
Marty Amerikaner,  Ph.D. 
Marty Amerikaner is a professor 
and former chairman of the 
psychology department at 
Marshall University.  Dr. 
Amerikaner also is a past 
president of the state 
psychological association and 
former chairman of the state 
Board of Examiners of 
Psychologists.  He currently serves 
as the WV Representative to the 
American Psychological 
Association's Council of 
Representatives.  Dr. Amerikaner 
received his doctoral degree in 
Psychology from the University of 
Florida in 1978. He has provided 
psychological and counseling 
services to adolescents, adults and 
couples for over 30 years. Dr. 
Amerikaner's research interest is 
Psychotherapy Processes. His 
teaching interests are Therapy 
Interviewing, Clinical Supervision, 
Ethics, and Practicum Supervision. 

 
Mike Austin 
Mike Austin was raised in Yakima, 
Washington where honey bees are 
an essential part of the apple 
industry and has taken up 
beekeeping as a hobby.  He has a 
small related business selling his 
honey (Duchess Apiary) and is an 
active member of the Eastern 
Panhandle Beekeepers Association 
(EPBA).    Upon retirement from 
the Navy in 1985, Mike joined the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and served several 
tours at the U.S. Mission to NATO 
as the U.S. Representative to the 
Civil Emergency Planning 
Committee.    When not overseas 
he was FEMAs Planning Officer 
handling disaster preparedness 
and response working the Federal 
Departments and Agencies that 
get involved when a Presidential 
Disaster is declared.    Upon 
returning to the states in 2003 he 

was made the Senior Advisor for 
International Affairs. 
Mike travelled widely in Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia working 
with the NATO Partner nations.  
When visiting his counterparts 
helping them assess their 
resources and vulnerabilities, he 
frequently encountered differing 
farming methods, particularly 
beekeeping.   In each country it 
reflected their local culture and 
traditions.    
Shortly after retirement in 2004, 
he took a beekeeping course 
sponsored by the Hagerstown 
Valley Beekeepers Association in 
conjunction with the Eastern 
Panhandle organization and 
ordered two packages of bees 
from a supplier in North Carolina.   
He now manages 30 – 40 colonies 
that are kept at various locations 
in the county.  His primary focus is 
on the production of honey and 
mentoring several families in their 
beekeeping efforts. 
 

Jason Best, Ph.D. 
Jason is a Professor in the Institute 
of Environmental and Physical 
Sciences at Shepherd University, 
and the university’s astrophysicist 
overseeing the Shepherd 
University Observatory.  He 
teaches numerous courses in 
astronomy, physics, and physical 
science.  His primary research 
areas are the large-scale structure 
of the Universe, galaxy evolution, 
and the history of 
astronomy/astronomy education.  
He is a member of the American 
Council on Education Fellows Class 
of 2015-16.  Best serves on 
numerous boards such as Hub 
Leader for Pulsar Search 
Collaboratory, Faculty Mentor for 
West Virginia Science Public 
Outreach Team, Past-President of 
the West Virginia Academy of 
Science, Faculty Representative 
for the Shepherd University Board 

of Governors, and Executive 
Committee Member of the 
Shepherd University Foundation. 
 

Rabbi Jon Brown 
Rabbi Brown was ordained in 1967 
at the Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati, the oldest rabbinic 
seminary in the United States. For 
nearly 40 years, he served 
congregations in Texas, Illinois, 
California, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
Virginia. He retired from the pulpit 
in 2010, but then worked for 5 
years as spiritual director of an 
Assisted Living and Memory Care 
facility in Baltimore. He's has 
served as a chaplain in hospitals, 
hospices, and prisons in addition 
to his work with congregations.  
Like many clergy, Rabbi Brown has 
been very active in interfaith 
programs and panels, and helped 
to integrate the Long Beach, CA 
school system. He helped organize 
a Walk on behalf of AIDS victims, 
and worked very hard to help 
people who face difficult 
challenges in their lives to find 
strategies to overcome them. 
Rabbi Brown has written a 
biography of a famous 
archaeologist, Dr. Nelson Glueck, 
who discovered King Solomon's 
copper mines in the Negev desert 
(now Israel) in the 1930s, and has 
a chapter in a book entitled: 
Life, Faith, and Cancer: Jewish 
Journeys through diagnosis, 
treatment and recovery, and 
organized a week-long series of 
events in synagogue and churches 
for people with a cancer diagnosis. 
Rabbi Brown graduated from Yale 
University, and is married, the 
father of four children and the 
grandfather of five. 
 

