Faculty Senate Minutes
Monday, April 19, 2010, 3:10 p.m., Cumberland Room
Roland Bergman 
          (SOC/GEOG)
present

Jason Best

(IES)

present

Rick Bruner

(ART)

present


Larry Daily 

(PSY)

present




Meg Galligan

(BADM)

X
David Gonzol

(MUSIC)

present

Douglas Horner

(SCWK)

present

Mike Jacobs 

(HPERS)

present

James Lewin

(ENG)

present

Barbara Maxwell
                (LIB)

X
Clarise Ottley

(NURS)

present

Kathy Reid

(ECON)

present

Sylvia Shurbutt
                (ACF)

present

J. W. Thatcher

(ACCT)

X
J. B. Tuttle

(EDUC)

present

Eugene Volker

(CHEM)

present

Qing Wang

(CME)

present


Joyce Webb 

(COMM)

present

Bob Willgoos 

(HIST)

present

David Wing

(BIOL)

X
Denis Woods

(PSCI)

present

Among the many guests were Dr. Russell Porter, Dean of Graduate Studies; Dr. Richard Helldobler, VPAA; Dr. Laura Renninger, Dean of Teaching and Learning and others.

 
I.          Approval of April 5, 2010 Senate Minutes: MVP with amended last sentence of second paragraph of item III: “This process does not affect non-tenure-track faculty or adjunct faculty.”
 

II.         Announcements: 
a.       McMurran Scholars Convocation: Friday, April 30, 3:30 p.m., Frank Center Theater,  faculty report at 2:45 for line up in full academic regalia
b.       Finals Week: Monday, May 3-Friday, May 7            
c.        Final Grades due Monday, May 10, 9:00 a.m.
d.       137th Commencement: Saturday, May 15, 1:50 p.m.

e.
Calendar Snow Make-up Days: this week Thursday/Friday become Tuesday/Monday 
 
III.        Guests/Unfinished/New Business:
 

A.         Continuation of Shepherd Internationalization Discussion:  Dr. Stern announced that the University is currently engaging in discussions to increase the internationalization of the campus and academic curriculum.  He noted that in the last several years the numbers of foreign students attending Shepherd has dropped from 50-60 to just 11 international students.  When asked why that has occurred, he explained that 9/11 has impacted these numbers significantly.  
 
B.         Continuation of Online Advising Assessment Discussion: Dir. of Academic Advising Warburton fielded questions about the new advisement processes and innovations, including the advisement survey or assessment instrument presented at the last Senate meeting.  There was a consensus of concern about the instrument and its online component.  Dr. Warburton conceded the need for revision of the document and would this summer take back to his committee those senate and faculty concerns which he hoped would strengthen the document and the process.  Dr. Webb voiced her concern about alerting deans and chairs to perceived problems involving advisement prior to addressing issues with an advisor before some discussion first with the faculty member. Dr. Tuttle noted that it would be more useful if the assessment instrument had some questions addressed directly to the student to ascertain whether s/he is engaged positively in the advisement process and/or has made an effort to see the advisor.  The Senate was likewise clearly troubled that a disproportioned burden for successful advisement had been placed on the faculty and little on the student, with some student accountability necessary in this two-way process.  With the possibility of an advisement office staffed with “professional advisors,” Dr. Best, Dr. Shurbutt, and Dr. Daily were troubled about the perception of divorcing departmental faculty from GS advisement, Only department advisors are cognizant of the nuances and complexity of guiding students through the more subtle choices in the GS curriculum, which will likely be magnified in the revised GS curriculum . . . where student choice will be more expansive thus, more than ever, requiring careful “departmental advisement” and even closer association between departmental advisors in the major and students.  Dr. Warburton assured the Senate that he was mindful of these potential problems and that a professional stable of advisors would only supplement departmental advisors.  He stated that he was hopeful that the new assessment instrument and an enhanced advisement process would benefit both students and faculty advisors.
 
C.         Initial Feedback from Departments on VPAA Annual Evaluation Task Force Report: President Best reported faculty feedback on the Faculty Evaluation Task Force which suggested the March 1 time-line would be impossible to implement.  Likewise, there was no mention of faculty response in the evaluation process, and the classroom visitation instrument was problematic.  The issue will be revisited at the first Senate meeting of the new academic year.  President Best asked that faculty please send their responses to their Senators asap.
D. 
Graduate Council Proposal for 3+2 Program: C&I Chair Shurbutt reported that the C&I Committee had thoroughly discussed and endorsed the proposal. Shurbutt asked that the Senate endorse the Program as well.  

