Advisory Council of Faculty Report

LOCEA, December 10, 11, 2006 ACF Meeting

I. Legislative Oversight Commission on Education Accountability (LOCEA), 5:30 p.m., Senate Finance Committee Room, December 10
A) Chancellor Noland’s Report on H/S Graduate Performance in Higher Education

Chancellor Noland issued the Report on the Performance of High School Graduates Enrolled as Freshmen in Colleges and Universities, sharing a range of data gathered from every high school across the state on entering freshmen (doc. available).  He noted that entering freshmen for fall 2005 had an average ACT score of 20.9, and most were enrolled with at least 15 hours credit.  One-third of the freshman class in the system were enrolled, however, in developmental courses.    Dr. Noland noted that taking math in the senior year of high school  was the single greatest indicator of freshmen success the first year of college.  Senator Plymale said that he would like to see something other than ACT scores as a benchmark for standards, believing that the WV Content Standards were more rigorous than those of other states.  Noland shared his concern that the new ACT admissions minimum of 19 (up from 18) for WVU and Marshall were seriously going to impact the numbers of students admitted to those institutions. 

B) Chancellor Skidmore’s Report on CTC Performance Indicators

Chancellor Skidmore shared information on CTC Performance Indicators, detailing “access, workforce development, student success, improved literacy, and collaboration” indicators (doc. Available).   Senator Plymale was interested in the 25-44 year-old student population.  He stressed the importance of the CTCs not “cannibalizing” the student population of the 4-year institutions.  While Chancellor Skidmore touted the 8% increase in adult education, Plymale insisted that he get a breakdown by institution, since it was clear that certain CTCs (Eastern, for example) were losing students, while others (Blueridge, for example) were growing in their service population.  Plymale specifically suggested that the legislature might have to revisit the organizational structure of such campuses, and those losing student population might better serve as branch campuses of more viable institutions.  Skidmore said that he was willing to explore such possibilities.  Skidmore added that he was very concerned about the 39% male population of the CTC student population, believing that the CTC system should offer more “dirty” technology courses of study (Power plant, etc. courses of study).  Plymale noted that the greatest impediment in luring high tech industries into WV was the adult literacy issue, and he insisted that more must be done by the CTCs to remedy the situation.  Skidmore noted that when the economy improved, adult population numbers decreased in higher education.  Plymale countered that “Adult literacy,” specifically reading/writing skills of the 25-44 population, was a paramount issue for the CTCs.

C) Chancellor Noland’s Report on Marshall and WVU Graduation Goals

Dr. Noland noted that both Marshall (48.2%) and WVU (56.4%) 2000-06 graduation rates fell below the  62.5% national average.  He noted that the system average was 47.7%.   Noland provided data on all WV 4-year institutions (doc. available).  Dr. Noland noted that the student financial aid process in WV was very complex, more so than in other states, and that this was a factor in retention.  He added that the Speling Commission had addressed this area as crucial in retention of students.  Del. Doyle referenced the Blue Ribbon Report (Shepherdstown Chronicle article summary available in hardcopy).  Doyle suggested increasing the admission standards for WVU as a way to improve retention and graduation rates.

D) Chancellor Skidmore’s Report on the Dramatic Pierpont Enrollment Decline

While the overall enrollment from 2005 to 2006 at Pierpont was down –14%, Skidmore noted that dual enrollment incentives Glenville offered to that student pool through credits and scholarships explained, in large part, the decrease.  Plymale reiterated the importance of the 25-44 adult student target that ought to be the province of the CTCs.

E) Analysis of Reports from BOGs on Institutional Rules (SB603)

Bruce Walker noted that all rules come to the HEPC for review, with the exception of Marshall and WVU who are exempted for oversight.  Plymale questioned the wisdom of such a free-hand for the two flagship institutions and mused that the Legislature might have to revisit the newly independent status of Marshall and WVU.

II. ACF 2006 Presentation, Senate/House Joint Education Committee, 2:00 p.m., House Chamber, December 11

Chair Lovett presented a hardcopy version of the Advisory Council of Faculty PowerPoint, “Working to Bridge the Gaps.”  This was the largest legislative group ever to hear the presentation, and Chair Lovett did a superb job representing higher education faculty and our  2007 issues.


¶ Increase Legislative Funding in WV to the National Average in order to Fund:



(Improved Student Access and Retention



(The Cost of Inflation



(Yearly Merit Increases for Full-Time Faculty



(Raises for Adjunct Faculty Salaries



(Tuition Waivers for Faculty and Staff Dependents



    (Amend  §18B-10-6A and Repeal  §18B-10-5 and  §18B-10-6)


¶ Reinstate 10% Salary Increase upon Faculty Promotion (§18B-8-3, Item C)


¶ Increase the State’s Share of Retirement Contribution from 6.0% to 7.5%


¶ Raise CTC 20% Tenured Faculty Target to 30% 


¶ Allow Higher Education Employees the Right to Serve in Legislature

