Directed Readings
PSYC 484
Fall 2010

« Instructor: Larry Z. Daily, Ph.D.

« Office: Stutzman-Slonaker Hall, Room 102-D
« Phone: 876-5297
«  E-mail Idaily@shepherd.edu

- Office Hours: M WF 10:30to 11:30
TR 1:00 to 2:30
and by appointment "Well, you don't look like an SRS

experimental psychologist to me"

e Web Page: http://webpages.shepherd.edu/ldaily

Course Description:

As a first course in a series of two, the Dired®hdings seminar is designed to prepare studeniseo
senior thesis capstone course. In collaboratioh a/flaculty mentor, the student will develop araidter
an original research project, conduct a revievhefrelevant literature, and generate an appropriate
research design. The final product of the claskheilan APA format paper describing the final desig
Prerequisites: A Group | elective, and senior standing.

HLI]]] Required texts and reserve articles:

American Psychological Association (200Bublication manual of the American Psychological
Association(6" edition). Washington, DC: American PsychologicakAciation.

American Psychological Association (200Bjhical Principles of Psychologists and Code of Qaot
Washington, DC: American Psychological Associat@ownload from APA Web site
http://www.apa.org/ethics/)

Mitchell, M. L., Jolley, J. M., & O’Shea, R. P. (20). Writing for psychology (3ed.) Belmont, CA:
Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

Psychology Department Participant Pool PoliciesRratedures (rev 08-01-2008). Download from
http://www.shepherd.edu/psychweb/participation.html
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Tentative Semester Schedule:

Week | Date | Topic Readings Assignments
1 08/17 | Syllabus
08/19 | Choosing a topic
2 08/24 | Searching the literature Mitchell et aljgter 4 | Topic paragraph due
08/26 | Searching the literature / readingMitchell et al. chapter 4
logs
3 08/31 | Constructing measures
09/02 | Constructing measures
4 09/07 | Research Ethics APA Ethical Principles
09/09 | Research Ethics and Code of Conduct
5 09/14 | APA Format: General issues, tifleAPA Manual, Mitchell et| Reading log due
page and abstract al. chapter 1
09/16 | APA format: Introduction section ~ APA Manublitchell et
al. chapters 3, 5, and 6
6 09/21 | APA format: Introduction section ~ APA Manulitchell et
09/23 | APA format: Introduction section al. chapters 3, 5, and 6
7 09/28 | APA format: Methods section APA Manual, dhigll et
09/30 | APA format: Methods section | al. chapters 3, 5, and 6
8 10/05 | APA format: Results section APA Manual, ¢fill et| Reading log due
10/07 | APA format: Results section al. chapters 3, 5, and 6
9 10/12 | Second day of fall break
10/14 | APA format: Tables and Figureg APA Manual
10 10/19 | APA format: Discussion section APA Manuwditchell et
10/21 | APA format: Reference list al. chapters 3, 5, and 6
11 10/26 | Introduction outline presentations Regdiig due
10/28 | Introduction outline presentations
12 11/02 | Completing IRB forms
11/04 | Using the Psychology participant
pool
13 11/09 | Poster presentation guidelines Prelingideaft and IRB
forms due
11/11 | Effective PowerPoint
presentations
14 11/16 | Individual meetings on draft
11/18 | Individual meetings on draft
Thanksgiving break
15 11/30 | Testing of measures
12/02 | Testing of measures
12/07 | Student presentations Final draft of prapos
Tuesday, December 14 from 9:00 to 11:00: Student presentations

sy
Research Proposal:

One of the goals of the psychology program at Sbepis to expose the student to the nature of sfieen
explanation and scientific research within psychglorhe best way for a student to demonstrate an
understanding of the science of psychology is tuloat a research project. Therefore, the major
assignment in this class is the development o$eareh proposal which you will then implement in
PSYC 485 Senior Thesis.
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The project you develop should be novel and desigmedd to the body of psychological literatute. |
should not, therefore, be a simple replication pfevious study. Nor should it be largely a replma

with a simple demographic variable added. Your g@a¢ to demonstrate 1) your knowledge of a secifi
area of psychology, 2) your ability to ask meanimgjuestions in that area, and 3) your ability ésign a
methodology to answer those questions. This doesiaan that you must propose to work on a
completely novel topic, only that your specific posal must be unique. It also means that you nwat d
thorough review of the professional literature omiytopic (see Reading Log below).

