Assessment-Driven and State-Driven Revisions in 

English Language Arts Program 

Since 2001
Changes Affecting Content Knowledge:

1)
Addition of three state-required, 3-hr. professional Education courses: EDUC 380, Technology in the Classroom; EDUC 443, Reading in the Content Areas; and EDUC 400 Inclusion in the Regular Classroom. 

2)
Revision of Modern Grammar Course to Include a History of the Language Component.  The new course is called Structure and Evolution of English, ENGL 370 (See curriculum links for English Education 5-9, 5-Adult Program on the NCTE/NCATE Resource page at http://www.shepherd.edu/englweb/NCTE_NCATE.htm).  Revision of ENGL 370 has allowed us to streamline the linguistics component of the curriculum in order to accommodate the state-mandated professional education course requirements in the curriculum and still maintain a strong curriculum that comes under the 128 Higher Education Policy Commission minimum.

3)  Addition of Two New 3-hour Required Literature Survey Courses to Strengthen 

      the 5-Adult Curriculum: ENGL 312 American Literature to 1900 and ENGL 313 Literature 

     in English since 1900 (see curriculum links for the English Education 5-9, 5-Adult Program 

     on Shepherd University NCTE/NCATE Resource page at 

  http://www.shepherd.edu/englweb/NCTE_NCATE.htm).  English Department assessment 

  has revealed consistently that students’ knowledge and mastery of American and English 

  literature needed to be strengthened.  The only required course in American literature was 

  the General Studies ENGL 204 Survey of American Literature. The current program allows 

  fewer electives but provides a more solid core in literary studies.  This change resulted 

  directly from our assessment data.

4)  Addition of 3-hr. Introduction to Literary Studies, ENGL 301, Course.  This course serves as a gateway course to the English Program and was created to better prepare students for literary studies.  See curriculum links for English Education 5-9, 5-Adult Program on Shepherd University NCTE/NCATE Resource page at http://www.shepherd.edu/englweb/NCTE_NCATE.htm).

5)  Addition of a Second Gateway Gender Course Option for ENGL 360 Literature and Sexes: ENGL 366 Women in the Arts and Literature.  One of these courses is offered each year as a Gateway courses, which means students attend Washington theater, museum, and concert performances, linked directly to these Gateway course content (see curriculum links for English Education 5-9, 5-Adult Program on Shepherd University NCTE/NCATE Resource page at http://www.shepherd.edu/englweb/NCTE_NCATE.htm); thus students are able to experience a fieldtrip style course as a model for them to follow in their own teaching, as well as have an alternative gender course and arts experiences in the extraordinary setting that Washington can provide.  Additionally, the ENGL 421 Shakespeare course, required in the 5-Adult English Education curriculum, is frequently offered as a Gateway course.  Assessment data gathered from the English Major Exit Survey, not included in this report and only recently developed for English Education and regular English majors, made clear that students were interested, indeed hungering for this type of course with an arts practicum component.

6)  Addition of 1-hr. English Education Capstone Presentation Requirement, ENGL 486. The capstone presentation course (see curriculum links for English Education 5-Adult Program on Shepherd University NCTE/NCATE Resource page at http://www.shepherd.edu/englweb/NCTE_NCATE.htm) allows us to better manage assessment and adds an additional reflective component to the English Education program through the final presentation of the portfolio, which before the creation of the capstone presentation was not seen by the English faculty, with the exception of the English Specialization Coordinator. The capstone presentation likewise allows the English Education curriculum to parallel the non-Education English program.  We are one of the few secondary specialties at Shepherd University that requires a capstone presentation, which is now being discussed at the state (HEPC) level as a possible requirement.

7) Addition of ENGL 402 Bible as Literature as Option for ENGL 400 Greek 

       Mythology in the 5-Adult Program.  This change (see curriculum links for English 

      Education 5-Adult Program on Shepherd University NCTE/NCATE Resource page at 

      http://www.shepherd.edu/englweb/NCTE_NCATE.htm) was instituted since student 

      understanding of biblical allusions in literature was minimal.  

 Changes Affecting Professional and Pedagogical Knowledge, Skill, and Dispositions:
8)  Increased number of Departmental "Faculty Pedagogy Workshops." We try to involve English Education students in these workshops whenever possible.  Student participation in our Pedagogy Workshops encourages English Education Majors to make the transition from student to instructor and to assume a professional persona.  Likewise, the requirement of membership in the National Council of Teachers of English organization further encourages students to transition into a professional track.  Students also are encouraged to submit professional conference presentations that emanate from their study of literature and linguistics in the English Department, with a number having presented at national conferences (Appalachian Studies Conference, WV Undergraduate Conference, and others).  We have consciously attempted in the last few years to encourage more student involvement in professional organizations and to model professionalism for all our students.

9)
Expansion of the English Practical or Laboratory Activity Options.  These now include Rude Mechanicals, Appalachian Heritage WIR project, Picket involvement and editorships, Sans Merci editorships and involvement,  travel practicum options, service learning options, etc.   See English Education Practicum Options Link at NCTE/NCATE Resource page,  http://www.shepherd.edu/englweb/NCTE_NCATE.htm).  In the last several years, English education students have served as webmasters for the Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence Project (see English Education student-created pages at http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/trigiani/;  http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/Gates/;  http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/kay/index.htm; http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/phillips/index.htm; and   http://www.shepherd.edu/englweb/morgan/residency.htm). 
10) Increased Web-based and Technology Components in English Courses.  Many

required English courses in the English Education Program now include webct components (Sakai) and two new SmartBoard classrooms ensure that the latest technology is available for English Education instruction and modeling.  See ENGL 355, 360, 366, 370, and EDUC 421 course syllabi at the curriculum link on the NCTE/NCATE Resource page at http://www.shepherd.edu/englweb/NCTE_NCATE.htm.  See selected course pages: ENGL 421 English Methods Course page at http://webpages.shepherd.edu/sshurbut/educ421/index.html; ENGL 370 Structure and Evolution of English page at http://webpages.shepherd.edu/sshurbut/engl370/index.html; ENGL 360 Literature and the Sexes page at  http://webpages.shepherd.edu/sshurbut/eng360/index.html. 
