Curriculum & Instruction Committee
3:10 pm, Scarborough Library, room 256

March 29, 2010
In Attendance:

Chair


Dr. Sylvia Shurbutt (Senate)

School of Arts & Humanities


Dr. Robert Parkinson (2011)

School of Natural Science & Mathematics


Dr. Ruth Conley (2011)


Dr. Weidong Liao (2010)

School of Education & Professional Studies

Professor Ed Fincham (2011)


Dr. Douglas Kennard (2010)

School of Business & Social Sciences


Dr. Anne Murtagh (2011)

Library


Ms. Laura Neal (2010)

Ex-officio


Dr. Larry Daily, Chair of General Studies Committee

Dr. Richard Helldobler, Vice President of Academic Affairs


Mrs. Tracy Seffers, Registrar


Dr. Robert Warburton, Assistant Dean of Teaching & Learning

Guests


Dr. Roland Bergman, Sociology/Geography


Dr. Sally Brasher, History


Dr. Anna DeVito, HPERS


Dr. Osman Guzide, Computer Information Science


Dr. Anders Henriksson, History


Dr. Erik Jones, Music


Dr. Clarissa Mathews, Environmental Studies


Dr. Russell Porter, Office of Graduate Studies


Dr. Ed Snyder, Environmental Studies


Ms. Nancy Snyder, RBA

M/S/P to approve March 8, 2010 minutes.  Accepted and approved.

I. MBA 3+2 Program and Double-Counting Graduate/Undergraduate Credits
Updated handout was distributed for review and discussion

M/S/P to endorse MBA 3+2 Program and Double-Counting Graduate/Undergraduate credits.  Accepted and approved.
II. RBA Today

Nancy Snyder provided the Committee with the brochure for the updated RBA Today program.  On April 9th Dr. Shipley will introduce the state-wide program, an enhanced version of the existing program, to the press in Morgantown. 
Candidates for this program must have earned 60 credits toward graduation.  The Program’s purpose is to reach out to those that have not been able to complete their degree because of the economy, personal issues, etc., to create a more user-friendly system for these students to return to college, and to create a more literate work force who want to remain in WV after graduating.  Some common courses used across the system, requested by the HEPC last fall, will be available by June 2010.   Institutions may tailor and monitor these courses to meet their needs.  A common website and linkage across institutions are also a factor in the enhanced RBA Today program.
III. Minors, Double Dipping, and 120 Credit Maximum

Dr. Helldobler noted that a policy needs to be created in terms of a minor.  
Discussion:  If curricular requirements are outcomes-based rather than determined by the number of courses, issues such as double dipping and course substitutions should prove less troublesome.  This curricular feature should also factor into streamlining the minors.  If the minors are more focused, they will be more valuable to students and to employers.  There was some discussion about the elimination of minors, the general consensus being that they are appropriate for a liberal arts institution such as Shepherd and that Departments should decide whether the structure provided by a minor would be more beneficial to the student than a large number of free electives.  Degrees, such as English and History, were specifically designed to be accompanied by minors, the minor providing additional focus and coherence for the student’s work.  Likewise, some Departments want their graduates to have both the minor and the foreign language requirement; again, those decisions should be made at the Department level, responsible for accreditation and requirements and needs of the field or discipline.  Discussion about limiting the minor to 15-credit hours centered on the importance of an outcomes-based curriculum to keep minors rigorous while at the same time streamlining them.  Whatever combination of hours and courses, there is still the necessity of maintaining the 120-hour maximum requirement.  It was noted that disciplines with labs and many 4-credit hour courses may have difficulty achieving program outcomes with a 15-hour maximum requirements.  Thus a 15-credit maximum or a 5-course maximum might be considered?  Prerequisites are also an issue in the 15-hour maximum.  Though they are not policy-making committees, the Academic Reform and Academic Major committees are currently having discussions concerning streamlining both majors and minors.  Maintaining credible and rigorous minors must be balanced against students being allowed to select some electives within the framework of the 120-hour graduation limit.  Members will take information back to their Schools for discussion.

IV. Curricular Prerequisite

In response to the more than 30% of courses that lack stated prerequisites, the following phrase was proposed being placed at the beginning of the catalog, at the beginning of each program’s course listings, or after each 300/400 level course which does not otherwise have a prerequisite”:  “300 and 400 level courses are open only to those with sophomore or higher status or non-degree status or by permission of the instructor, unless specific stated prerequisites have been met.”    Members will discuss this proposal with their departments. 
V. Age of Credits Issue

Currently no policy is in place to deal with the age of credits in accepting course transfer and credit.    Do students have to take the updated course?  Do courses in majors after 7 years need to be re-evaluated?   The new RBA Today and the economy will be bringing older students back to complete degrees and this issue needs to be settled.    Again, department chairs are likely the best and most informed individuals to make these determinations.  Committee members again should solicit input from their schools and departments.

VI. Update on General Studies Curriculum Revision

At this point, the GSC has broken up into subcommittees which will deal with determining specifics of the new framework  and how it will be implemented into a new GS curriculum.    
VII. Second Readings

Computer Science, Math & Engineering
M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 486 Network Security on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 332 Web Programming I on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 334 Web Programming II on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 234 Intro to Networking on 2nd reading.   Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 310 Information Security on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 361 E Commerce on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 372 Introduction to Biometrics on 2nd reading.   Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 385 Computer System Design on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 388 Database Management Systems on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 418 Management Information Systems on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 419 Data Communications & Computer Networks on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 450 Web Design Studio on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition CIT 486 Network Security on 2nd reading.   Accepted and approved.

CIT Program Change has been postponed until the Committee can see how these changes look as formatted against the current catalog pages.  
Environmental Studies

M/S/P to accept Course Change ENVS 201 Environmental Science I and Lab on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Change ENVS 202 Environmental Science II and Lab on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Change ENVS 308 Physical Resource Management on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Program Change Environmental Studies major and concentration on 2nd reading.   Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Program Change Environmental Studies minor on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

English

M/S/P to accept Course Change involving prerequisites for ENGL 360 Literature and Sexes on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Change involving prerequisites for ENGL 366 Women in Arts and Literature on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

Geography

M/S/P to accept Course Deletion GEOG 101 Principles of World Geography on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Deletion GEOG 100 World Regions on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.
M/S/P to accept Course Addition GEOG 105 World Cultural Geography on 2nd reading.   Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Addition GEOG 202 World Regions on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.
M/S/P to accept Program Change Geography minor on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

VIII. First Readings
Family and Consumer Sciences

Program Change Family and Consumer Sciences major, minor and concentration has been withdrawn by the department.

History

Information regarding Course changes was distributed for review.

Course Changes including prerequisites
HIST 331 Ancient History

HIST 332 Medieval History

HIST 333 Modern Europe

HPERS
Information regarding Course Change and Course Deletion was distributed for review.

Course Change

GSPE 117 East Coast Swing Dance
HLTH 390 Exercise Prescription

Course Deletion

GSPE 118 East Coast Swing Dance/Women

M/S/P to adjourn at 4:50 pm.  Accepted and approved.

Respectfully submitted:

Donna Semler

Office of the Registrar
