Research Methods in Psychology PSYC 251
Shepherd University, Fall 2010 3 credits
SYLLABUS

Section01 TR 3:15 - 4:30 pm, in WH 303
Section03 W 5-—7:40 pm, in WH 303

Professor: Dr. Anne Murtagh amurtagh@shepherd.edu Phone(304) 876-5257

Office: 108 Stutzman-Slonaker OFFICE HOURS:Mon. and Wed., 1 —4 pm
Other times by appt.

Catalog description: This course is an overview of research design yehisogy. Topics

covered include research ethics, reliability, aatidity of psychological measures, observational
and survey methods, quasi-experimental designsedperimental design and control.
Prerequisite: PSYC 250.

Textbook:
Beins, B. C. (2009)Research Methods: A Tool for Life, 2™ ed.. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Other required reading:

NIH Human Subjects Certification
cme.cancer.gov/clinicaltrials/learning/humanpgvaat-protections.asp

APA style: http://flashl1r.apa.org/apastyle/basnci#x. htm

Short article: How to read a research study
Google “Blewett How to read a research study”

Critiquing a research study
ww?2.sjc.edu/archandouts/researchatrticlecritigue.pd

Recommended reading:

American Psychological Association (201B)blication Manual of the American Psychological
Association, 6™ ed. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

SPSS tutorial;_http://www.psych.utoronto.ca/cosfst/spss/toc.htm

Selecting the right statistic: _http://www.socigkearchmethods.net/selstat/ssstart.htm




On science:
“Science is not a collection of facts, any morentbpera is a collection of
notes. It's a process, a way of thinking, a mettased on a single
insight — that the degree to which an idea seeneshas nothing to do
with whether it is true, and that the way to digtirsh factual ideas from false ones is to
test them by experiment.”
Timothy Ferris
From The New Yorker,/-20-98

Welcome to the study of Research Methods in Psyclogjy!

GOALS FOR THIS COURSE: Students will
» Learn the basics ahethodological reasoning and the scientific method
» Master theethical principles in doing research
» Learn the “nuts-and-bolts” of research — €agyming a research question,
operationalizing variables, sampling, measuremengnd analytical methods
* Engage in a number oh-line research projects
* Learn to write about research in APA-style
* Become more critical consumers of social sciensearch

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATIONS OF YOUR PROGRES
Your grade for this course will include:

« 3 regular exams (each 1/20of your grade)

» final exam (2/10 of your grade)

« 4 APA-style research reports (each 1/1Dof your grade)
« class participation (1/10" of your grade)

Details about these requirements

Exams: Mostly multiple-choice, some short essay. Midtexam will count as a regular exam.
Final exam will be comprehensive or cumulative,aroing material from the whole semester.

Research reports: Using PsychExps, our class will have the oppotyuii participate in a
number of psychological research studies on-liResearch participation is always optional.
Whether you personally participate in the studpat; you will be able to access the data, and
you will write up APA-style research reports onf4hese. | will give you more details about
what is required in these reports before the fapbrt is due.

Turnitin

It is required that you submit your research reptw@urnitin.com for an originality report —
i.e., a report of how much your paper matches wgxisting papers in their (very extensive)
database. To do this, go Www.turnitin.com and create an account (it is free).

Ourclass ID is 3380273 and thepassword is resmeth (case-sensitive)



Class participation (1/10" of grade). Classes will consist of a relaxed dialogue in which
readings, questions, and examples are discusdezlcldss will be more interesting and you will
all learn better if we have a lively exchange @&fad — come prepared for that. Attendance will
count as part of class participation; if you missrenthan 1 or 2 classes, it will have a negative
impact on this part of your grade. If you needniss a class it is your responsibility to get the
notes and any announcements from one of your ctssm

(Please note the dates of exams on the scheduleu miss an exam, you may or may bet
permitted to make it up. Documentation will be riegd for make-up exams, and make-
up exams will consist of essay questions.)

Class Sakai site.You will find a Sakai site devoted to our classftefeach class, | will post
Powerpoints from the class lecture under “Resotimeshis site for your convenience.

Note:
FREE TUTORING! ANY COURSE! TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A FR EE “PERSONAL
TRAINER FOR THE MIND!”
ACADEMIC SUPPORT CENTER, Lower level of Scarborough  Library (LIB 103)
www.shepherd.edu/ascweb ; (304) 876-5221; 8:00 — 4:30 am

POLICY ON ACADEMIC HONESTY.

Each student in this course is expected to abidbdphepherd University Academic Integrity
Procedures found in tighepherd University Student Handbook. Any work submitted by a
student in this course for academic credit wilktbe student's own work.

You are encouraged to study together and to disofmsnation and concepts covered in lecture
and the sections with other students. You can 'gigasulting" help to or receive "consulting"
help from such students. However, this permissiblgperation should never involve one student
having possession of a copy of all or part of wadoke by someone else, in the form of an e-mail,
an e-mail attachment file, a diskette, or a hagyd@exception: group project).

Should copying occur, both the student who copietkirom another student and the student
who gave material to be copied will both automdliyagceive a zero for the assignment. Penalty
for violation of this can also be extended to in@dailure of the course and University
disciplinary action.

During examinations, you must do your own work.Kirag or discussion is not permitted during
the examinations, nor may you compare papers, fropyothers, or collaborate in any way. Any
collaborative behavior during the examinations vaBult in failure of the exam, and may lead to
failure of the course and University disciplinactian.

All papers should reflect your own words and thdaghbnless you indicate otherwise. Academic
honesty requires that you give credit for ideastatements that are not your own. Thus, if you
are summarizing someone’s ideas in your own wagrag must cite the source of the ideas. It
should be clean every statement or sentencevhether you are expressing your own thoughts,
or reporting those of someone else. If you firglate that you think will add substantially to a
paper, you must use quotation marks around theegaotl give the precise source of that quote,
including the author, source, and page no.



Plagiarismis taking credit for the ideas or statements ofesmme else, presenting it as your own
work. It is becoming more common these days, aplpecut and paste material from the

Internet, and falsely submit it as their own wigtinHowever, there are ways to detect this
dishonesty. Plagiarism is a serious act, andlitogireported to the Dean of the College.
Suspension or dismissal from the college are plessinsequences. If you have any questions at
all about what is OK and what is not, please ask Far more information about college policies
related to academic honesty, please see the Skeghierersity Student Handbook.

Shepherd Late Work Policy

Late work is not accepted unless the student cavige documentation of an emergency
preventing them from submitting work on time. Thstructor reserves the right to deny the
request.

Accommodations for students with disabilities

Please see me to discuss any appropriate acadernimaodations that may be required for
student with disabilities. Requests for acaderocommodations are to be made during the first
three weeks of the semester, except for unusu@alrostances, so arrangements can be made.
Students are encouraged to register with Disal$iitpport Services to verify their eligibility for
appropriate accommodations.

Please feel free to come and talk to me (or call or e-mail) if you have any
questions, concerns or comments, or Uf [ can be of service to You tn any
way. | enjoy meeting with students one-on-one, and | hope You will not
hesitate to share your thoughts with wme.

Let’s have a great semester!






