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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
Dates and Deadlines:  Abstract Submission Deadline: Friday, March 31, 2017 
Event:  Saturday, April 8, 2017 

 
Abstract Submission 
Interested students should submit a narrative summary of their original research, scholarly or 
creative work as a WORD document and/or PDF file. The narrative summary should not exceed 
300 words and be formulated according to APA guidelines.  Abstracts are submitted online only 
to the Dean of Graduate Studies (sbeard@shepherd.edu). No paper abstracts will be accepted. 
All abstracts will be published online prior to the conference and will be archived for future 
reference. 
 
Who may apply 
Graduate students who enrolled or are currently enrolled (Fall 2016/Spring 2017) are eligible to 
present. Those students who graduated Summer or Fall 2016 are also eligible to participate. 
The research presented should be appropriate to the student’s discipline. 
 
Collaborative Submissions 
Collaborative abstracts and collaborative presentations for Graduate Research Day are allowed.  
This can include group project presentations in any graduate course.  All presenters must be 
Shepherd University students. 
 
Presentation Format 
Students will have the option to present their work as an oral presentation or a poster display. 
Students who are eligible for Distinguished Graduate Student Awards must give an oral 
presentation summarizing their research project. 
 
Oral Presentation Instructions 
Students will be given 15 minutes (2-3 minutes to set up their presentation, 7-10 minutes for 
the actual presentation, and if needed, time for a few brief questions) to present their work. A 
computer and projector will be made available.  Please send your presentation in PowerPoint 
format to Ms. Amy Speck (aspeck@shepherd.edu) by the published deadline, March 31st. 
 

mailto:sbeard@shepherd.edu
mailto:aspeck@shepherd.edu


Poster Presentation Instructions 
Posters must be either printed on a single sheet of paper or some type of a large poster board. 
Posters on large format paper must be mounted on a rigid backing to stand on the easel.  Using 
a tri-fold mounted poster will allow for ease of display.  Please let the Office of Graduate 
Studies know if you need an easel.  Poster presentations will be available throughout the day, 
and students will be notified of any special time frame for presentations to interested audience 
members. 
 
NOTE:  To be eligible for Distinguished Graduate Student Awards, students must fill out  the 

application/nomination form and the nominee must present their project at Graduate 

Research Day.  Adjudicators may ask for your complete or partially complete manuscript, 

which must be formatted using, the Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association, using the most current edition (APA).   Each manuscript should contain: a title page 

with full title and subtitle (if any); an abstract of approximately 150-300 words.  Please submit 

all documents as a Microsoft Word document. PDFs will not be reviewed. 

 
 

For further information, please contact: 

Dr. Scott Beard, Dean of Graduate Studies • sbeard@shepherd.edu  

Web: http://www.shepherd.edu/graduate-studies • 304-876-5313 

 

 

ABSTRACT INFORMATION 
Abstract formatting rules 

 
• Title of the poster: left justified. 

• Authors of the poster: full first and last names, left justified, with presenting author(s) 
underlined. 

• Author's Graduate Program: list program and institution for authors, italicized 

• Your poster abstract: text should be justified. 

• Format: single-spaced, Arial or Calibri font, size 11; abstract is not to exceed 300 words 

• Save your abstract as a Word document, naming it: (your last name) Abstract (for example: 
“Smith Abstract”). 

 
Once completed, attach your Word document to an email and send to Amy Speck 
(aspeck@shepherd.edu) no later than Friday, March 31st. 
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Graduate Student Research Day 

Abstract Examples 
Please see below an example of a correctly formatted abstract for Graduate Student Research 
Day: 
 
Humanities Abstracts 
“Margaret C. Anderson’s Little Review” 
Sophia Estante and Lorrie Moore (Mentor), English 
This research looks at the work of Margaret C. Anderson, the editor of the Little Review.  The 
review published first works by Sherwood Anderson, James Joyce, Wyndham Lewis, and Ezra 
Pound.  This research draws upon mostly primary sources including memoirs, published letters, 
and a complete collection of the Little Review. Most prior research on Anderson focuses on her 
connection to the famous writers and personalities that she published and associated 
with.  This focus undermines her role as the dominant creative force behind one of the most 
influential little magazines published in the 20th Century. This case example shows how little 
magazine publishing is arguably a literary art. 
 
