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Report on Adult Learning Task Force

July 10, 2009

Two meetings have been scheduled since my last report to the ACF: June 12 and July 10.  Below is an overview of where the committee is at present:

1) Agreement on the need for a plan to help adult learners finish their degrees: only 17% of West Virginians have finished the bachelor's degree (WV is last in nation), and only 25% have finished an associate's degree or higher (last in nation).
2) Agreement on combining the new Adult Learner Initiation with a more flexible and affordable Regents Bachelor of Arts (RBA) degree.  I suggested the Governors Associates Degree as an alternative as well, and the group determined to develop first the RBA (Phase I), though it makes sense to me to enhance and then tout both as ways to engage adult learners in higher education, particularly in  hard economic times.
3) Structure and Format of "RBA Today" Degree:
a) Develop an enhanced RBA format;
b) Have consistent credit requirements across the state;
c) Develop more on-line courses;
d) Institute flexible, compressed, and adult-compatible time frames for courses;
e) Gear up for fast-track graduation;
f) Credit students with "life" learning experiences (portfolio review similar to current RBA system);
g) Provide areas of emphasis for study such as business, English, natural science, economics, history, etc.;
h) Charge the HEPC with establishing a system-wide RBA Today policy for consistency and quality;

I) Create grants and funding opportunities for institutions to develop curricula innovation;

I) Create a statewide easy to navigate website for the new program that will help West Virginians find the information they need in a fast and efficient format.

4)  Subcommittees are in the process of formulating and developing specifics above for the new degree initiative: "Ensuring Adult Friendly Services and Policies," "Marketing," "Data and Assessment," and "Structure and Format." 
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