Minutes of the FYEX Taskforce Meeting
May 5, 2008

Attending were:  Laura Renninger, Kim Scranage, Bob Warburton, Amanda McCormack, Chase Dowling, Laura Neal, Holly Frye, Helena Cole, Alan Tinkler, Karen Austin, Sharon Kipetz, and Judi McIntyre.

Web Page Design for the Common Reading:  The draft website design created by Lauryl Lewis was discussed.  The committee liked the look of the site and made a few suggestions, such as adding headings to the main page and having the book cover somewhere on the page.

Common Reading:  Ithaca College and the University of Louisville are both using Persepolis this year as their Common Reading.  We will be exchanging information on events and ways to incorporate the book in existing programs.  

The Common Reading Committees have the following members:

Publicity:  Chase Dowling, Shannon Holliday, Kim Scranage

Faculty Resources:  Mary Strasma, Laura Neal, Alan Tinkler

Programming:  Laura Renninger, Rachael Meads, Amanda McCormick, Dave Cole

Student Essay Contest:  Sharon Kipetz, Holly Frye, Allan Tinkler, Helena Cole

One Book/One Community:  Laura Neal, Shannon Holliday, Judi McIntyre

The committees are open to anyone on campus and hopefully others will join us.  Copies of Persepolis were given to taskforce members who had not already received one.

Convocation:  Dr. Shipley, Jesse Sigley and Dr. Jason Best have agreed to speak at Convocation to be held August 15.  James Vigil has agreed to help with arrangements and a sound system has been secured for the event.  Dr. McCoy has agreed to bring the SU Brass Quintet to play at the event and lead us in the Alma Mater.  Sharon will arrange for the food to be served after the event in the upper balcony.  It is hoped that Rachael Meads will again put together a slide show of shots of students at orientation and that Richie will be in charge of Safety again this year.  

Interest Groups:  Sarah Crickenberger has agreed to speak at the IG reception to be held on Tuesday, August 18 in the Storer Ballroom.  A list of the 21 groups we have so far was circulated to the taskforce.  An Instructor and Peer Educator training will be held on Monday, May 12 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (lunch included) in the Byrd Legislative Center 164.  Peer Educators are still needed for the Interest Groups and the First-Year Seminar classes.  Karen offered to alert her tutors to the one-credit opportunity if she received something she could use to show them what it was about.  Judi will send an explanation of what Interest Groups are what the Peer Educators do. 

Laura gave an update on the first year seminars that are in the planning stage.  There will be six sections for provisional students and will be taught by excellent faculty who have received consistently high student evaluations.  

The taskforce meeting day and time will remain for next semester.  That is, 1 p.m. on the first Monday of each month.  Where we will meet will be determined soon and the committee alerted.   We have the Cumberland Room for June, July and August.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Judi McIntyre, Chair 