The final product of this process will be a writi@moposal in APA format. We will be covering APA
format as part of the course. Your paper shoultidecthe following sections: Title page, Abstract,
Introduction, Methods, Resultsaind References. The project you design should:

* Be meaningful as outlined above

* Be of sound scientific design

» Conform to APA Ethical guidelines

» Be realistic. Your project should be within yourams. Don’t propose to do CAT scans of 100
schizophrenic patients if you don’t have accesbédechnology or the sample.

Many of the course assignments relate directih¢odevelopment of your proposal. These are:
Topic paragraph

The first step in developing your project is to abe a topic. A common mistake among first-time
researchers is to begin by trying to think of acedure. Developing a procedure should come mueh lat
in the process and the procedure should be desigresttiress a specific research question. Theveayy
to know what questions have been answered and viaiod not is to review the literature and to review
the literature you need to know what topic to revi&o, you need to select a topic first thing.

Selecting a topic may seem overwhelming, but thipéut what brought you into psychology in the first
place. What was so interesting to you that youdiztio be a psychologist? That's a potential taprc.
think about other psychology courses you've takerhat most interested you there? Once you've
decided on a potential topic, | want you to sulaniaragraph that identifies your potential topid ay
you selected it. If you have some questions thatwant to ask about that topic (potential research
guestions), include those as well. Your paragratich should be no less than % a page, shoulddssity
in 12 point font and turned in to me on the due detd time listed above.

Please remember that this is a science class. tgpiar must, therefore, fall within the purview of
science. Topics that do not or theories that haen lalisconfirmed (e.g., orgone theory, extrasensory
perception, Freudian dream interpretation) will betapproved as topics.

Reading log

The next step in the process is to become fanilithr the literature. There are several purposeshiier
The most obvious is to avoid reinventing the wheelhy design a project to answer a question thait ha
already been answered? So, the first purpose ¥@wiang the literature is to learn what has alrebdgn
done and what we already know about your topiotafrest. A second purpose is to familiarize yodirsel
with the methods commonly used in your area ofr@gke The various subfields of psychology often use
very different methods and a review of the literatwill help you identify the particular methodsdan
measures used in your subfield. A third reasomdading the literature is to learn to write like a
psychologist. By immersing yourself in the litenawyou will become familiar with the tone and stgfe
APA papers and you'll learn which details are impot to include and which are not.

In your paper for this class the results sectidhmait actually contain results. Instead it willrtain
your statistical analysis plan as discussed irsclas
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We will cover how to conduct a literature searclelass, but | want to emphasize one point h8oegle
isnot particularly helpful in thistype of search. You want to search the professional literature in
psychology and to do that you should use APA’s Pggalatabase Psycinfo indexes hundreds of
psychology journals back to 1887 and is the pridess's tool of choice for reviewing the literature

You will keep a reading log as you conduct yowarhiture search. You log should be kept in a 3 ring
binder (use the kind with 1” rings). For each adgtipou read you should put into your log a typethen
that includes the date, the APA style citationtfat article, your notes on the article, and a coipye

first page of the article. Your notes should in@udformation on the major findings, methods, and
measures from the study as well as your evaluafidine article’s strengths and weaknesses. Your
evaluation should be based on knowledge you'veeghirom other classes about what constitutes good
research. You will be turning in your log three égithroughout the semester. See the schedule &vove
the due dates. The entries for each due date sheuttkarly separated from previous entries. Yaukh
plan to have a minimum of 12 new entries each time log is due. A sample log entry is provided on
page 9 of this syllabus.

In your final paper you must cite a minimum of &erences. Be aware that you will have to read more
than that in order to get 35 that you can weaweantoherent narrative. Also be aware that anlethat
seems relevant at the beginning of the semestetbe@yme irrelevant by the end. Plan for that. Adllsm
for the fact that you will most likely have to ordesubstantial number of articles through intealii

loan (ILL) and that it may take several weeks farse sources to arrivé/aiting for ILL articles is not an
excuse to have fewer than 12 entries in your regptlig when it is dueFinally, the bulk of your
references (90% or more) should be primary souraagginal reports of research published in replatab
psychology journals. You may use a small numbesecbndary sources — essentially textbooks or other
scholarly books that describe primary sources -thmitnajority of your references should be primary
sources. Avoid sources from the Web (with the ettoaf reputable sites such as the APA or NIMH)
and sources from the popular media (sucNewsweelor Psychology Todgy

Preliminary draft of proposal

In the 13" week of class you will submit a preliminary draftyour proposal. This draft should conform
to APA format requirements and should be as comalstpossible. Your Introduction section should be
in near final form for this draft and you should/ba good idea what your methods will be. Your pape
should, therefore, includal of the sections specified above (see also thedBebcvaluation Form
attached on page 10 of this syllabus). | would tikeote that while this is the first draft thatuyaill turn

in to me,it should not be the first draft that you write. You should do substantial revision and polishing
before you turn your paper in to me (note the dqualiandards below).