(MSP Shurbutt/Daily, with 1 abstention and 1 opposed vote)
 
IV.      Committee Reports: 
A.     Admissions & Credits Senator Wing was absent.
B.     Curriculum & Instruction (Senator Shurbutt) C&I will have an additional meting to take care of 


unfinished business.  Details will be noted in the next agenda.
C.           General Studies (Senator Daily)  The GSC will have two more meetings before the summer break.  


Discussions continue concerning revisioning the GS curriculum.
D.     Honors Committee (Senator Daily)  Honors capstones are forthcoming; faculty are invited.
E.     Institutional Review Board (Senator Volker) No report.
F.     Library Committee (Senator Reid)  No report.
G.     Professional Development (Senator Horner)  The Faculty Leave proposal is currently being 


reviewed by the VPAA.  This item will return to the Senate in the fall.
H.     Scholarship & Awards (Senator Shurbutt)  Scholarship and Awards Committee is in the process 


of planning the McMurran Convocation for April 30. Faculty should report in full academic regalia at 


2:45 for line-up in Frank.  The Faculty Scholarship award will be announced shortly.
I.           Senate Bylaws (Senator Tuttle)  Bylaws changes will need to be approved next fall by Assembly.
J.     Washington Gateway (Senator Willgoos) No report.
K.     Calendar Committee (Senator Jacobs) No report.
L.     Diversity & Equity Committee (Senator Lewin) No report.
M.     Enrollment Management Committee (Senator Wang)  Expansion of membership is currently 


being considered.
N.           Graduate Council (Senator Best) No report.
O.           Technology Oversight Committee (Senator Gonzol) No report.
P.     Assessment Task Force (Senator Willgoos) Assessments plans are due.
Q.     Budget Advisory Committee Senator Galligan was absent.
R.           Advisory Council of Faculty (Senator Shurbutt) The new RBA Today is gearing up for fall debut.  


Dr. Shipley chaired the state-wide Task Force that has done a remarkable job this year revamping 


the degree and coordinate between institutions.  The development of a common core of courses

funded by the HEPC, the more accessible, student friendly administrative services, and the internet 

and technology components are hallmarks of the new initiative to entice adults to return to college.
 
V.         Seating of 2010-2011 Shepherd University Faculty Senate: Roland Bergman (SOC/GEOG), Jason Best (IES), Sonya Evanisko (ART), Larry Daily (PSY), Kathleen Corpus (BADM), David Gonzol (MUSC),  Doug Horner (SCWK), Anna DeVito (HPERS), Jim Lewin (ENGL/LANG), Barbara Maxwell (LIB), Clarise Ottley (NURS), John Schultz (ECON), Sylvia Shurbutt (ACF), J. W. Thatcher (ACCT), J. B. Tuttle (EDUC), Eugene Volker (CHEM), Qing Wang (CME), Joyce Webb (COMM), Rob Parkinson (HIST), David Wing (BIOL), Max Guirguis (PSCI)
Officers: Jason Best (President), J. B. Tuttle (Parliamentarian), Barbara Maxwell (Secretary)
Those senators retiring from the Senate are much appreciated by their colleagues for their service and contribution to both campus and community: Senators Rick Bruner, Meg Galligan, Denis Woods, Mike Jacobs, Kathy Reid, and Bob Willgoos.

VI.        Senate Officers/Committee Chairs/External Representatives Elections (Senator Tuttle)          

 
                I.          2010-11 Officers
                a.           President (Senator Best)
                b.           Secretary (Senator Maxwell)
                c.           Parliamentarian – appointed (Senator Tuttle)
 
                II.         2010-11 Senate Committee Chairs and Representatives
                a.     Honors Committee (Senator Parkinson)
                b.     Institutional Review Board (Senator Volker)
                c.     Library Committee (Senator Guirguis)
                d.     Professional Development (Senator Horner)
                e.     Scholarship & Awards (Senator Shurbutt)
                f.     Senate Bylaws (Officers, Senator Gonzol, Senator Thatcher)
                g.     Washington Gateway (Senator Webb)
 
              III.        External Committee Representatives
                
                ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL COMMITTEES
                a.     Calendar Committee (Senator Schultz)
                b.     Diversity & Equity (Senator Lewin)
                c.     Enrollment Management Committee (Senator Wang)
                d.           Graduate Council (Senator Best) 
                e.           Technology Oversight (Senator Gonzol)    
                
                OTHER COMMITTEES
                a.     Assessment Task Force (Senator Corpus)
                b.     Budget Advisory Committee (Senator Thatcher)
                
 





Recorded by Senator Sylvia Shurbutt

