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Guests:  Dr. Alan Tinkler (ENG), Dean Laura Renninger

The March 6, 2006 meeting of the Shepherd University Faculty Senate was held in the Cumberland Room of the College Center.  Senate President, Dr. Robert Willgoos, called the meeting to order at 3:12 p.m.

I. (M/S/P-Daily/Shurbutt)--Minutes of the February 20, 2006 were approved with the addition of the Honor’s Program report.

II. A& C Committee:  Busy handling petitions.

III. C & I:  Senator Beard reported that the committee also met on March 6 to approve program and course changes in CRIM, ENG and CIS/ENGR.  The committee also heard first readings in re: to State Policy 5100, which makes extensive changes in the teacher education program, as well as first readings in MUSC, PSYC, CRIM and PSCI.

IV. Honor’s Program:  The students will be making their annual trip to NYC in April.  About 150 applications have been sent out for the fall.  He also reported on a new junior-level class that will be research driven.

V. Professional Development:  Senator Horner reported on the mini-grant recipients:

Alan Tinkler, Weidang Laio, John Stealey, Suda Kynysoing, Sylvia Shurbutt, John Landolt, Larry Daily, and Kevin Williams.  He also reported that the committee had approved three summer stipends and have extended the deadline.  He also reported on sabbatical requests in re: to dissertation work and policy suggestions coming down the road regarding promotion from associate to full professor.

VI. Scholarship & Awards Committee:  Scholars are being notified.  The ceremony will be on April 26th.  Sen Jacobs mentioned past speakers who were emeritus or retiring professors.

VII. Washington Gateway:  No report.

VIII. Library committee:  Sen. Reid said that the committee is reviewing the budget process for books and periodicals.

IX. Equity & Diversity: No report

X. TOC Committee:  The committee has approved 4 requests for the 2006-7 year. (Art, Environmental Science, Communications, and Nursing—a total of $151,000).  There is about $100,000 left in the budget.

XI. IRB:  Continuing to evaluate student and faculty requests.

XII. Assessment Task Force:  No report.

XIII. Calendar Committee:  No report.

XIV. ACF:  Sen. Shurbutt reported about Higher Education Faculty Day at the Senate.  She also reported on meetings that took place with various senators.  Again, she stressed the importance of contacting John Doyle, as he is the point man for the AEI issue.  There are also lots of conditions and stipulations being attached to the PROMISE program.  She also reported on tuitions caps (7.5%) being considered that would have an adverse affect on Shepherd.

XV. Guest speaker Alan Tinkler, representing the Student Life Council, reported on some issues re:  changes to the Student Handbook.  There was a motion (Shurbutt/Jacobs) put on the floor that the Senate endorse the changes to the student handbook regarding Academic Freedom and responsibility.  The motion passed.  Senators expressed the concern that faculty be versed on the process.  Senators also mentioned the possibility of establishing an honor code.

XVI. Guest speaker Dean Laura Renninger came to speak to the senate in re: to adjuncts.  She reported that a recent workshop for adjunct faculty that brought up a number of issues.  One issue that came up was possible representation on the faculty senate.   Should adjunct issues be handled within the department?  Sen. Shurbutt suggested that we continue to discuss adjunct issues at the next meeting.  She also suggested that Senators go back to their departments and discuss these issues regarding adjunct faculty.

XVII. Senator Warburton reminded senators about elections.

XVIII. Motion to adjourn (Shurbutt/Jacobs).  The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

XIX. The next meeting of the Faculty Senate will be held March 20, 2006.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dr. Scott Beard, Secretary
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