Proposal poster presentations

Presentation of your work to your colleagues isngmortant part of the research process. Ofteninitial
report of new research is as a poster at a corderdinis is a slightly different style of writingné
presentation than formal research papers andit iscreasingly important one. In order for yowéin
experience with this form of writing, we’ll holdposter session toward the end of the semestel. | wi
reserve room in the Student Center for our pogtesien and | will invite the campus community toneo
and view your work. Your poster should be prepa@tbrding to the guidelines of the Eastern
Psychological Association. These guidelines wildisributed and discussed in class.

2 Depending on your topic, other databases mayk®sappropriate. For instance, someone researchigjain
education may wish to consult the ERIC database.
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In-class proposal presentations

During the last day of class and the scheduled &xamination period you will do a short presemtatf
your proposal. In this presentation you should cgear research question/hypothesis, your planned
sampling method, any tests, apparatus, surveysyaiglan to use, your procedure, and how you fgan
analyze your data. Your presentation should focugour research question and methods. It should not
be primarily a review of the literature. We willlePowerPoint available for these presentations; yo
should plan on using it.

Final draft

Your final draft is due Tuesday, December 2. Thialfdraft of your proposal should describe a catepl
research design. The literature review should bb@sugh as possible, all tests and measuresdheul
identifiecf, all variables should be operationally defined] &ive procedure should be described in detail.
This paper should also conform to APA format reguients. Your paper must include all of the sections
specified above (see also the Proposal Evaluatom Rttached to this syllabus as page 10). Keep in
mind that you are writing now as a professionaisaper should be your most polished writing. See
also the submission and quality standards below. ay also wish to examine the scoring form | will
use when grading your proposals; it is includegaxge 11 of this syllabus.

You should turn in with youfinal draft copies of the checklists at the end of chapte6s 8nd 7 in the
Mitchell et al. book. You should complete theseattists as part of your review of your draft before
submission to help insure that you meet the quatandards.

Please note the introduction page length (12 to 15 pages) and number of
refer ence (35) requirements. These are the minimums acceptable: failureto
meet either will result in agrade of O for the paper.

Submission guiddines for papers

Both drafts of your paper (the preliminary draftlahe final draft) should be printed in black inding
Times New Roman (or an equivalent serif font) siaedi2 points. They should be printed on plain @/hit
paper with no printing on the reverse side. Usech margins on all sides as specified by APA format
Use either a paper clip or a binder clip to holgetber the pages of each copy. Do not staple yapens
or use folders or plastic report covers.

Quality Standards for papers

The overall goal of APA format is the clear, coeoci®mmunication of ideas. Therefore, your papers
should be the best writing you can produce. Theykhbe thoroughly proof-read and spellcheckedrprio
to submission. For these papers | will be usintheet strikes, you're out” policy. | understandttha
mistakes happen, but the purpose of proof-readimg ¢atch and eliminate them. Therefore, | will no
accept more than three spelling and/or grammarserifd find more than three errors | will stopadkng
your paper and assign it a number of points equa0®o of the total points for that paper.

\. APA Format:

We will be covering APA format in some detail ingftlass and many of the sections of an APA-style
paper are addressed in the Mitchell et al textagdidoear in mind that one of the main goals of APA
format is the clear, concise communication of yideas. As a result, not only will you need to foouas
the specifics of the format (margins, headings).efou will also need to pay special attention to

3 If you are creating your own measure a draft af theasure should be included.
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grammar, spelling, and style. Keep in mind thatryfmal paper for this class will not include afithe
sections of a final paper and that the contentee@fesults section are modified for this class.

QIRB Forms:

Your proposed project must conform to the APA HEgaidelines for conducting psychological research.
One of the APA requirements is that projects be@pt by your institution’s Institutional Review

Board (IRB) before the work begins. So, you willdadmitting the forms requesting IRB review along
with your preliminary draft. We will cover the APduidelines and how to complete the forms in class
before your applications are due. A complete IRBkgaconsists of the following items: a completed

IRB application, a consent form, a debriefing foand a Research Design summary. These forms are all
available via the course Sakai site. Further, if ptan to draw your sample from the Psychology
Department Participant Pool, you must include ayaghe required Participant Pool forms. Thesefor
include the Request to Use the Participant Poahfar study protocol, and a second complete copy of
your IRB forms. You will not receive credit for thassignment until you receive approval for your
project, which may require revisions.

