Shepherd University * Faculty Senate * Meeting Minutes* December 1, 2008
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present

Guests:  Dr. John Adams, Assistant VP, Student Affairs

The December 1, 2008 meeting of the Shepherd University Faculty Senate was held in the Cumberland Room of the Student Center   Senate President Best called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m.

Meeting Schedule (2008-2009):   8/18, 9/15, 10/6, 10/20, 11/3, 11/17, 12/1, 2/2, 2/16, 3/2, 4/6, 4/20 (Cumberland Room, Student Center) 

I. M/S/P—(Shurbutt/Tuttle--Unanimous)—Minutes of the November 17, 2008 meeting be approved as amended after consideration of the cell phone policy.   The correction was the spelling of Senator Daily’s name in item II. D.
II. Guests/Unfinished/New Business:

Senate President Best asked to suspend the agenda to consider comments on cell phone issue first since Dr. Adams was available.    

M/S/P—(Shurbutt/Daily—Unanimous) Move to suspend the printed agenda.
A.  Cell phone policy in the classroom
President Best led a discussion on the cell phone issue based on “Item 202”from the Code of Student Conduct (p.107) from the Student Handbook. 
“202. Disorderly conduct or disturbing the peace on University property or at functions sponsored by the University; actions which disrupt or interfere with the instructional program or threaten the orderliness, operation, or well-being of the campus.”

Dr. Adams commented that classroom management is a faculty issue and that cell phone use policy should be stated in the faculty member’s syllabus; the cell phone use in the classroom then falls within the contractual nature of the syllabus between faculty and students.

Senators Daily, Jacobs, Thatcher, and Tinkler spoke on various aspects of the use of cell phones in the classrooms.  It was a consensus that to keep cell phone usage from becoming disruptive each faculty should spell out their tolerance for cell phone use just as they spell out attendance policy.  It was further suggested that cell phone protocol should be added to the faculty handbook just as attendance policy is articulated.

B. Scholarship and Awards McMurran Proposal
M/S—(Shurbutt/Willgoos) Faculty Senate support the moving the McMurran Assembly from the last Wednesday in April to the first Friday in May.

After discussion of the spring calendar, a motion was brought to amend the proposal.

M/S/P—(Shurbutt/Daily—Unanimous) Amend the date in the motion above to read:  the last Friday on which regularly scheduled classes meet.

Senator Tinkler asked the Senate to check President Shipley’s schedule for her availability on that date.
C. External Grant SOP Discussion
Senator Tuttle brought an issue dealing with grant writing at Shepherd dealing with the need for SOP (Standard Operating Procedures) to be created and supplied to grant award winning faculty each fall to systematize grant disbursements.  There seems to be conflicting policies being applied among the Foundation, the Procurement Office, and the Human Resources Office.  Grant protocols need infra-structure coordination.  After a brief discussion about campus grant practices, Senator Tuttle will work with the Professional Development Committee to see if any policies can be established.
D. VPAA Search Committee Update

President Best asked Senators to encourage faculty to attend the interviews with the candidates.  Four candidates are coming to campus.  Three candidates will be here this week; the fourth will be here exam week.  The faculty meeting time in exam week will be at 11:00 a.m.  It was also decided that a faculty-wide email advertising the interview dates and encouraging faculty participation would be circulated.
IV.   Committee Reports: 
A.  Admissions & Credits (Senator Wing)   No report

B.  Curriculum & Instruction (Senator Shurbutt) Senator Shurbutt reminded senators that January meeting is the last meeting to incorporate changes in the new catalog.  Shurbutt noted that the C&I Committee passed a motion to make the General Studies Subcommittee a standing committee of the Senate.  The C & I Committee will bring a proposal to the Senate in February that recommends specifics concerning the membership of the GSC and how the GSC will function as a standing committee of the Senate.  At that point, the Senate Bylaws Committee will meet to amend the current bylaws and, upon approval of the Senate, take to the Assembly a proposal to amend the Constitution.

The December 1 C&I proposal and process concerning the status of the General Studies were as follows:

 Proposed Motion: 

1) That the General Studies C&I Subcommittee become a standing committee of the Senate. (Motion Passed C&I)

Process:  As the GSC has been recommended by C&I to become a standing committee of the Senate, then (in keeping with the original Senate request for guidance on the issue) it would remain for the GSC to articulate how that goal is to be accomplished; this can be done through the GS Roundtable, if the GSC so chooses.   

C.  Honors Committee (Senator Daily)   No report

D.  Institutional Review Board (Senator Daily)   No report

E.  Library Committee (Senator Reid)   No report

F.  Professional Development (Senator Horner)   Senator Horner reported that the committee has reviewed 9 mini grant applications.   The committee will bring three proposals for the faculty handbook.

G.  Scholarship & Awards (Senator Shurbutt)   Senator Shurbutt pointed out that the faculty scholarship information is available on the Faculty Senate website.
H.  Senate Bylaws (Senator Tuttle)   No report

I.  Washington Gateway (Senator Willgoos)   Senator Best reported that the committee is considering changes in bus schedules because the prices have doubled.

J.  Calendar Committee (Senator Jacobs)    No report

K.  Diversity & Equity (Senator Galligan)   No report

L.  Enrollment Management Committee (Senator Wang)   No report.

M.  Technology Oversight (Senator Gonzol)   No report
N.  Assessment Task Force (Senator Willgoos)   Senator Willgoos announced a meeting in December.

O.  Budget Advisory Committee (Senator Galligan) No report

P. Advisory Council of Faculty (Senator Shurbutt)    Senator Shurbutt related Bruce Walker’s comments on faculty sick leave that he describes as an informal agreement for one semester.  Senator Shurbutt attended the PEIA hearing on November 17th in Martinsburg and presented the Faculty Senate motion on the PEIA cost rise proposals.  Aetna will be used instead of Wells Fargo for out of state claims.  Senator Shurbutt also mentioned that we need to know who is the University’s wellness coordinator and if plans are in place to help lower our health insurance rates.
V.   
Motion:  (M/S/P – Tuttle/Thatcher–Unanimous) Motion to adjourn meeting at 4:15 p.m.  

 




Respectfully submitted, 






Barbara Maxwell, Secretary