This project involves discovering how the American Revolution was remembered during the 
nineteenth century.  The goal is to show that the American Revolution was memorialized by the 
actions of the United States government during the 1800s. This has been done by examining 
events such as the Supreme Court cases of John Marshall and the Nullification Crisis. Upon 
examination of these events, it becomes clear that John Marshall and John Calhoun (creator of 
the Doctrine of Nullification) attempted to use the American Revolution to bolster their claims 
by citing speeches from Founding Fathers. Through showing that the American Revolution lives 
on in memory, this research highlights the importance of the revolution in shaping the actions 
of the United States government. 
 
Social Science Abstracts 
“The Tony Hawk Learning Project” 
Lauren Silberman and Elisabeth (Betty) Hayes (Mentor), Curriculum & Instruction 
The study is to show how even a “sport” video game can incorporate many types of learning, to 
call attention to what might be overlooked as significant forms of learning, and to understand 
and take advantage of the opportunities video games afford as more deliberate learning 
environments. The aspects explored are the skills and techniques required to be successful in 
the game, the environment that skaters skate in, the personal vs. group identity that is shown 
through the general appearance of the skater, and the values and icons that the game teaches 
players. We are finding that sport video games support learning; we hope to find how one 
learns about oneself as a learner from playing. 
 
Hard Science Abstracts 
“Biogeography of Chemical Defense in Birch Trees” 
Sarah Brown and Michael Stevens (Mentor), Botany 
 
The Latitudinal Defense Hypothesis predicts that levels of defense are highest near the equator 
and decrease toward the poles.  This hypothesis is based mainly on insect herbivory that occurs 



during the summer.  Mammilian herbivory in the winter is a more likely driver of plant defense 
levels in northern latitudes.  Early successional trees such as birches are favored by fire and 
provide an important food source for mammals like snowshoe hares.  In order to test the 
Latitudinal Defense Hypothesis, we collected birch seeds from eight locations in northwestern 
Canada and grew seedlings in a common garden.  We assessed levels of defense by counting 
resin glands because resin glands are negatively correlated with snowshoe hare preference. 
This research will provide valuable information regarding the biogeography of defense and 
address the role of fire in plant-mammal interactions on a continental scale. 
 
Service Project Abstracts 
 “Fostering H.O.P.E.: Helping Overcome Poverty through Education for Teen Moms”  
Angela Cunningham and Sherrill Sellers (Mentor), Social Work 
 
This program was designed to address the prevalent issues of teen parenthood and 
poverty.  The idea was to introduce and reinforce the importance of obtaining a post secondary 
education to teen mothers in their junior or senior year of high school. The program ran for 
eight weeks during the summer of 2003.  Participants met once a week to participate in group 
building activities, get insights to what it will take to finish school, and receive information on 
services that are available to help them along the way.  The young women also had the 
opportunity to tour the UW and MATC campuses. The participants walked away from the 
program with a sense of hope that they are able to pursue their dreams despite their difficult 
situations. 
  
Visual and Performing Arts Abstracts 
“Blind Construction: Mixed Media” 
Diana Dewi, Jennifer Kittleson, and Wendy Hagedorn (Mentor), Apparel and Textile Design 
 
The basis of this project was to create a garment using mixed media in order to mimic the 
human body. The materials we used to create this piece include: buckram, copper wire, spray 
paint, fabric paint, a variety of novelty fabrics, and chains.  The techniques we created in order 
to manipulate the piece include: fabric branding and burning, grid painting, sewing, draping, 
molding buckram, and coiling.  Our overall approach was to create a theatrical wearable art 
piece. Upon completion of the assignment we found the piece aesthetically pleasing because of 
the way it molds to the human body, but can be a piece all on its own.  


