SAMPLE INTEREST GROUP SYLLABUS TEMPLATE
Name of Interest Group  ___________________________________________________

Name of Instructor  _______________________________________________________

Instructor Contact Information ______________________________________________

Name of Peer Educator  ____________________________________________________

Peer Educator Contact Information  __________________________________________

Location of Class (Room and Building) _______________________________________

Objectives:  This course provides access to a faculty member and Peer Educator who will serve as mentors during your first semester at Shepherd.  This course is graded.

Course requirements:  (1) attendance, (2) active participation in all group meetings and discussions; (3) completion of assigned readings and other assignments and others as determined by the instructor.  Please refer to the grading rubric.

Learning outcomes:  You will learn more about (the Interest Group topic); you will share your ideas and experiences on campus during the semester with others; you will learn strategies to help you survive and thrive your first semester on campus; you will understand yourself better as you transition into college life; you will grow more comfortable interacting with and learning about people around you.

Assignments:  Complete and turn in any assignments at the beginning of the class.  The “out of class” library module for all Interest Groups is Pass/Fail and a score of 70% must be achieved on each module and the assignment must be completed by November 11.

Class discussion topics:  For the first 5-10 minutes of each session, we will be discussing one of the following topics as a group. Feel free to continue discussing these topics as long as the class indicates interest.  

Goal Setting/Why Am I Here?                    Time Management                      Study Skills                      Homesickness/Roommate Problems           Test Anxiety                                Diversity


Learning Styles                                           Coping With Stress

                        

Peer Pressure/Making Good Decisions       Common Reading                                         

Meeting schedule:  The Interest Groups start with a Welcoming Reception on August 18, followed by 11 small group sessions and end with a Celebration Party on November 10.  All sessions are Tuesdays from 3:15 – 4:30 p.m.

Attachments:  Grading rubric for the Interest Groups and any other attachments needed for your specific Interest Group.
