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EDUCATION

     Ph.D.    Comparative Literature, Rutgers University, expected May 2009

     M.A.     Comparative Literature, Rutgers University, May 2003

     B.A.      summa cum laude, English Literature, California State University, Fresno, 1999

     Certificate in Teaching with Technologies, Rutgers University, 2008

     Certificate in Biblical Studies, Fackelbäranas Bibelskola, Hoslby Brunn, Sweden 1992
DISSERTATION

     The Politics of Pity in Eighteenth-Century Fiction
     Committee: Michael McKeon (chair), M. Josephine Diamond, Lynn Festa, William Galperin
DISTINCTIONS

     Eighteenth-Century Fiction Graduate Essay Contest Winner (2008)

     Graduate School Travel Award, Rutgers University (2008)

     Teaching Associateship, English Writing Program, Rutgers University (2005-2008)

     Modern Greek Studies Lectureship, Rutgers University (2006 & 2007)

     Teaching Fellowship, Comparative Literature, Rutgers University (2002-2004)

     Transliteratures Program Travel Award, Rutgers University (2003)                              

     Rutgers Excellence Fellowship for Graduate Studies, Rutgers University (2000-2002)

PUBLICATIONS
     “Pity, or the Providence of the Body in Richardson’s Clarissa,” Eighteenth-Century Fiction 

     (forthcoming).


     Winner of the annual Eighteenth-Century Fiction Graduate Essay Contest (2008)

PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS
     “Home Attachments and Colonial Commitments: Sentimental Figures and the Paradox of 
     Nostalgia,” accepted for American Comparative Literature Association Annual 

     Conference, Harvard University, March 2009.
     “Mythic Past, Imperial Future: Late Eighteenth-Century Scotland and the Rhetoric of 
     National Self-Pity,” Canadian Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual 

     Conference, McGill University, Montreal, October 2008. 

     “The Backwash of Empire and Narrative Fragmentation: Self-Pity and Self-Preservation in 
       
     Henry Mackenzie’s The Man of Feeling,” British Society for Eighteenth-Century 

     Studies Annual Conference, St. Hugh’s College, Oxford, January 2008.

     “Pity, or the Providence of the Body,” Comparative Literature Graduate Colloquium, Rutgers   

       
     University, April 2007.
     “Resistance as Relationship: Pity, Power, and Parson Adams,” American Comparative 

     Literature Association Annual Conference, Pennsylvania State University, March 
     2005. Co-organizer and co-chair, the panel “Psychoanalysis and the Strategies of 
     Resistance.”
     “From the Wings to Center Stage: A Genealogy of Pity,” Spheres of Power: The University 
     of Massachusetts Graduate History Association Five College History Conference, 

     University of Massachusetts-Amherst, October 2005.

     “Pity and Power: The Body in Pain and the Structure of Suffering in Heliodorus’ 

       
     AITHIOPIKA,” Southern Comparative Literature Association Annual Conference: 

       
     University of Texas-Austin, September 2003.

TEACHING INTERESTS
Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture, The Novel (theory and history), Gothic Literature, Milton, World Literature, Myth and Literature, Introductory Literary Theory and Interpretation (Plato to the present), Rhetoric and Composition

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Lecturer:

Rutgers University

· Modern Greek Studies 358: Odysseus in Literature (Cross Listed with Comp Lit)

· Examines the literary reincarnations of the Homeric figure of Odysseus: How the Odysseus myth is altered from culture to culture (Greece, Rome, Ireland, the Caribbean, etc.), how it is re-adapted in different historical periods, and how Odysseus changes as the genre changes (epic, the novel, poetry, film, drama).  

· Comp Lit 150: World Mythology
· An introduction to mythology from The Ramayana and The Bible to The Alchemist (1988) and contemporary film: including an overview of various theories of Myth (Hamilton, Eliade, Jung, Freud, Girard and others). 

· Comp Lit 101: World Literature
· Introduction to literatures of the world in all basic genres and across multiple historical periods: both Western and non-Western texts.

· English 101: Expository Writing
· University-required composition and rhetoric course that emphasizes revision, close reading practices, and the generation of original arguments from a selection of interdisciplinary essays.

