MINUTES OF FYEX TASKFORCE MEETING
OCTOBER 1, 2007

CUMBERLAND ROOM
Attending were:  Chris Johnson, Beth Cauvel, Laura Renninger, Holly Frye, Alan Tinkler, Karen Austin, Richie Stevens, Buddy Wilson, Sharon Kipetz

Not attending were:  Kim Scranage, Dave Cole, Rachel Meads, Osman Guzide, Tracy Seffers 

Judi asked that the committee please return the Taskforce survey on the Common Reading and the One Book, One Community Program.  It does not have to be right away, but she would appreciate having it returned by the end of the semester.

Judi sent the audience evaluations of the One Book, One Community panel to the taskforce members and reported that a copy of the DVD would be available within the week for committee members to check out from the Library.

Laura Renninger led the discussion on what next for the Common Reading and One Book, One Community Program.  There was good discussion with the following seeming to be the consensus of those attending.
1. Bring in more campus connections and people – particularly faculty.  We envision a tertiary approach, or one which will appeal to first-year students and upper-level students along with their faculty, as well as the community.  However, the committee supports a stronger focus on our campus community.
2. Rotate the Common Reading selections between Schools.

3. Give the Schools direction on the type of book (appealing to students), cost and size of the book and relevance (elections of 2008; Year of Astronomy for 2009, etc.).  Determine a four year schedule for Schools.
4. Be watching for an email from FYEX as to the criteria for the book selection.  The Taskforce agreed to review books over Winter Break.
5. Consider expanding how many books are given away free to all students and faculty using the book in their classes.
6. Look at other ways to involve students in book discussions than small groups at Orientation.  Specifically, we would like to involve Student Affairs and especially provide Service Learning opportunities.  We would like to consider movies and discussion groups aimed at different levels of readers.  We would also like to add more programs through the entire academic year.
7. The President should send a letter to the School announcing their selection of the “School of the Year” and suggesting they form a committee to consider appropriate books for students to read centered on a theme that they determine.

8. Funding needs to be discussed in more detail.  Sharon will take a proposal to executive staff concerning funding for the Common Reading.
Laura will talk to the Dean of the School of Business and Social Sciences about the possibility of selecting their School for 2008.

The next meeting of the FYEX Taskforce will be November 5 – same time and same place.
Minutes taken by Judi McIntyre, Director

First-Year Experience Program
