ACF Report on Legislative Meetings
Sunday, October 7, 2007
LOCEA, Senate Finance Committee Room

Education Subcommittee C,  House Judiciary
Charleston, West Virginia

Legislative Oversight Commission on Education Accountability, 4:00 p.m.

I. Chancellor Skidmore’s Report:  Skidmore reported on the Performance Indicators used to evaluation CTC institutions and programs.  He stressed a number of positives, including the increased student numbers in the 18-24 range, particularly at Blue Ridge and WVU Tech.  He noted the increased numbers of career and tech certificates, as well as one-year degrees bestowed.  Licensure pass rates and the number of associate degrees are up.  He was please with enrollments at institutions such as Blue Ridge.  He did, however note graduation rates that are well below the 36% national average.  Senator Plymale asked that those four or five institutions at the low end of the scale in terms of graduation rates will be asked to report at the next LOCEA meeting.  All the data that Chancellor Skidmore referenced is contained with the LOCEA Accountability Report presented by both chancellors, and that document is available in hardcopy upon request.
II. Chancellor Noland’s Report:  Noland noted that with three new presidents (at West Liberty, WVU, and Shepherd), the system is poised for an invigorating shot of adrenalin.  He noted discussion on a community service component for recipients of PROMISE.  He gave updates on Master Plan progress and on Financial Policy (responding to a Sunday morning news article positing the perceived unfairness of HEPC Financial Policy, a topic all the legislators seemed quite interested).  Dr. Noland presented 2006-2007 graduation data, with comparisons among institutions.  This and other data in the Accountability Report are available upon request.
Among the most interesting aspects of his report were Dr. Noland’s Executive Summary of the HEPC Master Plan (http://www.wvhepc.org/news/factsheet.pdf) and the basic principles behind the West Virginia Financial Model for Higher Education (hardcopy available), as well as lists of Institutional Peers as these are evolving (hardcopy available).
Several comments posed by LOCEA members were as follows: 

1) Senator Plymale asked if it were true that public higher education tuition grants were in some respect supporting private education.  Dennis Taylor responded that there were loopholes which his office was trying to address.

2) Del. Doyle questioned what the new deadline date, beyond March 1, for applying for student aid would be.  Noland said that it had not yet been determined.  
3) Questions were asked about students’ needing remediation upon admission to higher education.  Noland responded that some 1/3 of the new students needed some sort of remediation and that his office is trying to work with public education to address the problem and create a “seamless curriculum” that spans K-16.
Education Subcommittee C,  House Judiciary, 6:00 p.m.

AFT/WVSSPA Presentation:  Robert Morgenstern and Bob Brown gave a presentation for the AFT, dealing with the response among the public school systems to 541, specifically that superintendents are not applying the bulk of that 3½ % raise to staff and teacher salaries.  Senator Unger urged a letter be written to the State Superintend for him to communicate the intent of the bill.  
Addressing the Problem of Teacher Shortages in WV: Dr. Tom Witt, Director of the Bureau of Business and Economic Research, spoke to this issue.
