Curriculum & Instruction Committee
3:10 pm, Blue/Gray Room

April 12, 2010

In attendance:
Chair


Dr. Sylvia Shurbutt (Senate)

School of Arts & Humanities


Dr. Robert Parkinson (2011)

School of Natural Science & Mathematics


Dr. Ruth Conley (2011)


Dr. Weidong Liao (2010)
School of Education & Professional Studies


Professor Ed Fincham (2011)


Dr. Douglas Kennard (2010)

School of Business & Social Sciences

Dr. Anne Murtagh (2011)

Library


Ms. Laura Neal (2010)

Ex-officio


Dr. Larry Daily, Chair of General Studies Committee


Ms. Tracy Seffers, Registrar

Guests


Dr. Andro Barnett, HPERS


Mr. Dow Benedict, Dean, School of Arts & Humanities


Dr.  Kathleen Corpus, Family and Consumer Science


Dr. Osman Guzide, Computer Information Sciences


Dr. Douglas Horner, Social Work


Dr. Sharon Mailey, Nursing


Dr. Stephanie Slocum-Schaffer, Political Science

M/S/P to approve March 29, 2010 minutes.  Accepted and approved.

I. Curricular Discussions
Streamlining Minors

Discussion:  Dean Benedict spoke about the progress of academic reform and noted that they were waiting for C&I and other  groups to respond.  C&I needs to make a recommendation to the Senate concerning the  15-hour limitation for minors and revisiting the majors to accommodate the 120-credit limit for graduation.  However, it was agreed that some flexibility should be built into a recommendation.   15 to 18 hours provides students with more opportunity for electives, though it is likewise clear that the minors provide more focus and coherence than do unstructured electives.  Certain programs coupled with a minor open up additional educational and professional opportunities for students and meet the definition of the liberal arts institution.   Restructuring minors is possibly more difficult than restructuring majors.  Minors generally start at 300-level courses in order to meet the 45-hour upper division requirement.    Currently, some majors and minors require some of the same courses, with credit going first to the major then substitutions required for the minor.   Some “double-dipping” may be allowed if departments move to outcomes-based curricula.  Doubtless, departments need to revisit minors to look at distinctiveness, hidden requirements through prerequisites, and streamlining—though the knowledge-base required for the sciences is a reality that must be accepted, making some prerequisites unavoidable for students ill-prepared.  C&I members were asked to take information back to their Schools for discussion.

Double Dipping

Dow Benedict reported that the Deans are OK with “double dipping,” as long as degrees are outcome based.   The  Committee would like to see a more professional  term than “double dipping.”  One C&I member suggested “requirement sharing.”    The Major and Minor Reform Committee will not make a decision until a more solid GS framework is available.  They are, however, in favor of 120-hours required for graduation.  

II. Second Readings

Computer Science & Mathematics and Engineering
M/S/P to accept CIT Program Change on 2nd reading.   Accepted and approved.

Program Change

Curriculum for a Noncomprehensive Major in Computer and Information  Technology

History

M/S/P to accept Course Change HIST 331 Ancient History on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Change HIST 332 Medieval History on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Change HIST 333 Modern European History on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Sports
M/S/P to accept Course Change HLTH 390 Exercise Prescription on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Change GSPE 117 East Coast Swing Dance on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

M/S/P to accept Course Deletion GSPE 118 East Coast Swing Dance/Women on 2nd reading.  Accepted and approved.

III. First Readings

Family and Consumer Sciences

Information regarding Program Change was distributed for review.

Program Change

Family and Consumer Sciences major, minor and concentration

Education
Information regarding Course Change was distributed for review.

Course Change

EDUC 370 Creating Learning Environment

Social Work

Information regarding Program Change was distributed for review.

Program Change

Social Work major

Political Science

Information regarding Course Additions, Course Changes and Program Change was distributed for review.

Course Additions

PSCI 302 Intro Political Theory

PSCI 304 Intro Comparative Politics

Course Changes

PSCI 428 Comparative Government: Asia

PSCI 429 Comparative Government: The Middle East

PSCI 427 Comparative Government: Soviet Union

PSCI 426 Comparative Government: Western Europe

Political Science major, minor and International concentration

Nursing

Information regarding Program Deletion was distributed for review.

M/S/P to accept Program Deletion on 1st reading.  Accepted and approved.
Program Deletion

School Nurse Certification Program

IV. Adjourn

M/S/P to adjourn at 4:05 pm.  Accepted and approved.
Respectfully submitted,

Donna Semler

Office of the Registrar
