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“The woice of higher education faculty”




Advisory Council of Faculty Report

September 18, 2008
The ACF meeting occurred at the HEPC Building in Charleston; the following are highlights from the meeting.

Vice-Chancellor for Academic Affairs Flack’s Report:

Dr. Flack fielded a number of questions concerning issues that are currently facing WV Higher Education.

1) Student Loans: Some faculty were concerned that the current economic conditions might worsen and affect student loans for next semester.  Dr. Flack conceded that might be a possibility.

2) Global Studies: Dr. Flack noted that increasing numbers of students were participating in study abroad programs, some of which might only be a few weeks but were nonetheless an important component of student education.

3) K-16 Education: Dr. Flack noted that college readiness standards in English, Math, and Science had been provided to public schools by Higher Education.  The WV Board of Education is continuing to work on revitalizing the WestTest given to 11th graders in order to utilize the senior year for some of the burden for remediating student deficiencies.  The trick seems to be in aligning the WestTest with ACT/SAT scores.  The following ACT scores indicate readiness for college level work: 18/19 for English, 21 for Reading, 22 for Math, and 24 for Science.  Dr. Flack noted that WV students appear to do a bit better than the national average in English but fall behind in Math and Science

4) “Web-Based College Algebra”:  This is a program to supplement AP and dual-credit types of courses.  Developed at WVU, the “WV-web” course provides an on-line university instructor to teach the Algebra 3 course for dual credit at area high schools.  The on-line instruction is supplemented by a high school math teacher who functions as a facilitator directly in the classroom.  Students get the best of both worlds: a qualified and challenging college-level math experience with an on-site resource person who provides individualized assistance to students.  At present Glenville, Fairmont, Marshall and several other institutions are also offering this kind of instruction in the high schools.  The course, while integrating quality web instruction and classroom teacher instruction, has been very successful.  Where resources are limited, this new approach to dual credit courses is working well.  Dr. Flack noted that students also do extremely well in such courses.  Shepherd, at present, is not participating in the program.  The HEPC will provide funding for starting such a course.

Chair Nutter’s Update on Jay Cole’s Report:

Last week, Cole, Interim Chief of Staff for WVU Interim President McGrath, took on the issue of selection and make-up of institutional governing boards.  Roy noted that legislators present were listening very intently to what Cole, who used to be Governor Manchin’s Education Policy advisor, had to say.  Roy’s take on the issue is that legislators will consider changes in the BOG appointment mechanism in order to improve the quality of boards.  Legislation is likely to occur in the next session.  Roy also shared information about MIR, a group of faculty who are interested in instilling “Integrity” and “Responsibility” into the process of how BOGs interact with presidents and make institutional policy.  Roy noted that one might google “MIR” for details.  It appears that more faculty representation on boards of governors as well as diversity of the governors is at the heart of the controversy.  This is a WVU driven issue, as you might suspect.

Plan for Faculty Presentations and Legislative:

Shurbutt presented the ACF brochure draft, which details faculty issues and other pertinent information about this year’s legislative initiatives.  The most important issue will be securing faculty voting representation on the HEPC/CTC Councils.  Shurbutt and Nutter noted that we must begin working with legislators in October, well before the ACF presentations to LOCEA, HEPC, and CTC Council.  Thus it was determined that we would invite Senator Plymale, Senator Edgell, and Del. Poling to the next ACF meeting at Marshall.  Chair Nutter said that he would begin putting together the presentation, altered somewhat for each group presented to.  See below the theme and faculty issues for 2009: 




Helping to Chart the Future:

West Virginia Advisory Council of Faculty
2009 ACF Legislative Issues

   
♦Increase legislative funding to the National Average in order to support



•improved student access and retention at each institution;


•improved programs and facilities;


•hiring new full-time and tenured faculty positions;


•raises for full-time and adjunct faculty salaries.

♦Provide ACF voting representation on HEPC and CTCC (Currently there is no formal 

mechanism to provide for the legislative mandate that the ACF advise the 

CTCC and HEPC.)


♦Allow Higher Education Faculty the right to serve in the Legislature. 
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