Pam Curtis 
After graduating from the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
Pam taught English for almost 40 
years at the high school and junior 



college level in three states and 
two foreign countries.  She 
received an M.A. in English from 
George Mason University in 
Fairfax County, Virginia, and 
taught gifted high school students 
for 25 years at the Thomas 
Jefferson High School for Science 
and Technology, rated the best 
public high school in the United 
States five years in a row by U.S. 
News and World Report.  Pam 
retired in 2010. 
 

Lee Doty 
Lee Doty practiced law for thirty-
three years before turning her 
attention full-time to writing 
novels, short stories and poetry.  
She obtained her Masters of Fine 
Arts in Creative Writing at 
Rosemont School of Graduate 
Studies in Rosemont, PA and 
chaired the Montgomery County 
Community College Writers’ Club 
for several years.  Her short stories 
and poetry have appeared in 
numerous publications, including 
Philadelphia Stories.  Her novel 
Tidal Kin is currently under review 
with an independent publisher.  
She received her B.S. from Duke 
University and J.D. from 
Georgetown University Law 
Center. 

 
Doug Estepp 
Doug Estepp grew up in Mingo 
County, the grandson of a coal 
miner.  He is a long-time federal 
employee currently working for 
the US Treasury in Martinsburg 
and is the owner/operator of Coal 
Country Tours.  He received a BA 
in History from West Virginia 
University and has been an ardent 
student of the history of southern 
WV for over 30 years.  He 
currently resides with his wife 
Carol in Shenandoah County, VA. 

 
 

Patrick Farris 
Patrick Farris is from Bladen 
County, North Carolina, and 
received a Bachelor of Arts with 
Honors in Anthropology in 1989 
from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Farris 
attained a Language Certificate in 
Arabic from Kuwait University in 
1990 and a Language Certificate in 
Uzbek from Tashkent State 
University in 1992, attending 
graduate school at Indiana 
University for his degrees in 
Anthropology and Central 
Eurasian Studies. Farris has been 
an instructor in the social sciences 
in Moore County, North Carolina 
and in Warren County and 
Winchester City in Virginia, and 
has been part of the faculties of 
Indiana University-Purdue 
University, Shepherd University, 
Bridgewater College, Lord Fairfax 
Community College and 
Shenandoah University. Farris has 
been the Executive Director of the 
Warren Heritage Society in Front 
Royal, Virginia since 2004, and has 
served on several boards and 
commissions involved in the 
development of historical 
resources in the Shenandoah 
Valley, including the Battle of 
Front Royal Committee for the 
Town of Front Royal, the 
Sesquicentennial of the American 
Civil War local committee for 
Warren County, and the French & 
Indian War Foundation in the City 
of Winchester. In public service, 
Farris has chaired both the Board 
of Architectural Review and the 
Tree Commission for the City of 
Winchester, and chaired the Cedar 
Creek and Belle Grove National 
Historical Park Federal Advisory 
Commission to which he was 
appointed by the US Department 
of the Interior. The State 
Legislature of Virginia appointed 
Farris to the Virginia Bicentennial 
of the War of 1812 Citizens 

Advisory Committee and to 
various committees of the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial 
Commission. Farris’s most recent 
ethnographic research has been in 
West Virginia's Eastern Panhandle 
and in the Republic of Lebanon. 
He and his wife Krista are most 
proud to have three wonderful 
children, Alexander, Sebastian and 
Langston. 
 