· English 100R: Basic Composition 100/Reading for English 099 or “R” (4.5 Credits)

· 100R combines English 100 (Basic Composition) and Reading for English 099. Together the course is called 100R: It emphasizes grammar, transitional sentences, paragraph development, and forming a coherent argument from a set of interdisciplinary essays; it involves an extra weekly class period of focused attention on reading skills—designed to prepare students for English 101 (above).
California State University, Fresno

· Composition I

· University-required composition, research, and rhetoric course. 

LCC International University (Klaipeda, Lithuania)

(Summer Language Institute for adults and business executives, 1995)

· ESL Instructor:

· English Idioms

· Writing and Reading Poetry in English (Marvell, Shelley, Keats, Stevens, Rich)
· Speech (Group Leader)
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE

Invited speaker: “Reading for Interest: Odysseus and the Politics of Need,” Building Critical 

Tool Boxes in the Classroom. A seminar and dialogue with guest speaker David Damrosch, Rutgers University October 4, 2008. 

Invited speaker: “Open Spaces: The Architecture of Comparative Literature,” (opening address) 

for The Graduate Student Professionalization Symposium: Comparativism in the Classroom, Rutgers University, November 30, 2007.
Co-organizer and treasurer of a two-day inter-disciplinary conference titled after an ACLA seminar ran in 2005: “Psychoanalysis and the Strategies of Resistance,” co-hosted by the Rutgers University English Department and Program in Comparative Literature, Rutgers University, April 2006. 
Co-fundraiser for the conference: raised funding from the following Rutgers University offices, programs, and affiliates: Office of the Vice-President; Office of the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs of the Graduate School, New Brunswick; Faculty of Arts and Sciences Area Deans’ Office-Dean of Humanities; English Department; Program in Comparative Literature; Professor Martin Gliserman. Invited speakers included: Ranjana Khanna, Duke U.; Anna Ornstein, M.D., Harvard Medical School; Drucilla Cornell, Rutgers U.; Tom Cohen, SUNY at Albany; Patricia Gherovici, The Philadelphia Lacan Study Group; Deborah Luepnitz, U. of Penn., Medical School; Annie Lee Jones, Harlem Family Institute/New York Harbor Dep. of Veterans Affairs; Peter Fraenkel, CUNY/The Ackerman Institute; Laurence Rickels, UC-Santa Barbara; and others.
Panel Co-organizer: “Psychoanalysis and the Human,” Seminar at American Comparative 

Literature Association Annual Conference, Princeton University, March 2006.

Panel moderator: “Literature and Its Interrelations with the Arts,” Comparative Literature 

       

Alumni/ae Reunion, Rutgers University, October 2003.

Co-editor, “Exit 9: The Rutgers Journal of Comparative literature,” Vol. 4, Remapping the 
Modern (2002); Vol. 5, Passages (2003); Vol. 6, Psychoanalysis and Violence 

(2004). 

Head Teaching Assistant, Comparative Literature, Rutgers University (2003-2004): As Head 

TA, along with providing teaching excellence support for junior lecturers, I lead a workshop, “Using the Web in the Classroom,” which introduced new TAs to the basics of web-design and use in the classroom (Spring 2003); I also ran a seminar “Grading and Syllabus Development” for new TAs, and organized a panel “Teaching from the Canon,” for all TAs in the Comp. Lit. Program (Fall 2003).

Comparative Literature TA liaison to the Graduate School (2002-2003 academic year).

President: The Comparative Literature Division of the Graduate Student Association (2002-

2003). Responsible for representing the program and writing grants for all graduate student related activities, including Exit 9: The Rutgers Journal of Comparative Literature, the Bi-annual Graduate Symposia, The Comparative Literature Film Forum, and other events.
Director and organizer: The Comparative Literature Biannual Symposia (2001-2003): provides 

Comparative Literature graduate students with a venue in which to present their ongoing research to faculty and peers. 
Grant writer, Committee to Advance our Common Purposes. Raised funding for “Exit 9: 
   
   
The Rutgers Journal of Comparative Literature,” Volume IV (Fall 2001).

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
American Comparative Literature Association

American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies

British Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies

Canadian Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies  

Modern Language Association 

