Annual Spring Meeting of the Shepherd Assembly

Monday, April 9, 2007

4:10 p.m.

CLS Auditorium

Minutes

I.  
 Approval of Minutes, Fall 2006

Minutes were distributed electronically prior to the Assembly, and then in print to those who attended.  MSP by the Assembly to approve the minutes as distributed.

II.
Approval of Candidates for Graduation


Ms. Tracy Seffers
The roster of 2006-2007 candidates had been distributed electronically to faculty prior to the Assembly, and was approved by the faculty.
III.
Proposed Constitutional Amendment (discussion)
Dr. John Adams
Article VI. Student Life Council. Section 4.  If a faculty representative elected by the Assembly is unable to fulfill the two-year term on the Student Life Council, the remaining Student Life Council faculty members will appoint another faculty member to fill the vacancy. At the next regularly scheduled Assembly meeting, a new representative will be elected. A faculty member serving as an appointed member under the conditions described above would be eligible for election to a two-year term.
The Secretary read the proposed amendment to the Assembly and described the voting process:  the ballot distributed on the 5th business day after the Assembly (April 16), and counted on the 5th business day after distribution (April 23).  Dr. Alan Tinkler explained the rationale behind the change.

4/23/2007 update:  72 ballots were returned to the Assembly.  The amendment passed:  70 for, 2 against.

IV.
Elections

A.  Moderator




Dr. John Adams (one nominee, MSP Approved)

B.  Secretary—Tracy Seffers (one nominee, MSP Approved)

C.  Parliamentarian—Anders Henriksson (one nominee, MSP Approved)
D.  Faculty Representative to Board of Governors—Anders Henriksson (one nominee, MSP Approved)

E.  Faculty Representatives (2) to Student Life Council—Three faculty members were nominated:  Dr. Robert Wilgoos, Stephanie Robbins, and Heidi Dobish. 

In a paper ballot, Dr. Dobish and Dr. Robbins were elected by faculty members present.

F.  Advisory Council of Faculty Representative—
Dr. Sylvia Shurbutt, with Dr. Jason Best as alternate (MSP Approved).
V.
Reports to the Assembly


A.  Advisory Council of Classified Employees

Mr. Ken Harbaugh


B.  Advisory Council of Faculty



Dr. Sylvia Shurbutt


C.  Student Life Council




Dr. Alan Tinkler


D.  President of Faculty Senate



Dr. Sylvia Shurbutt


E.  Chair of Classified Employees Council


Mr. Brian Hammond


[Note:  This report was submitted electronically prior to the Assembly]


1.  The CEC had the revised constitution approved by the special assembly of classified employees.


2.  Diane Shewbridge was elected vice chair by the council to fill the empty position vacated by Brian’s election to chair.


3.  The CEC Luncheon and business meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 25, in the lower dining hall.  All employees are welcome to attend.


F.  Office of the President



Dr. David Dunlop


a. At the state level there is a lot of ambiguity regarding 2007-2008 salaries.  We are planning for a 4% increase (with the usual caveats about enrollment).  However, the law is only allowing 3.5% increase.  We need to resolve this language issue at the state level.  The institution plans to fully fund the classified salary matrix.


b. There is great interest at the state level in the use of adjuncts instructors, including the number of student credits generated by adjuncts, and the correlation between faculty salaries and number of adjuncts at an institution.

c.  Town/Gown relations-In truth, not nearly as bad as reports claim.  Current mayor is still learning and needs background on some issues:

· The crosswalk on Rt. 480 is still contentious, though there was opposition to a proposed overpass or underpass as well as to a proposed on-demand traffic light.  Together, Dr. Dunlop and the mayor asked Delegate Doyle to intercede with the highway department to study the problem.  It is critical that the state--not our students--pay for whatever improvement is decided upon.
· There has been some heated discussion about installing a park near McMurran Hall.  It is important for the town to understand that we are merely tenants in the Hall, and not authorized to destroy anything (or pay for it, though we did fund the McMurran restoration work currently underway).

· Police Agreement (Mutual Support Package).  We did not renew this agreement recently, which was controversial.  Again, it is important to understand the reason:  because the town was not providing police 2 am-6 am, the support ended up being not entirely mutual, as the agreement requires.  Recently, the town agreed to provide full coverage, so we have in fact now signed a new Mutual Support Package.
· A recent broken water main has also been the subject of some rumor, and it was not related at all to our blasting, but rather to an inappropriate installation of materials by the town municipal system.
· Parking.  This is clearly not an issue that mere talking about will ever solve!  The only solution is a municipal parking garage, which has many precedents even in an historical district/town.  Proposed sites have included lots adjacent to the Blue Moon Café or to the Butcher Center.
VI.
Recognition of Faculty of the Year
Dr. Laura Renninger




Dr. Sylvia Shurbutt
VII. Recognition of Employee Milestones



Dr. David Dunlop
, assisted by Dr. Shurbutt and Brian Hammond
All honorees who attended were presented with a framed certificate and given warm applause by the assembly.

Retirement




30 Years of Service

Ms. Melinda Landolt (1975-2007)

Dr. Irving Tucker


Dr. Daniel Starliper (1983-2007


Ms. Sandra VanMetre (1083-2007)

25 Years of Service


Ms. Gail Bedwell (2001-2007)

Ms. Betty Ecton










Dr. Charles Hulse


35 Years of Service

Dr. Charles Carter



20 Years of Service

Mr. Kenneth Harbaugh


Mr. Monte Cater


Ms. Carolyn Kerr



Mr. Paul Schwan


Mr. James Romano



Ms. Paula Scott


Dr. Jerry Thomas



Dr. Sylvia Shurbutt










Ms. Rhonda Smith

VIII.  
In a final and unscheduled agenda item, the Moderator of the Assembly presented Dr. Dunlop with a framed certificate of appreciation for his service to the institution.  The Assembly offered a standing ovation.
The assembly adjourned approximately 5:40pm to the reception for honorees.

Respectfully submitted,

Tracy Seffers

Secretary to the Assembly