Sam Fink, Ph.D. 
Sam moved to the Shepherdstown 
area from Minnesota after 
working as a psychologist for 34 
years. Much of that time he 
worked in a community mental 
health center where he served as 
a clinical supervisor, and during 
the latter portion of his career he 
operated a private practice 
providing services to adults. His 
practice focused on treatment of 
anxiety, depression, anger and 
stress, and on distressed 
relationships. Therapy often 
involved assisting clients to re-
conceptualize their life stories to 
reflect greater self-efficacy and 
personal empowerment. After 
retiring in late 2014, Sam was 
designated as a psychologist 
emeritus by the Minnesota Board 
of Psychology. Concurrent with his 
clinical practice, he taught 
graduate courses in counseling for 
several years for Winona State 
University, then for 20 years he 
taught a variety of courses at Saint 
Mary’s University of Minnesota, 
where he was an adjunct full 
professor in the Department of 
Counseling and Psychological 
Services and was twice awarded 
as an outstanding faculty member. 
He earned his B.A. in history from 
Miami University (Ohio), M.Ed. in 
community counseling from the 
University of Missouri—Columbia, 
and Ph.D. in counseling 
psychology from Ball State 
University. Sam holds life 



membership status in the 
American Psychological 
Association. In addition to his 
career in psychology, Sam has 
maintained a lifelong interest in 
history and is currently 
researching and writing a book 
regarding the life stories of several 
members of an Ohio Civil War 
regiment. 
 

Alan Gibson 
Alan received his degrees in 
Languages and Linguistics from 
Washington and Lee and 
Georgetown Universities.  For 
most of his adult life, he has 
enjoyed a successful career in 
advertising, and also held teaching 
positions as a French Master in a 
prep school and Visiting Associate 
Professor of Modern Languages at 
Shepherd University.  Now a best-
selling author of fiction, Alan’s first 
book, “The Dead of Winter” was 
born of his insane lifelong 
attraction to horror movies.  He 
would stay up late with his older 
brother on the living room floor, 
where they’d dragged tons of 
blankets and pillows to spend 
those special nights.  Though he 
was older, Pete was just as scared 
as Alan.  Alan is also chief 
executive officer of a brand-new 
emerging company, PotLuck, 
which connects you to another 
person with common interests for 
a video chat over dinner.   Along 
with his partner, Scott Beard, he 
owns and operates Ridgefield 
Farm in Harpers Ferry. 
 

Kathryn Henry, Ph.D. 
Kathryn taught college chemistry 
for 32 years, most recently at 
Hood College in Frederick, MD, 
before retiring in 2011.  She has 
Master’s degrees from The Johns 
Hopkins University and Rice 
University.  She still loves science 
education, especially when she 
can excite non-scientists about her 

subject matter.  She also does 
birding, gardening, needlework, 
and singing.  She volunteers 
actively in her church and with the 
Potomac Valley Audubon Society. 
 

Reba (Becki) Jones, Ph.D. 
Dr. Becki Jones has her Doctor of 
Musical Arts in Music Education 
from Shenandoah University 
Conservatory and Bachelor of 
Music Education from West 
Virginia University.  She has her 
Orff Teacher Certification in Levels 
I,II and III.  She retired from Fairfax 
County Public Schools in 2012 
where she taught general music in 
K-6th grade.  She previously taught 
private piano lessons and was the 
church organist and choir director 
for Asbury United Methodist 
Church.  Jones has received 
numerous awards and grants 
during her teaching career and has 
published several articles and 
reviewed books and music 
software for Music Educators 
Journal.  Becki was the recipient of 
the Optimist Award for 
Outstanding Music Educator at 
Herndon Elementary School.   
 

Mark Kohut 
Mark Kohut is a full-service book 
and publishing consultant.  He has 
been involved in the book industry 
for 50 years from evaluating 
manuscripts to getting them 
edited, published and sold. 
He is president and publisher of 
Redburn Press and president of 
Mark Kohut and Associates.  He 
previously worked for St. Martin’s 
Press and William Morrow & 
Company.  Mark has also held 
positions of bookseller, bookstore 
manager, book buyer, publishers’ 
representative for major 
publishers, key account manager, 
and small press publisher. Kohut 
was a board member of the New 
York Center for Independent 
Publishing. 

