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“The woice of higher education faculty”




ACF Interim Report to HEPC                                                                               August 7, 2015
Reporting for the WV Advisory Council of Faculty will be Dr. Sylvia Hawranick Senften (West Liberty); ACF officers include ACF Chair Roy Nutter (WVU), ACF Vice Chair Mark Goldstein (WV Northern CC), ACF Secretary/Treasurer Charles Puckett (Southern CTC), ACF Legislative Coordinator Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt (Shepherd), and ACF Webmaster & Listserv Coordinator Mike Ditchen (Bridge Valley CTC).  The following issue is important at this time, and we wish to thank the HEPC for its support and advocacy:

Alternative Certification within the State:

During the ACF Retreat and when we had occasion to speak with Chancellor Hill on July 20, the ACF was updated on the status of alternative certification for both teachers and social workers in areas where it is difficult to attract and keep these qualified and certified professionals from accredited institutions.  During the last legislative session, bills were introduced, including HB 2005, which offered alternative certification routes that appeared to bypass the professional studies programs at our universities which train and certify professionals to go into these crucial jobs (teaching, social work, etc.).  We know that many, including the Chancellor, worked tirelessly during the 2015 legislative session to assure that our institutions were connected and involved in all these alternative certification programs that might come through the legislature.  As faculty who write the accreditation reports and who manage these programs, we know that there will always be pressure to circumvent professional pathways and training when there is critical need for professionals in some areas of the state, but we are grateful for the watchful eyes that the HEPC staff continues to keep on legislative actions and happenings in the state.  This report is thus an offer of faculty appreciation across the state to the work of the staff and the vigilance of the Policy Commission.  We look forward to another year of a unified agenda where we work together for higher education and the economic well-being of West Virginia. 
Postscript:   We invite the Higher Education Policy Commission to share with faculty your questions and concerns about these issues and others, as provided through this interchange of ideas.
