MINUTES OF FYEX MEETING HELD 9/8/08

Attending were:  Richie Stevens, Laura Renninger, Helena Cole, Holly Frye, Amanda Grantham, Dave Cole, Joe Green, Laura Neal and Judi McIntyre.
Rachael Meads and Richie Stevens were thanked for leading discussions of the movie Persepolis for students on 8/25 & 26.  Approximately 60 students attended Monday and Tuesday’s sessions.  The film showing on Friday by the Shepherdstown Film Society was very successful with at least 40 students attending and 100 community people.  Every seat in Reynolds Hall was taken and students sat on the floor.  

Dave brought the results of the survey question on Convocation that he distributes during Orientation.  Most of the responses were positive with a few comments about being more organized.  Members of the taskforce mentioned they missed the slide show.  Members of the taskforce said they had enjoyed the convocation and felt the students did too.  It was decided that next year the faculty will meet at the library at 4 p.m. so they don’t arrive so early to the Butcher Center.  It was suggested that Residence Life be asked to notify all first year students, such as Honors, to be sure everyone is invited to come and knows where and when to go.
It was decided to offer a few Interest Group classes Spring Semester for the 45-50 new first year students who will be arriving in January.  We have received a good response from current Interest Group instructors who are willing to offer their group in the spring.  Admissions has been asked to provide names and addresses of the new first-year students and FYEX will mail out a flyer with information on the Interest Groups and how to register.  Advisors will also need to be informed.  Students do not meet as a group before they register if they are coming into Shepherd in January so letters, flyers and notifying Advisors is the best way to spread the word.  Kim Scranage will again be offering her Transfer Interest Group.
There was a short discussion on possibly offering Interest Groups next fall at different times or different days.  This discussion will continue since there are pluses and minus to both ways of offering the classes.

FYEX will work with Admission to create a webcast for FYEX.

The committee was reminded of the upcoming lecture on 9/18 by Dr. David Gordon and Mary Strasma from the History Dept. on “Iran:  A Short Introduction to a Long History.”  Laura Renninger will be making the introductions.  All FYEX taskforce members are encouraged to attend.
Respectfully submitted,

Judi McIntyre, Director

First-Year Experience