%Course grade:

There are a total of 115 points that can be eam#ds class. Your topic paragraph is worth 5 pmin
Your reading log will be due 3 times; each timeveath 10 points for a total of 30 points. The
introduction outline is worth 5 points. Your prelimary draft is worth 15 points and your approve®IR
forms are worth 5 points. Your poster and your @néation are each worth 10 points. The final doéft
your paper is worth 35 points. Your final gradettoe course will be based on the total number aftpo
you earn. Specifically, the values are 103.5-1¥5/) 92.0-103.5 = B, 80.5-92.0 = C, 69.0-80.5 = D,
below 69.0 = F.

g Mobile Phone Policy:

Cognitive psychology has taught us that learnimgires the allocation of attention to the to-be-
remembered material and that dividing attention rgrtavo or more attention-demanding tasks decreases
performance on all of the tasks. Using a mobilenghto engage in any kind of communication is an
attention-demanding task and disrupts the classteaming environment. The Student Handbook
prohibits activities that are disruptive in thesdeoom, therefore use of mobile phones in thissdkas
prohibited. You must silence your phone when entgtiie classroom. If you engage in mobile phone use
while in class you will lose points equal to 20%yolr final course grade per occurrence.

Attendance:

This class meets in White Hall room 226 on Tueddam 9:35 — 10:50. Regular attendance is extremely
important as we work on developing your final pregls. While there are no specific penalties for not
attending classjou are responsible for information missed during lbseace from class and you are
responsible for arranging to make up missed matsea page 51 of the University Catalog and the La
Work Policy below).

Late Work Policy:

Please note: | expect, perhaps as a result of my managemekgbaund, your best performance on
exams and things turned in when they're due. Elphyou prepare for your assignments as much as
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possible before they're due, but when the time &rhexpect you to be prepared. All assignmentg lzav
due date andwill not accept late work without prior arrangements. ki ¥mow in advance about any
situation that would interfere with your ability toeet a deadline (e.g., excused sporting or otr®apas
events, scheduled business travel), see me asasqmssibléefore the deadline. Provided that we
discuss it in advance | will be willing to move déaes slightly to accommodate legitimate needs. If
something unforeseeable comes up on the day agnassit is due (e.g., a medical emergency, death in
the family), please contact me as soon as possitdethe incident to discuss possible rescheduling
options. Be aware that | will require you to docuinine cause of any unforeseen rescheduling of
assignments.

gig'Academic Inteqgrity Policy:

From the APA Ethical Principles of Psychologistsl &ode of Conduct:

8.11 Plagiarism
Psychologists do not present portions of anotastk or data as their
own, even if the other work or data source is citechsionally.

From the 2009-2011 University Catalog, page 56:

Cheating in all its forms, including plagiarism agtteating on visual
work, is considered an academic matter to be clhedrand acted upon
by the individual faculty member.

Students guilty of academic dishonesty on exanmonatin any course
shall receive, as minimum penalty, a grade of that course. Such
action shall be taken by the instructor, with veritinotification to the
appropriate College administrators. Repeated offesball subject the
student to suspension or dismissal from the coll8gedents involved in
facilitating the academic dishonesty among otharsh as the
unauthorized dissemination of examination materiails be subject to
disciplinary action beyond that called for by thaivn cheating in the
course.

In writing papers, avoid plagiarism. Plagiarisndéfined as “the act of stealing and using, as omets,
the ideas, or the expression of the ideas of andffikis includes not only direct copying of theaex
words another author used, but paraphrases ofléfas iof another author without properly creditimg t
original. If you plagiarize in this class you will fail the class.

Accommodations for students with disabilities:

Please see me to discuss any appropriate acadernimaodations that may be required for student with
disabilities. Requests for academic accommodato&so be made during the first three weeks of the
semester, except for unusual circumstances, satratgements can be made. Students must register
with Disability Support Services to verify theiigibility for appropriate accommodations.

273
Communication:

My intent is to be as accessible to you as posdiiase feel free to stop by my office any tina. |
available by phone whenever I'm in my office andiyan leave voice mail if I'm not. If you need
guicker response times (especially on weekends)emsil. If you do send me course-related email you
should include a subject in the subject line (SP#tdrs often delete messages with no subject)thad
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subject should start with [PSYC 484]. | usually dheny email several times each day, even on
weekends. Finally, check both the course Saka(aitetp://courses.shepherd.edu/xsl-pgreaid the
course Web page (available off of my page) — batmaeant to be resources to help you complete your
projects. Keep in mind that e-mail is considereafgssional communicatioBad e-mail manners are
inappropriate in this class. You would not sena-anail to your boss that reads, “Plz explain thhig u
said in teh staff meeting beettr? It wasnt cldatbye.”

