MINUTES OF FYEX MEETING
HELD 10/19/09 IN THE CUMBERLAND ROOM, 1-2 PM

Attending were:  Amanda Grantham, Chris Elmer, Eric Morris, Hannah Cole, Laura Neal, Michael Rokicki, Nicholas Keresztury, Jessica Draper, Heidi Hanrahan, Helena Cole, Jake Gardner, Monica Larson, and Judi McIntyre.

Judi gave an update on attendance on common reading events and gave out small flyers for the committee to post around campus listing events and the purpose of the common reading.  Attendance:  140 attended King Corn; 28 students went on two farm tours, there were 780 in attendance at the AVM dinner – 150 were non-students.  The panel, La Vita Loca had 75 in attendance.  Next up is a cooking class by Liz Wheeler using fresh pasta and winter greens – all from the Farmers Market.  The Joel Salatin event co-sponsored with the American Conservation Film Festival will be Nov. 6 in the Frank Theatre at 7 PM.  There will be two films shown at this event.  On Nov. 12, a speaker from the Southern Poverty Law Center will speak about migrant and agricultural workers issues and litigation – Pastures of Plenty, Harvest of Shame at 7 PM in the CLS.

Nick Keresztury gave a report on what he planned for the FYEX Interest Group finale party.  There will be some performances and presentations and some exhibits.  The focus will be on the students in the classes and all groups will have some sort of participation.

A flyer was circulated to the committee asking for book nominations for next academic year.  They were asked to post them somewhere visible, if possible and to encourage others to nominate books and to do so themselves.

Monica Larson announced that a Communications student will be doing a capstone project with the common reading by building up Twitter and Facebook connections.  She will have a pr plan by Oct. 23 and hopes to have 200 followers of the common reading by the end of the semester.

Nick Keresztury was introduced as a graduate assistant in the FYEX office.  At the moment is planning a bicycle farm tour for the common reading and planning for the FYEX Interest Group finale.

Amanda Grantham suggested we keep the same common reading for three years and will bring information for discussion at the next meeting.  It was also suggested we have a FYEX class where students read 3 books they all choose over the semester and then meet to discuss them.  This would be pleasure reading, which there isn’t much dedicated time for as a student.  It was also suggested that we try to have the events on different nights.  For some reason (mainly due to speaker’s wishes or space availability) the events so far have been on Wednesday nights.  Last year they tended to be on Thursday evenings. 

The next meeting will be November 30 at 1 p.m. in the Cumberland Room.  At that meeting we will determine if we have enough book suggestions to move forward.
Minutes by Judi McIntyre

