MINUTES OF THE FYEX TASKFORCE MEETING
October 6, 2008 at 1 p.m.

Cumberland Room
Attending were:  Laura Neal, Laura Renninger, Richie Stevens, Sharon Kipetz, Helena Cole, Joe Green, Rachael Meads, Amanda Grantham, Anthony Bellissimo and Judi McIntyre.

Anthony was introduced as this year’s FYEX Taskforce student member.  Anthony is the President of Shepherd’s freshman class.

A list of Interest Groups for Spring Semester was presented to the taskforce.  They are:

Shepherd Facts - Kim Scranage (for Transfer Students)

Grillin’ n’ Chillin’- Dave Cole

Weight Training – Andro Barnett

Zen of Knitting - Sharon Kipetz

Scrapbooking – Tracie Ellis

Paranormal U – Ellisa Woodbrey

Admissions will be sending the FYEX office the names and addresses of all first year students enrolling for the first time for Spring Semester.  There should be 45-50 of them and a flyer and letter will be sent to them about the Interest Groups.  Bob Warburton will be asked to notify the Advisors that these new students may be asking to enroll in these classes and the Advisors will be given the pertinent information needed to enroll.

A sample memo to the campus community to solicit nominations for next year’s Common Reading was presented to the taskforce.  Suggestions were requested.  Suggestions were to start the nomination process earlier, near mid-October, make up flyers for Residence Life to post in the residence halls, ask to be on the agenda for Faculty Senate and distribute solicitation forms at the meeting.

An explanation of what the Student Support Services grant was and what it would mean to Shepherd to receive the grant was presented to the taskforce.  A grant writer has been secured and as soon as the contract is signed, arrangements will be made for him to come to Shepherd to meet with all those people who will be involved in gathering information for the grant.

A reminder was given to the taskforce about the Persepolis/Persian dinner this Wednesday.   Everyone was encouraged to come.  The next Persepolis event is a lecture by Dr. Kristen Urban, who will speak on the politics of modern Iran, “Politics & Perceptions in Persepolis.”  Free.
Sara Crickenburger will be with us at the Interest Group Celebration Dinner on 11/11 at 3:15 p.m. in the  Storer Ballroom.  She will interview students in the different groups to hear what their groups did and other information about their particular interest.  All taskforce members are invited.

