Shepherd University * Faculty Senate * Meeting Minutes* October 6, 2008

Senate Membership:  

Roland Bergman 
(SOC/GEOG)


present

Jason Best

(IES)



present

Rick Bruner 

(ART)



present  

Larry Daily 

(PSY)



present



Meg Galligan

(BADM)


X

David Gonzol

(MUSIC)


X

Douglas Horner

(SCWK)


present

Mike Jacobs 

(HPERS)


present

Barbara Maxwell
(LIB)



X

Clarise Ottley

(NURS)


present

Kathy Reid

(ECON)


present

Sylvia Shurbutt

(ACF)



present

J. W. Thatcher

(ACCT)


X

Alan Tinkler

(ENG)



X

J. B. Tuttle

(EDUC)


present

Eugene Volker

(CHEM)


present

Qing Wang

(CME)



present


Joyce Webb 

(COMM)

 
present

Bob Willgoos 

(HIST)



present

David Wing

(BIOL)



present

Denis Woods

(PSCI)



present

Guests:  Dr. Russell Porter, Dean of Graduate Studies and Continuing Education; Dr. Mark Stern, VPAA; Dr. Suzanne Shipley, President of Shepherd University.

The October 6, 2008 meeting of the Shepherd University Faculty Senate was held in the Cumberland Room of the Student Center.   President Jason Best called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m. 

Meeting Schedule (2008-2009):   8/18, 9/15, 10/6, 10/20, 11/3, 11/17, 12/1, 2/2, 2/16, 3/2, 4/6, 4/20 (Cumberland Room, Student Center) 

I. M/S/P—(Shurbutt/Jacobs--Unanimous)—Minutes of the September 15, 2008 meeting be approved as distributed.

II. Announcements: 

A. Senator Best welcomed President Shipley to the meeting.  President Shipley thanked the faculty for an excellent start to the academic year.  She related that the faculty coffee meetings have gone well, and she encouraged others to attend.  In response to a question, Pres. Shipley noted that the remaining dates for faculty coffees will be re-posted.

B. Senator Best announced that midterm grades are due to the Registrar by 9 am Monday 10/13.

III.
Guests/Unfinished/New Business:
1. A.  VPAA adjunct committee report:

1. Senator Best recapped the constitution of the committee, composed of Drs. Stern, Jacobs, Shurbutt, Gonzol, Humphries and Hughes.

2. VPAA Stern noted that the committee continues to meet, and has made the following two proposals, for which he asked Faculty Senate endorsement.

i. That for any faculty, part- or full-time, who makes less than $10,000/yr., the parking sticker fee be waived.

ii. That the salary of adjunct professors be increased by the same percentage as that of full time faculty during any given year.

After discussion, the Senate voted 12-2 to support both proposals.

B. Scholarship and Awards Proposal re: McMurran Award
Senator Shurbutt proposed that the McMurran Award be restricted to seniors.  This question had previously been taken by senators to their departments for departmental feedback and input.  After discussion concerning the timing of selections/g.p.a. calculation, the relative importance of announcing McMurran winners early enough for students to include the encomium on their graduate school applications, the possibility of raising the g.p.a. requirement to 3.85 from 3.8, and the timing of implementation/grandfathering of current students/catalog implications, the Senate voted only on the proposal to restrict McMurran Award winners to seniors only (96 hours minimum).  
The proposal was approved by a 13-1 vote.

C. VPAA Search Committee update:

Senator Best notified the Senate that the full committee will meet beginning October 31, and that the committee hopes to make an offer to the best candidate by December 31.

V.  Committee Reports: 
A.  Admissions & Credits (Senator Wing)   No report 

B.  Curriculum & Instruction (Senator Shurbutt)   Senator Shurbutt reported the following second readings:

1.  Program Change: Nursing students must now earn grades of C or better in    

     Microbiology and in Chemistry.


2. Course Addition: Introduction to anthropology


3. Program Change: The Journalism program is being substantively revised.


4. The Center for Teaching and Learning is developing a student peer educator course.

C.  Honors Committee (Senator Daily)   No report

D.  Institutional Review Board (Senator Daily)   Senator Daily reported the Board continues to review proposals.  

E.  Library Committee (Senator Reid)   No report

F.  Professional Development (Senator Horner)   No report

G.  Scholarship & Awards (Senator Shurbutt)   No report

H.  Senate Bylaws (Senator Tuttle)   No report

I.  Washington Gateway (Senator Willgoos)   No report

J.  Calendar Committee (Senator Jacobs)    Senator Jacobs reported that the Senate has supported the continuation of a Fall Break, that students want more time to travel from West to East campus, and that the 2009-2010 Calendar will be presented at the next Senate meeting (10/20).
K.  Diversity & Equity (Senator Galligan)   No report
L.  Enrollment Management Committee (Senator Wang)  Senator Wang reported that the 

EMC is studying the potential effects of the economic downturn on student retention at Shepherd.  Senator Best acknowledged the importance of the Enrollment Management Committee.
M.  Technology Oversight (Senator Gonzol)   No report

N.  Assessment Task Force (Senator Willgoos)   No report  

O.  Budget Advisory Committee (Senator Galligan)    

P. Advisory Council of Faculty (Senator Shurbutt)   No report

V.   
Motion:  (M/S/P – Shurbutt/Jacobs–Unanimous) Motion to adjourn meeting at 3:55 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, JB Tuttle