NOTICE

Email policy

Please be aware that | will not discuss officiadibhass (e.g., coursework, course grades, academic
advising, etc.) via email unless you use your Seapbmail address. This is mostly for the protectd
your privacy. If, for instance, | get an email ssgnMary Smith requesting sensitive information dbaar
progress in my class, but it comes from hotgurl46i@am, | have no way of knowing whether it is
really from Mary Smith or someone else.
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Sample Log Entry
Date: January 5, 2007
Citation:

Logie, R. H. & Baddeley, A. D. (1987). Cognitiveopesses in countingournal of Experimental
Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition, 330-326.

Notes:

This paper reports the results of 5 experimentsitivastigated the effects of articulatory suppi@sand
unattended speech on counting. While there were sonall effects of unattended speech on counting
(especially when the unattended speech was swingsdom digits), the major finding was that
articulatory suppression caused significant disamgtin counting. Overall, Logie and Baddeley codel
that their results support the idea that countmg@lves both the subvocalization of the currentnt@nd
priming of recently accessed numbers (comparediBaddeley’s later work suggesting that that the
recency effect is a kind of priming).

Of particular importance to my project is the seterperiment. In that experiment, participants were
counting sequences of squares that appeared anuter monitor. There were two IV’s: the number of
squares to be counted and the condition under whielparticipant was counting. The three conditions
were control (counting only), tapping (counting tehiapping with a finger), and suppression (cougntin
while saying the word “the” aloud). The dependeaaiable was the number of counting errors made.
Logie and Baddeley made it more difficult for paifiants to fall into a rhythm by varying the
interstimulus interval randomly from 400 to 900 rhkey also controlled for...

You would continue your detailed notes on the exymatt here. Keep in mind that your notes should
include information on the study’s methods — initigdsample size, measures, and procedures — as well
as the author’s theories and findings. While thereo specific page requirement per entry, given th
information that should be in your notes a one p@mdess than one page) entry is not going to be
sufficient.
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Example Table for Participants Subsection
(Required per Evaluation Form below)

Table 1 Studies that justify the sample size selected

Study Sample Size
Mitchell, Kobluk, and Frazier (1964) 34
Denver, Kobluk, and Frazier (1965) 41
Hassilev, Gottlieb, and Yarbrough (1961) 37
Grammer, Hassilev, and Gottlieb (1986) 54
Griffith (1991) 34
Griffith (2002) 62
Wolfe (1989) 48
Wolfe (1990) 44
Buskin and Batteau (1987) 35
Rush (2003) 61
Romanoff, Romanoff, and Rowe (1989) 70
Rogers (1986) 55
Total 575
Average 67
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Psychology Research Proposal Evaluation Form

l. Title Page (L POINT) ... cuiie ittt e e e e e e e e e e e

Contains all required elements
Title summarizes main idea simply and witthest

Il. ADSEIFACE (2 POINTS) ... ettt e e et e e e e et e et e e et e e e e

Coherent and readable
Summarizes paper accurately

Il. T oo [0 1o i o o I 0 I o Yo [ €= R

Coherent and readable

Follows correct citation style

Literature review thorough

Length appropriate (12-15 pages)

Introduction builds logically to the hypotises
Statement of the hypothesis/research quéstidear

V. Methods/PartiCipants (4 POINES) ... ..u v e et e e et e et re e ee e e e e e oo e e e enenes
Coherent and readable
Sample selection appropriate to researcttiqnes
Sample size appropriate (include Table fstifjgation) and attainable

V. Methods/Materials/Apparatus (5 POINTS) ... . ... et e e e e aea e
Coherent and readable
Appropriate to research question
Reliability and validity considered for aleasures

VI. Methods/Procedure (5 POINTS)... ...t it ee e et e e et e e et et e e e rree e e e aeeees
Coherent and readable
Procedure appropriate to research question
Obvious confounds or flaws discussed and aibex

VII. RESUILS (3 POINES) ... vttt it e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e
Coherent and readable
All appropriate questions from checklist ¢desed
Proposed statistics appropriate for resedasign

VIII. RETEIENCES (5 POINES) ...ttt it it et e et e e et e e et e et e et e e e e e e eenaas
Reference list in correct format
Reference list matches text citations

Appropriate number of references (35 or more)
Appropriate quality of references (most fioeer-reviewed journals)

Ie =Ll (o] e o] 1 ) S PP
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