Curriculum & Instruction Committee

3:10 pm, Student Center, Potomac Room

October 26, 2009

In Attendance:

Chair


Dr. Sylvia Shurbutt (Senate)

School of Arts & Humanities


Dr. Stephanie Barnett (2011)


Dr. Robert Parkinson (2011)

School of Natural Science & Mathematics


Dr. Ruth Conley (2011)

Dr. Weidong Liao (2010)

School of Education & Professional Studies


Professor Ed Fincham (2009)


Dr. Douglas Kennard (2010
School of Business & Social Sciences


Dr. Anne Murtagh (2011)

Library


Ms. Laura Neal (2010)

Ex-officio


Dr. Larry Daily, Chair of General Studies Committee


Dr. Richard Helldobler, Vice President of Academic Affairs


Mrs. Tracy Seffers, Registrar


Dr. Robert Warburton, Assistant Dean of Teaching and Learning


Ms. Shannon Zimmerman, Associate Director Admissions

Guests


Dr. Andro Barnett, HPERS


Dr. Anna DeVito, HPERS


Dr. Mark Snell, GTM Center for Civil War Study

M/S/P to approve September 14, 2009 minutes.  Accepted and approved.

Report from Dr. Helldobler

Financial Economics concentration was approved June 2009 by BOG.
Aquatics minor
Questions and concerns posed by Executive Staff were as follows:


How to interface with Wellness Center?

Sufficient market to attract students? 

Dance minor

Questions and concerns:


No full time dance faculty?

No adequate space with the proper dance flooring to teach dance classes on campus?

No indication how minor will be supported by the department?
Dr. Helldobler is waiting on Dr. Andro Barnett to schedule a meeting with Dow Benedict, Dr. Virginia Hicks and

Professor Kitty Clark to address BOG’s questions and concerns.  The program needs to be developed with input from both HPERS and Theater working in concert.
120-Hour Graduation Target

Discussion centered on dropping the graduation requirements to 120 hours from 128 hours needed currently for graduation.  The General Studies Committee is discussing the redesign of GS requirements and moving some of those into the major.  President Shipley attended two Senate meetings to discuss 120-hour change.  Among those questions that have been posed are the questions of minors and concentrated majors.  For a liberal arts, COPLAC institution, the minors offer particular versatility to our students that suits the nature of liberal arts study.  An approach might be to streamline the way credits are assigned.  For example if the 120- hour criteria is met and we have an “outcomes-based” curriculum, then the double counting of some requirements might be allowed.  
Other ideas were expressed by C&I members.  English, which has a large stake in the GS curriculum, favors  the 120-hour change.  The State Legislature would favor any requirement that would help retention and make the campus more student friendly.  The question of whether credits could be counted twice was discussed.  If a class has less than 10 students registered, should it be cancelled?  Capstones, for example, often have less than 10 students.

The question of “double dipping” course credits will be addressed by the Registrar and the VPAA.  Foremost in our thoughts should be the end product for our students’ education.  Will they have a degree from a liberal arts institution, and will their critical thinking, math, and writing skills be enhanced by curricular reform?
C&I Forms

Dr. Shurbutt and Tracy Seffers met to make approved changes to C&I forms.

Course Form changes include clarifying signatures at school level and School Dean approval and clarifying the learning goals section.
Program Form changes were minor.  
First Readings

History

Information regarding Course Addition was distributed for review.
Course Addition

HIST 378 American Military History

English Education

Information regarding Program Change was distributed for review.

Secondary English Education Teaching Specialization: ENGL 358 Appalachian Literature will be a course option for the ENGL 356 Appalachian Culture required elective.
Second Readings

First Year Experience

M/S/P to accept Course Deletion of FYEX 100 on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.
M/S/P to accept Course Deletion of FYEX 101 on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

Course Deletions

FYEX 100 First-Year Orientation

FYEX 101 First-Year Orientation for Athletes

Appalachian Studies Minor
Course Additions

History

M/S/P to accept Course Addition APST/HIST 309,  West Virginia and the Appalachian Region, on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

English

M/S/P to accept Course Addition APST/ENGL 358, Appalachian Literature, on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition APST 476, Appalachian Studies Practicum, on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.
English  Course Deletions 
M/S/P to accept Course Deletion ENGL 460, Practicum in Appalachian Culture I,  on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Deletion ENGL 461, Practicum in Appalachian Culture II,  on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.
M/S/P to adjourn at 4:15 pm.  Accepted and approved.

Sincerely,

Donna Semler

Office of the Registrar

