MINUTES 
FYEX TAKSFORCE MEETING

Monday, September 14, 2009

The following members were in attendance:  Helena Cole, Laura Renninger, Dave Cole, Jessica Draper (representing Holly Fry, Heidi Hanrahan, Monica Larson, Sharon Kipetz, and Judi McIntyre.  Excused:  Laura Neal, Holly Fry

The meeting began with a discussion of offering a small number of Interest Groups Spring Semester at different class times of the day depending on the best time for the instructor.  There are no funds available for Spring Semester classes so it was determined we would wait until next spring to experiment with times.  Asking instructors to offer the classes as volunteers was also discussed.  It was suggested that some sort of incentive needed to be developed in order for it to be successful.  

The concluding party will be in held on November 10 in the Storer Ballroom and the food will be similar to what was served at the opening reception.  Sharon suggested that there be two food lines or that the food be placed on the tables rather than buffet style in order to save time.  She will discuss this with Catering.  We will be using the stage for the groups that are providing performances of any kind and several are planned.  There will be a place for exhibits for those Interest Group classes where exhibits are appropriate.  Nick Keresztury has agreed to MC the event.  The focus will be on the students and what they have learned, enjoyed, done in their individual groups.

The Animal, Vegetable, Miracle Essay Contest will have Sharon Kipetz, Helena Cole, Heidi Hanrahan, Stephanie Robbins and Tim Nixon as judges for the contest.  A folder has been placed at the Information Desk for students to drop off their papers whenever is convenient for them.  An email went out to faculty and students on 9/11 about the contest and emails will soon follow to students at regular intervals to remind them to hand in their papers.  A rubric was developed by Heidi and will be used in the essay judging.  A list of AVM events was given to the committee.  Our next event is the dinner on October 7 in the Dining Hall with the Speakeasy Boys and fresh and local food.  Monica Larson reported on her gaming class which will be highlighted in the spring as part of the common reading events since the games are based on the book.  Monica suggested that Jason McCann who is teaching experimental video this year be contacted in case his students would like to do something with the book and join Monica at an all-student show.  The Art Department is also working with the book and hopefully there will be student art to display also.  Brittners in Williamsport was suggested for a pumpkin farm tour. 

An invitation to suggest next year’s common reading will be sent by email at the beginning of October.  Sharon Kipetz volunteered some of her graduate students to read books this time if we need them.  It actually would be ideal to have every book read by two people, if possible, in order to hear different perspectives.

Names were solicited from those attending the meeting for membership to the FYEX Taskforce.  Several names were brought forward and they will be invited to join.

Student Support Services grant update:  The grant writer is completing our grant and said that the application materials would be released in late October with a later November due date for the grant to the Department of Education.

Convocation was evaluated.  The Orientation survey gave some good information about the event.  There were some comments about the long food lines.  Most felt the event made them feel welcome.  The majority of the comments were positive.  However, one person mentioned not having enough room on the bleachers.  This will need to be taken into consideration next year.  Next year we also need to remember to have someone take over the duties that Richie Stevens did in the past.  His duties mainly consisted of having someone at the crosswalk at the highway and someone to walk with the faculty from the Library. 

Meeting adjourned at 2 p.m.

Judi McIntyre, Director

FYEX 

