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“The woice of higher education faculty”





Legislative Subcommittee Report

March 6, 2009

Galen Hansen (Fairmont), Betty Dennison (Marshall CTC), Sylvia Shurbutt (Shepherd) met with the following to talk about two issues important to WV Higher Education Faculty: 1) having the same right to serve in the legislature as public school teachers; 2) addressing the disconnect between the legislative mandate that the ACF serve as an advisory body to the Higher Education Policy Commission (HEPC) and the Community and Technical College Council (CTCC).

I. Meeting with Senators Prezioso (Rules), Oliverio (Education), Edgell (Education):
The ACF Legislative Subcommittee shared with Prezioso, Oliverio, and Edgell the concern that Higher Education Faculty is not being utilized fully as a resource for the two Policy Councils, as mandated by code.  It was noted that faculty provide a unique resource for the policy-making institutions in the state, in that they are responsible for the Higher Education curricula, accreditation of all programs, and serve as liaisons between the university and workforce groups and entities.  Thus we are both teachers and “administrators,” and our governance within institutions and service unique. 

The disconnect between the code that established us as an “advisory” committee and the 15-minute presentation that we give each fall to the two councils was highlighted, and legislators agreed that this disconnect needed to be addressed.  We presented code revisions, directed by Dr. Galen, that would address the issue: 18B-6-2, State Advisory Council of Faculty; 18B-6-3, Institutional Faculty Senate; 18B-1-1, Higher Education Policy Commission and 18B-1B-2, Composition of Commission; 18B-2B-4, Appointment, Composition and Terms of Council.  The substance of the code revisions involves the following:

A. Making certain ACF representatives are supported by their institutions in terms of the work involved with serving on the faculty council and fulfilling the original charge to members;

B. Making certain that faculty senates and faculty assemblies are supported in the work involved in serving their institutions;

C. Making certain that the voice and value of faculty input on the HEPC and CTCC is accomplished (either by providing a faculty seat on the two councils, by allowing regular reports from the faculty—in addition to the 15-minute, once-a-year presentation—or by more fully involving faculty, through the ACF, in policy questions and decisions);

D. Making certain there is a more regular series of meetings and exchanges between the ACF and the two chancellors (it should be noted that Dr. Flack meets regularly with the ACF to update members on up-coming Higher Education initiatives and policies; it should also be noted that, in the past, Chancellor Noland attempted to meet with some regularity with the ACF). 

II. Meeting with Senator Unger:

After the floor session, ACFers spoke with Senator Unger, who agreed to have the code revisions redrafted and the language tightened.  ACFers should be alert for draft approval in the coming days.
III. Meeting with Chancellor Noland and Dr. Flack:

In an effort to be as transparent as possible, we asked to meet with Chancellor Noland.  We discussed the issues above as well as other issues associated with Higher Education.  They include “recognition of faculty accomplishments” (in either curricular, research, or public service areas); Promise Scholarships (specifically whether to cap the awards or to tighten standards in order to keep the program solvent; WVU/Marshall BOG governance initiatives (increasing the number of faculty on their BOGs), Personnel Study bills, and Budget bill.

IV. Meeting with Senator Plymale:

When we met with Senator Plymale in October, he was not convinced that a faculty seat on the HEPC and CTCC was in order, his objection was philosophic.  He did, however, challenge us to convince him of that necessity.  At the end of our meeting Friday, he conceded that some action was in order to assure the mandate that the ACF act in an advisory capacity to the HEPC/CTC councils. *Please look for regular legislative updates on these and other faculty issues progress. 
[image: image1.png]