 

Joe Markowitz, Ph.D. 
Joe received his Bachelors, 
Masters and Doctorate degrees in 
Math and Psychology.  He 
previously worked as a private 
consultant for the Franklin 
Institute, BellCom in the Apollo 
Program, BBN, the Central 
Intelligence Agency, MIT and IC.  
Joe is a member of the Defense 
Science Board, Intelligence 
Community Science Board and FBI 
Director’s Advisory Board. 
 

Peggy McKowen 
Associate Producing Director for 
the Contemporary American 
Theater Festival, Peggy spends ten 
months working with Ed 
Herendeen to plan, organize and 
facilitate “the art” and 
programming.  She spends 10 
months organizing calendars and 
schedules; hiring artists and staff; 
streamlining production and 
department budgets; and plotting 
for 80 + people to join CATF in 
June.  Most importantly, Peggy 
works with the artists to ensure 
that they have the best 
collaboratively artistic experience 
possible.  And occasionally, she 
assumes the role of artist.  In 
2012, Peggy designed the scenery 
for From Prague by Kyle 
Bradstreet and the costumes for 
the 2011 Commission, The 
Insurgents, by Lucy Thurber. 
 

Joshua Midgett 
Joshua recently joined the Theater 
Festival staff after completing his 
graduate studies at American 
University in Arts Administration. 
During his time in the District of 
Columbia, he worked with a 
handful of arts organizations in 
various capacities, including the 
DeVos Institute of Arts 
Management (then housed at the 
Kennedy Center), GALA Hispanic 

http://abgibson.me/the-dead-of-winter/


Theatre, Young Playwright’s 
Theatre, and American 
University’s Greenberg Theatre. 
While at American, Joshua studied 
abroad as a part of the 
University’s Certificate in 
International Arts Management 
program, spending a semester at 
Victoria University of Wellington 
studying Tourism Management. 
He also served as the Financial 
Chair for the Emerging Arts 
Leaders Symposium, an 
organization dedicated to inspiring 
conversation among current and 
future leaders in the arts about 
the spectrum of concerns facing 
the industry.   Prior to his time in 
the Mid Atlantic, he worked as a 
company and residence manager 
for companies such as the Utah 
Shakespeare Festival, the 
Glimmerglass Festival, Dorset 
Theatre Festival, and the 
Peterborough Players. His 
theatrical management career 
began, however, at the Trinity 
Repertory Company, where he 
served as a management intern. 
His undergraduate studies were at 
Keene State College in southwest 
New Hampshire, where he earned 
a Bachelor’s of Art in both 
Directing and Economics. 
 

Marie Nicol 
Marie Nicol is an independent 
consultant providing executive 
coaching, facilitation, and training 
to public sector executives, 
leaders, and managers.  Prior to 
her retirement in 2015, she was a 
Program Director at the Eastern 
Management Development Center 
(EMDC) for the Office of Personnel 
Management in Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia.  She was 
responsible for providing career 
education and development 
services for government leaders 
by designing, developing, and 
delivering government seminars.  
Marie brings over 30 years’ 

experience in the training and 
development field from both the 
private and public sector.  Marie is 
Myers-Briggs Type Indicator 
(MBTI) qualified and has 
conducted numerous classes and 
individual consultations for both 
the private and public sector.  She 
is also certified to administer and 
interpret the BarOn EQi Emotional 
Intelligence assessment, the 
Inscape DiSC Behavioral Styles 
assessment, the OPM 360 
Leadership assessment, and the 
Center for Creative Leadership 
(CCL) Benchmarks assessment.  
Marie also is a graduate of Coach 
U and is currently enrolled in 
Coach U’s Advanced Coaching 
Program.  She holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Business 
Administration from Shepherd 
University in Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia, and a Master of 
Business Administration degree 
from Frostburg State University in 
Frostburg, Maryland. 
 

Rita Nieman 
Rita Nieman moved with her 
husband Charles to 
Shepherdstown from Pittsburgh, 
PA, where eight years ago she 
became involved in raising 
awareness and helping survivors 
of Human Trafficking. She has 
started a chapter of the Eastern 
Panhandle Human Exploitation 
and Anti-Trafficking Task Force at 
Shepherd University, seeking to 
bring together members of the 
community and the university in a 
combined effort. Rita has a 
Master’s Degree in German and is 
semi-retired from teaching. 
 

