MINUTES
November 7, 2006, 1-2 p.m.
Rumsey Room
Present:  Dave Cole, Karen Austin, Marie Carter, Bruce Kelley, and Judi McIntyre.

1. Information was provided the Taskforce about the Interest Group celebration on Nov.14.

2. Members of the taskforce were not prepared to say what days were best for taskforce meetings for next semester.  This will be done by email in a few weeks when schedules are firmer.

3.  A preliminary look by Tracey Seffers at retention by the Fall 2005 Interest Group students showed a 77% retention rate for Fall Semester 2005 to Fall Semester 2006.  The overall retention rate for Shepherd for Fall to Fall 2005-2006 was 69.58% but these figures only included first time, full time students and the Interest Groups have part time students as well.  This makes the Interest Group retention even more significant since the retention rate for part time students is traditionally lower than full time.  A larger project is underway to determine retention rates and other gauges of student success for learning community students and interest group students by academic year.  Tracy Seffers is working on gathering the information in conjunction with Sara Maene.
4.  The taskforce discussed a common reading program and a pilot.  The taskforce suggested that the pilot this next Fall Semester include Honors Students rather than an Interest Group.  They suggested that the General Studies Committee would be a good group to choose the book if the program moved college-wide.    It was suggested that John Sheridan be consulted for the pilot group’s book selection.  Judi talked about the possibility of including the town of Shepherdstown in a common reading with the university and Sylvia Shurbut’s Appalachian Writers celebration was given as a possible resource on how to do this type of program well.  The taskforce also suggested getting the public library involved.  Karen suggested that Rachael Ritterbrush from Shepherdstown’s foreign film festival would be a good resource for a project like this.  Bruce felt it was a “cool idea” to involve the whole t own.

The meeting ended with a demonstration of two yoga moves by Karen Austin.  These moves were greeted with amazement and some amount of jealousy by the other taskforce members.

Respectfully submitted,

Judi McIntyre
