
Fred served for almost 40 years as 
an officer in the CIA.  He spent 18 
years abroad as a field case officer 
during which he was in charge of 
two major overseas offices - first 
Deputy Chief of the CIA's Counter 
Terrorist Center and it's second 
Chief.  Following his overseas post, 
Fred ran three separate offices at 
CIA Headquarters, two of which he 
established.  He is the recipient of 
numerous awards, including the 
Directors Award, the Distinguished 
Intelligence Award, the 
Distinguished Career Intelligence 
Award, the Distinguished Officer in 
the Senior Intelligence Service 
Award, two Donovan Awards, and 
letters of commendation from the 
FBI, Secret Service, U.S. Marines, 
U.S. Military's Special Forces and 
several other U.S.G. organizations. 
 

Brom Watkins 
Brom Watkins is a graduate of 
Shepherd University, then 
Shepherd College, with a B.S. in 
Business Administration.  He 
received his master’s degree in 
Economics from University of 
Maryland.  Brom worked as an 
economist for the Federal Trade 
Commission for ten years before 
going into business for himself.  
He taught undergraduate 
economics courses at Shepherd 
University as an adjunct professor. 
 

Arthur Wineburg 
Arthur Wineburg taught college 
courses in economics and 
undertook system analyses for the 
Defense Department until he 
began the practice of law, which 
he did for more than 35 years.  Art 
lectured before professional 
organizations in the U.S., Europe, 
and Asia and served as an adjunct 
professor of law.   He retired as a 
partner at Akin, Gump, Strauss, 
Hauer & Feld in 2009 so he could 
live in Shepherdstown and pursue 
whatever caught his fancy. 
 
 
 