Carolyn Rodis 
Carolyn is a mediator, teacher, 
trainer and conflict coach.  She is 
certified by the Maryland Council 
for Dispute Resolution and 
qualified to mediate for the 
Maryland Circuit and District 

Courts.  She has been an active 
trainer for mediators and for 
service providers in elder 
mediation issues around aging, 
and mediation skills since 2001.  
Carolyn was a co-founder and first 
tri-chair of the Elder Decision-
Making Section of the Association 
for Conflict Resolution, and chairs 
its Training Standards Committee.  
She is an adjunct professor at 
Shepherd University and at Anne 
Arundel Community College 
where she has taught in the 
Institute for the Future and 
teaches in the Continuing 
Professional Education 
Department. 
 

Emily Romine 
Emily Wanger Romine grew up in 
Martinsburg, WV.  She received 
her formative training in classical 
ballet from Carolou Russell at the 
West Virginia Youth Ballet.  During 
her High School years she received 
additional training with David 
Howard, the School of American 
Ballet, and Walnut Hill School for 
the Performing  Arts.  After 
graduating from Martinsburg High 
School in 1990 Ms. Romine spent 
one year in Brazil on a Rotary 
Exchange experience.  Upon her 
return, she continued her 
education at Wittenberg 
University in Springfield, OH 
where she received Bachelor's 
degrees in Art History and French.  
During her time at Wittenberg 
University she continued her 
dance training with the 
Wittenberg Dance Company, 
classes at Ballet Met in Columbus, 
OH, and classes at the Centre de 
Dance du Marais in Paris, France 
during an 8 month study abroad 
experience her Junior year. 
Upon graduation from Wittenberg 
in 1995, Ms. Romine spent six 
months in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
teaching English.  Her only regret 
during that time is that she did not 



learn the Tango.  Ms. Romine 
returned to Martinsburg after 
Argentina, and made her way to 
Shepherdstown via a job 
opportunity at the Cress Creek 
Golf and Country Club.  She 
continued dancing upon her 
return, with Russell, as well as in 
the D.C. Metro area through open 
classes at the Washington Ballet, 
Joy of Motion, and the Maryland 
Youth Ballet.  While living in 
Shepherdstown, she received her 
Masters of Science in Education 
from Shenandoah University,  and 
began teaching French in Loudoun 
County, VA.    
In 2003 Shepherdstown School of 
Dance (SSOD) was born, giving Ms. 
Romine the opportunity to pass 
her love of classical dance on to 
others.  SSOD offers a structured 
progam in classical dance for 
students from ages 3-adult.  
Classes in Ballet, 
Pointe/Variations, Modern, Jazz, 
Tap, and Rommett Floor-Barre® 
provide a well rounded dance 
education and support the 
production of two annual 
performances (The Nutcracker and 
Annual Spring Performance) at the 
Frank Center for the Performing 
Arts at Shepherd University.  
Romine has also served as an 
adjunct faculty member at 
Shepherd University, teaching 
classes in Beginning Tap, Musical 
Theater Dance, and Movement for 
Singers, as well as assisting with 
choreography for productions of 
Company, Pirates of Penzance, 
and Big River.  In 2009 she 
received her first certification in 
Rommett Floor-Barre®, a beautiful 
technique created by Zena 
Rommett, which gently 
encourages proper alignment of 
the body, strengthens the joints, 
releases tension, without the 
stress of gravity. 
 

J. Edward Slonaker  

A Certified Financial Planner and 
Wealth Advisor, Ed Slonaker is the 
CEO/ Managing Partner of Morgan 
Financial Group, LLC and has been 
in the financial services business 
for over 25 years.  He is a 
registered representative of 
Founders Financial Securities, LLC 
and Life Underwriter Training 
Council Fellow.  Ed serves on the 
advisory boards of Founders 
Financial Inc., Eastern West 
Virginia Community Foundation 
and the United Way of the Eastern 
Panhandle. 
 

