 “Critical Thinking”
(FYEX 102)
1. The Citadel Case

“How sad that the rights of 2,000 male cadets at The Citadel, a 152-year-old college in Charleston, SC are about to be trampled.  Why?  Because The Citadel, where my son graduated, has been ordered to admit a female, Shannon Faulkner, into its Corps of Cadets.  She is backed by the U.S. Justice Department and the American Civil Liberties Union.  She will be admitted August 12th unless the Supreme Court grants a stay.  Institutions of higher learning in South Carolina have traditionally been separated by gender…The Citadel should not be forced to change merely for what is politically correct in 1995.  Once the Citadel’s tradition is broken, what these male cadets bargained for in good faith will be lost.  Its tradition will have been snatched away by a Justice Department bent on promoting an agenda that might well change once the results of the next presidential election are known.”

Question:  How would you assess this argument? (APPEAL TO TRADITION)
2. A Capital Offense

At a meeting called for this purpose, Art Thompson, the CEO of Paramount Metal Products, informed his top management team of his growing concern that their aggressive expansion plans might not be funded by United Industries, Paramount’s corporate parent.  During the ensuing discussion, Andrea Nagle, director of corporate planning, argued that Paramount’s plants needed to be running at or near capacity if the company was to have any hope of receiving expansion capital from its parent.  This assertion was quickly challenged by Brad Haugen, VP of Manufacturing, who retorted, “If Andrea thinks that all we have to do to get capital is to have our factories running full-bore, she’s terribly naïve.”

Question:  To wipe away the smirks and chuckles that followed Haugen’s comment, how should Andrea have responded? (NECESSARY VS. SUFFICIENT)
3. Let Them Learn Latin!

An Op-Ed piece in The New York Times (3/6/82) argued that high school students should be taught Greek and Latin as a way of improving their intellectual abilities.  In support of his argument, the author cited statistics reported by the Educational Testing Service regarding its 1980 Scholastic Aptitude Test scores.  The SAT Verbal averages for those students taking the Latin Achievement Test was 144 points higher than the national average for all students.  The Math average for Latin Achievement Test participants was 122 points higher than the mean for all students.  In addition, students taking the Latin achievement test had higher verbal and mathematics averages than virtually every set of students taking a modern language achievement test.

Question:  How would you assess this argument? (CORRELATION VS. CAUSATION)
(Examples from “Assessing Thinking:  The Specificity of General Skills” by Gerald F. Smith)
