Minutes of FYEX Taskforce Meeting Held 3/6/07
Attending were:  Dave Cole, Bruce Kelley, Allan Tinkler, Sharon Kipitz, Karen Austin and Judi McIntyre.

A list of the learning communities that are scheduled for next Fall Semester was distributed.  It is a good selection and would have included an English 101 and Economics 123 course but the English professor was unable to teach the class due to ill health.  However, Tuncer Guzman has said he is willing to teach the class next Spring Semester.

A list of the 19 Interest Groups was also distributed and was varied with many interesting topics for students to choose from.  Judi and the CTL will produce some sort of brochure to go out with future mailings from the Admissions Office that list both learning communities and interest groups being offered Fall Semester 2007.

The large group sessions will be in Byrd 108 next fall.   We will also reserve 4-5 additional classrooms for small group discussions of the topics presented at the large session.  The format was changed to hopefully satisfy student needs and from information received from the surveys last fall.

Judi explained the Common Reading program planned for next fall and also the One Book, One Community program.  Dave Cole said the book could be given to the student at Registration/Advisement and also said he would give us time at Orientation to have small group discussions about the book.  The book chosen is Colored People by Dr. Henry Louis Gates and he is the author being recognized as the Appalachian Writer’s Award winner and Writer in Residence at Shepherd the first week in October.  More information on this program is on the Shepherd site index.   Funding for the books is coming from the President and through the Academic Affairs budget.  We are very grateful for the President’s support of this project.  The book will be used in the English 101 classes as well as other disciplines.  Information to the student about this required reading will go out with information from the Orientation office.  FYEX will produce a brochure or flyer or letter that will go out with Orientation mailings.
Karen Austin and Judi McIntyre spoke briefly about the First Year Experience conference and the sessions they attended.

Sharon Kipitz reminded us of the Retention Conference that will be held March 20, 2007 in Charlestown, WV.  We are riding down in a college van and responsible for our own room and food costs.

We ran out of time so the discussion on Retention will be postponed until next month.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Judi McIntyre, Director, FYEX.

