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Advisory Council of Faculty Report to Assembly

September 8, 2008
The following is an overview of Advisory Council of Faculty 2007-2008 accomplishments and the 2009 issues and concerns for Higher Education on the horizon.

ACF 2008 Legislative Issues Accomplished:

♦increase in the higher education budgets, including a salary raise for faculty; 

♦legislation to allow BOGs to increase the institution’s share of retirement contribution from 6% to 7.5%; 

♦change in current code 18B-10-6a to make faculty, staff, and their dependents exceptions to the 5% cap on tuition waivers (the rationale was that tuition waivers would be a useful personnel recruitment and retention tools without being a financial burden on the institution.

ACF Legislative Issues for 2009:

   
♦Increase legislative funding to the National Average in order to support



•improved student access and retention at each institution;


•improved programs and facilities;


•hiring new full-time and tenured faculty positions;


•raises for full-time and adjunct faculty salaries.

♦Provide ACF representation on HEPC and CTCC (currently there is no formal 

mechanism to provide for the legislative mandate that the ACF advise the 

CTCC and HEPC).


♦Allow Higher Education Faculty the right to serve in the Legislature.

Great Teachers Seminar: Under auspices now of the Advisory Council of Faculty, the Great Teachers 
Seminar was reported by Mark Goldstein (Northern) as an extraordinary success, with the most participation ever under the new structure.  Dr. Karen Green and Dr. Rachel Ritterbusch represented Shepherd at this year’s Great Teachers Seminar.
2008-2009 ACF Officers:

Chair: Roy Nutter (WVU)

Vice Chair: Betty Denison (Marshall CTC)

Secretary: Leslie Lovett (Pierpont CTC)

Legislative Advisory Coordinator: Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt (Shepherd)

Webmaster: Mike Ditchen (Tech CTC)
Higher Education Initiatives Coming from HEPC and Chancellor Noland:

1) Budgets: HEPC budget request is not yet formalized, though just to keep up with inflation there must be at least a 3.7% addition to the Higher Education budget;

2) K-20 Initiative:  This is an initiative that would better align public and higher education curricula, including better utilizing the Senior Year of high school to better prepare students for university-level work (note, as indicated by current rise in WV ACT scores, the PROMISE scholarship has begun the process of helping teachers, parents, and students to focus on the high school curriculum and students to focus on better preparing themselves;

3) Capital Projects:  Noland’s goal is to shift the burden of responsibility for building projects from student fees to the State.  WV is the only state in the country where new construction is funded by the students;

4) Global Studies in the Curriculum:  Infusing the higher education curriculum with more and greater varieties of global components is a central HEPC initiative;

5) One-Stop Shop” Approach for College Application:  The HEPC is interested in instituting a process where students apply for college online once, and if rejected at one institution, they automatically receive acceptance at others without reapplication;

6) Marketing “College” Rather than “Colleges”:  The HEPC is going to undertake a marketing campaign for college that it hopes will improve the quality of the workforce and thus the economic viability of the State;

7) BOG “Professional Development”:  The HEPC will undertake a series of learning programs for local boards of governors’ members, so that institutions and college presidents can avoid the situation where BOGs are micromanaging.

Thanks to all Shepherd faculty who participated this past year with their interest and their activism in happenings in Charleston.  WV is not a state where faculty can happily sit in intellectual ivory towers and hope for the best; if we want to improve the quality of higher education, we need to be both aware and involved.

Report submitted by Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt and Jason Best, Shepherd University ACF Representatives