Grant Smith 
A resident of Jefferson County, 
Grant Smith was the US 
Ambassador to Tajikistan from 
1995 to 1998, after a career that 
concentrated on South Asia.  Upon 
his return from Tajikistan, he 
became Diplomat In Residence at 
the Peacekeeping Institute of the 
US Army War College and also 
served in the US Mission to the 
United Nations as Senior Area 
Adviser for South Asia and the 
Newly Independent States of the 
former Soviet Union in the fall of 
1999 and 2000.  He retired from 
the US Foreign Service at the end 
of 2000, becoming Senior Fellow 
at the Central Asia Caucasus 
Institute, but returned to service 
briefly in 2003 as acting Political 
Adviser to the Commander of 
Coalition Forces in Afghanistan. 
 

John Splaine, Ed.D. 
John Splaine has taught for over 
50 years. He taught at the 
University of Maryland, University 
of New Hampshire, University of 
Denver, and Shepherd University. 
He also taught in high schools in 
Maryland and New Hampshire. 
Among his non-fiction books are 
“A Companion to the Lincoln-
Douglas Debates,” and “The Road 
to the White House since 
Television.” His novel, “Mr. M’s 

Notebook” will be released in 
January, 2017. 
He was a consultant to the 
television network, C-SPAN, from 
1987 to 2007. Splaine worked on 
the series, “The Lincoln-Douglas 
Debates,” “American Writers,” 
and “American Presidents.” The 
latter received a Peabody Award. 
 

Nancy Stewart 
Nancy Stewart has been in the 
book industry for over 30 years.  
She has held positions such as 
bookseller, bookstore manager, 
and lead buyer for Ingram Book 
Company, a large international 
book wholesaler and distributor.  
Stewart was President of the 
Women’s National Book 
Association, Director of Book Sales 
for the Southern Festival of Books, 
and Board Member of the 
Independent Book Publishers 
Association.  She is in charge of 
the book sale at the 
Shepherdstown Community Club. 
 

Susan Strasser 
As a 15-year old during the Civil 
Rights Movement, Susan Strasser 
picketed Woolworth’s in her 
hometown in support of the sit-ins 
at lunch counters in the South, 
and stood on the National Mall to 
hear Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
describe a dream that was hers, 
too.   Today, in response to the 
murders at Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal church in 
Charleston, SC and to 
#BlackLivesMatter, Strasser seeks 
to use her skills as a prize-winning 
historian to address issues of 
contemporary racism.  Strasser is 
a Richards Professor of American 
History Emerita at the University 
of Delaware. She has also taught 
at The Evergreen State College, 
George Washington University, 
Princeton University, the Bard 
Graduate Center, and (as Fulbright 
Senior Lecturer) at the Free 



University of Berlin.  Her work has 
been supported by the Rockefeller 
and Guggenheim foundations, the 
German Historical Institute, the 
Harvard Business School, the 
American Council of Learned 
Societies, Harvard’s Bunting 
Institute, the Smithsonian 
Institution, and the Cultures of 
Consumption Programme, 
University of London.  The New 
Yorker has praised Strasser for 
“retrieving what history discards:  
the taken-for-granted minutiae of 
everyday life.”  Her books Never 
Done: A History of American 
Housework; Satisfaction 
Guaranteed: The Making of the 
American Mass Market; and 
Waste and Want: A Social History 
of Trash have been widely 
reviewed, and translated into 
Italian, Korean, and Japanese.  
 

Nancy Streeter 
After a career in the 
environmental field, Nancy 
Streeter continues her interest in 
nature by recreating wildlife in 
wood.  Her animal creations, 
caught in motion, sometimes 
whimsical, sometimes realistic, 
provide a peek into nature.  
During the holidays, she turns to 
creating unique Santa’s and other 
holiday works.  Starting 
woodcarving in her mid-life, she is 
self-taught and has no formal 
artistic training.  Her creations are 
each unique and require many 
hours of work to be 
completed.  She has taught 
woodcarving for many years 
through the Heritage Craft Center, 
Martinsburg, and the Washington 
Street Artists Cooperative in 
Charles Town. 
 
