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COMMENTARY

By: Brian Noland, Ph.D.
Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission

AN INNOVATIVE WEST VIRGINIA IS WITHIN REACH

Children are inherently creative.They see the promise and opportunity on a blank sheet of paper

and the adventures waiting in their own backyard.They look at the world and view everything as a new
possibility. As a state full of talented people and growing communities, we should harness that same creativity —
the kind that finds potential in every corner - to produce plentiful intellectual capital, innovative technologies,
new economic growth and a West Virginia more and more people want to call home.

That was the ambition set forth at the Create WV Conference, a statewide event that recently convened in
Huntington, which celebrated communities encouraging newly-created economic opportunities — at the

heart of which are knowledge creation and innovative entrepreneurship.What was heard there was clear:
to succeed in this new economy, West Virginians must use their own
ingenuity.
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This charge strikes to the core of the Commission’s work through
Vision 2015 — West Virginia's strategic plan for science and technology

new eCOnomy, that aims to spur job creation and technology-based business -
o o e development across the Mountain State. Our vision is that research Ey
WeSt VI rgl nians and innovation will become the primary driver of West Virginia's \ {f;

new, diverse and prosperous economy.
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To reach that goal, we need solid investments in our research universities — & 9, :'
and fortunately, the news on that front is quite good. Research dollars are
flowing to West Virginia at an incredible rate and associated investments
are steadily increasing on an annual basis.From 2001-2008, combined
research and development expenditures at our colleges and universities Wy
totaled more than $1 billion, peaking last year at nearly $171 million. And as a result of the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act passed by Congress earlier this year, our state’s higher education research efforts —
ranging from advanced supercomputing and facility infrastructure, to studies in biometrics, public health

and energy - have received 56 new awards, totaling more than $19 million.

Combined with the investments made by the state, such as the Research Challenge Fund, Bucks for Brains
and Eminent Scholars programs, the vision of a new West Virginia outlined in Vision 2015 is crystallizing.

It is because of these bold steps that we are attracting world-renowned scientists and researchers to our
universities and increasing the number of students pursuing degrees in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) disciplines, while increasing diversity in these fields at the same time.We certainly
have more to do; we must invest major new resources in research infrastructure to lay the foundation for
economic diversification and expansion.Toward that end, we recently submitted two new and crucial proposals
to the National Science Foundation focused on faculty support, facilities and STEM student programs.

Thanks to strong leadership and long-term commitment, we are making the necessary investments to inspire
intellectual capital and advance the skills of a changing workforce.This is precisely how we will translate
imagination into innovation and build a West Virginia where creativity, businesses and opportunities thrive.
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FROM THE VICE CHANCELLOR: It Takes a State

At the National EPSCoR Conference in
Washington D.C.in October, we engaged
in panel discussions on the themes of
“sustainability” and “innovation” —and
we were proud to talk about how far
West Virginia has come in science and
research, and the solid path we're on

for the future.

The growing investments at our colleges
and universities — which you'll see high-
lighted repeatedly in this edition of The Neuron — are decisive
cornerstones of the exciting and reachable goals set forth in
Vision 2015, West Virginia’s strategic plan for science and technol-
ogy that aims to spur technology-based business development
in the Mountain State.

As | said in Washington, it takes a state to make this happen.

And West Virginia is indeed making it possible through initiatives
like the Research Challenge Fund and the Bucks for Brains and
Eminent Scholars programs.

Science anod Research Council

Because of these bold steps, we are making real progress —
sustained, innovative progress that is putting our state on
the map, making research stronger than ever before,and
helping secure strong minds and a strong economic future
for West Virginia.

To build on this foundation, we recently submitted two new

‘proposals to the National Science Foundation focused on

gaining new infrastructure in the form of faculty support,

cyberinfrastructure, laboratories and student programs in

science, technology, engineering and mathematics — all of
which will bolster our efforts across West Virginia.

I thank everyone involved in making these promising
advancements possible,and | join you in looking forward
to new opportunities just around the corner for West Virginia.
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