 
 

Fred Turco 
Fred served for almost 40 years as 
an officer in the CIA.  He spent 18 

years abroad as a field case officer 
during which he was in charge of 
two major overseas offices - first 
Deputy Chief of the CIA's Counter 
Terrorist Center and it's second 
Chief.  Following his overseas post, 
Fred ran three separate offices at 
CIA Headquarters, two of which he 
established.  He is the recipient of 
numerous awards, including the 
Directors Award, the Distinguished 
Intelligence Award, the 
Distinguished Career Intelligence 
Award, the Distinguished Officer in 
the Senior Intelligence Service 
Award, two Donovan Awards, and 
letters of commendation from the 
FBI, Secret Service, U.S. Marines, 
U.S. Military's Special Forces and 
several other U.S.G. organizations. 
 

Peter Wilkins 
Peter Wilkins is retired after four 
decades as an IT practitioner, 
manager, and highly regarded 
teacher with solid planning, 
organizational, and project 
management skills. He has global 
experience in life sciences, 
chemicals, health care and higher 
education, and both Federal and 
State Government sectors. He has 
a Project Management Profession-
al certification, MBA degree, and a 
consistent record of results.  He 
also enjoys sharing his knowledge 
of wine and has given wine tours 
in upstate New York.  
 

Arthur Wineburg 
Arthur Wineburg taught college 
courses in economics and 
undertook system analyses for the 
Defense Department until he 
began the practice of law, which 
he did for more than 35 years.  Art 
lectured before professional 
organizations in the U.S., Europe, 
and Asia and served as an adjunct 
professor of law.   He retired as a 
partner at Akin, Gump, Strauss, 
Hauer & Feld in 2009 so he could 

live in Shepherdstown and pursue 
whatever caught his fancy. 
 

Lynn Yellott 
Lynn Yellott has lived in OH, WI, 
MA, NY, and MD.  She received 
her bachelor’s degree at Oberlin 
College and her Master’s in Library 
Science at Simmons College. While 
living in Syracuse, NY, she 
pioneered in the field of consumer 
health information and loved 
working in a public library 
reference department.  
In Columbia, MD, she focused on 
parenting and was active in 
grassroots efforts to change U.S. 
policies in Central America. Her 
experience as a citizen lobbyist, 
traveling in Latin America, and in 
human rights carried over to both 
the Amnesty International chapter 
she helped found after she moved 
to Shepherdstown in 2000 as well 
as to working for improved 
Medicare for all. These 
experiences, combined with the 
community organizing perspective 
she learned from her dad, shaped 
her world view — her heart 
continues to be drawn to 
advocacy and systemic change. 
 

Chip Zimmer, Ph.D. 
Dr. Chip Zimmer earned his B.S. in 
recreation administration in 1974 
and his M.S. in sport psychology in 
1976 from WVU. He received his 
Ph.D. in business and sport 
management from the University 
of Maryland in 1981. Zimmer 
served as a commissioner for 
the USA Volleyball Chesapeake 
Region and founded Tri-
State FCA Volleyball Club. He is 
assistant professor of business 
administration at Shepherd 
University and MBA Coordinator. 
While at WVU, Zimmer was the 
coordinator of men’s intramural 
sports, general manager of the 
“Old Pros,” and played Freshman 
Baseball. He was inducted into The 



Mountain, ranking men’s honorary 
and into Sphinx, senior men’s 
honorary.  Zimmer was elected to 
two terms as the student 
representative on the WVU 
Athletic Council.  He is the only 
person who is an Honorary 
Member of both the University of 
Maryland “M” Club and 
the WVU Varsity Club. His 
interests include waterfowl 
hunting, fly fishing and World War 
II and Revolutionary War history. 
Zimmer is active in the Scottish 
Rite Freemasons and Knights of St. 
Andrew. 
 

Jerry Zimmerman, Ph.D. 
Jerry received his Bachelor of 
Music from Bowling Green State 
University, Master of Music from 
Ithaca College and Ph.D. in Music 
Education and Performance from 
West Virginia University.  He was 
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